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Dedication

Peacebuilding in its most compassionate form is not a competitive field of activity.
Viewed in this light, the most valuable forms of peacebuilding will nurture, support, and
sustain the development of an infinite variety of other forms of peacebuilding,
community revitalization, and ecologically sustainability initiatives. The IPCR Initiative
is an effort to nurture, support, and sustain peacebuilding in its most compassionate form.

This “IPCR Workshop Primer” is an effort to contribute ideas and resources which will
be helpful to people, wherever they may be, who are also trying to nurture, support, and
sustain peacebuilding in its most compassionate form.
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Section 1

An Introduction to The IPCR Initiative

The Interfaith Peacebuilding and Community Revitalization (IPCR) Initiative is aware of
an urgent need to build bridges and increase collaboration between diverse communities
of people; both as a response to the implications of global warming, ecological footprint
analysis, and the “peaking” of our finite supplies of oil—and to be proactive about
individual spiritual formation, interfaith peacebuilding, and the creation of ecologically
sustainable communities

The IPCR Initiative is an accumulation of documents, resources, and observations
brought together to support the propositions that we—collectively—have both the need,
and the potential, to be

a) much more organized and deliberate about “… bringing to the fore what is
often hidden: how many good people there are, how many ways there are
to do good, and how much happiness comes to those who extend help, as
well as to those who receive it.”

b) much more multifaceted and participation-friendly in our approaches to
peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability

c) much more resourceful in the use of the storehouses of accumulated wisdom
and “embodied energy” which are now accessible to us.

There are many important initiatives which are critical to overcoming the challenges of
our times, but which are not quite “coming through the mist as much as they should be.”
The IPCR Initiative can be very helpful in exactly these kinds of circumstances, as The
Eight IPCR Concepts encourage and facilitate a “constellation” of initiatives by which
the best (in the view of the participants using these processes) associated with individual
spiritual formation, interfaith peacebuilding, community revitalization, ecological
sustainability, etc. can bubble up to the surface, be recognized as priorities, and therefore
be brought forward as appropriate recipients of peoples time, energy, and money. Many
people can realize the wisdom of deliberately focusing the way they spend their time,
energy, and money so that their actions have positive repercussions on the fields of
activity described by the IPCR Mission Statement goals, and on other related fields of
activity (see“105 related fields of activity” in Section 6). As the ancient Chinese proverb
says: “Many hands make much work light.”

One of the most persistent ironies in life is that with so many opportunities to provide real
assistance to fellow human beings—and with the potential for such assistance to result in
happiness “to those who extend help as well as to those who receive it”—there are still
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many, many people in this world who cannot find a “way to earn a living” providing such
assistance. The IPCR Initiative can help to remedy such an unfortunate irony by helping
to create “caring communities”, which are defined here as follows:

“Caring communities” are communities with residents who are aware of the
depth and range of the challenges of our times, and therefore do their best
to take actions which will have positive repercussions on the fields of
activity described by the IPCR Mission Statement goals, and on other
related fields of activity (see Section 5).

Peacebuilding in its most compassionate form is not a competitive field of activity.
Viewed in this light, the most valuable forms of peacebuilding will nurture, support, and
sustain the development of an infinite variety of other forms of peacebuilding,
community revitalization, and ecologically sustainability initiatives. The IPCR Initiative
is an effort to nurture, support, and sustain peacebuilding in its most compassionate form.
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Section 2

About “The IPCR Workshop Primer”

A Primary Resource for IPCR Workshops

This publication “The IPCR Workshop Primer” is intended to be a primary resource for people
facilitating IPCR Workshops—and for people participating in IPCR Workshops.

In general, IPCR workshops will provide an overview of evidence supporting the need for an
IPCR Initiative (see Section 3 “An Assessment of the Most Difficult Challenges of Our Times”
and “Related Statistics”), and provide an introduction to some or all of The Eight IPCR Concepts.

The Eight IPCR Concepts are:

“Community Good News Networks,” “Community Faith Mentoring Networks,” “Spiritual
Friendships,” “Questionnaires That Help Build Caring Communities,” “Community Visioning
Initiatives for Peace,” “Spiritually Responsible Investing,” “Ecological Sustainability,” and
“IPCR Journal/Newsletters”

The overview of each concept in Section 8 “Brief Descriptions of The Eight IPCR Concepts”
provides sufficient insight into the nature of the concepts to initiate significant discussion on what
each concept can contribute as a response to the challenges of our times, and how to begin
applying the concepts to everyday community life.

Specifically, IPCR workshop discussion can “branch out” using content from any of the sections
in this “workshop primer”. Here are some examples of content in this document which can be
used as starting points for IPCR workshop discussion:

1) the 6 points describing what the IPCR Initiative hopes to contribute in the “Capability
Statement” (Section 3)

2) the 9 goals in “The IPCR Mission Statement” (Section 5)

3) the 105 Related Fields of Activity (Section 6)

4) the 4 parts of “The IPCR Vision Statement” (Section 7)

5) the 23 Different Ways of Describing The IPCR Initiative (Section 8)

6) the 60 sample questions in the “Building Caring Communities” Questionnaire
(Section 11)

7) the 78 Inspiring Role Models (Section 13)

8) the 75 Service-Oriented Initiatives (Section 14)

In addition to focusing on material provided by this “Workshop Primer”, IPCR workshop
discussion can also be supplemented by material on the IPCR website (at www.ipcri.net),
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by comments contributed to the IPCR Community Journal (at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ipcri/), by material associated with the 105 related fields of
activity listed in Section 6, and by other related material accessible through the Internet, or by
personal experience. There is much that can be done to generate goodwill and promote peace
that has not yet been done. There is much potential which can be explored in the context of IPCR
Workshop discussion.

The Cost of Attending IPCR Workshops

Facilitation services for IPCR Concept Introduction Workshops are currently offered through the
IPCR website at a rate of $75 for a 1 hour workshop, $100 for a 2 hour workshop, $150 for a 3
hour workshop, and $200 for a 4 hour workshop. (Longer workshops will have greater variety in
the approach, structure, and content of the workshop experience.) The recommended number of
participants for workshops is 5-15 people. [i.e. If there are 5 participants for a 3 hour workshop,
the cost would be $30 for each participant; if there are 15 participants for an all day workshop,
the cost would be $20 for each participant.]

The cost, suggested by The IPCR Initiative, of attending such workshops is deliberately
affordable, to emphasize and encourage frequent participation. Participating in IPCR Concept
Introduction Workshops at intervals—over a long period of time—will make it possible for
participants to come in contact with a valuable variety of input and experiences relating not only
to the IPCR concepts, but to many other efforts associated with peacebuilding, community
revitalization, and ecological sustainability.

IPCR Copyright Policy

In light of the urgent need to build bridges and increase collaboration between communities of
people, all of the documents, information, resources, etc. created by The IPCR Initiative are
viewed as resources which ought to be made as accessible as possible to people who can make
good use of them. Therefore, all such documents and information (including this document) may
be reproduced without permission, and distributed in any way the user believes will be consistent
with the goals listed in The IPCR Mission Statement. [Please note: Quotes, statistics, and other
copyrighted material used in IPCR documents have been appropriately attributed to their
copyrighted sources. Readers may thus be assured that The IPCR Initiative encourages and
supports the proper referencing of copyrighted material to their copyrighted sources.]

“We do not live unto ourselves, and the more we realize the repercussions of our actions on our
neighbours and strive to act according to the highest we are capable of, the more shall we advance
in our spiritual development.” (see J.C. Kumarappa in “Inspiring Role Models” for source of this quote)

Everyone is involved when it comes to determining the markets
that supply the ‘ways of earning a living.’ (SP)
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Section 3

An Assessment of the Most Difficult Challenges of Our Times

A Brief Note About This Assessment

One of the “Core Documents” of The IPCR Initiative is “A Project Proposal for ‘Towards Higher
Common Ground’: A Survey of Most Difficult Challenges and Most Valuable Resources”. That
document is a compilation of supporting evidence for conducting local community and regional
surveys, which would consist of the following 4 questions:

1) What are the most difficult challenges of our times?
2) Do we have the resources necessary to overcome the challenges of our times?
3) If your answer to Question #2 is yes, please describe the resources you believe

will contribute the most to helping us—collectively—overcome these difficult
challenges.

4) If your answer to Question #2 is no, please offer any and all sincere,
constructive, relevant, and practical suggestions for what we—collectively—can
do to inspire, encourage, and/or create the resources
you believe would be necessary to overcome these difficult challenges.

This section—“An Assessment of the Most Difficult Challenges of Our Times” —was originally
created as a part of that proposal, and was included there—along with the document “A Selection
of Most Valuable Resources”—as examples of publications, initiatives, and observations which,
when seen together

1) contributed to this writers’ sense that there is a need for projects/surveys like
the “Towards Higher Common Ground” Survey and

2) will contribute to the readers sense of what some responses to such surveys
might look like.

For a more comprehensive discussion on the potential of the “Towards Higher Common Ground”
Survey, please refer to that document in the “Core Documents” section of the website of The
IPCR Initiative.

Table of Contents
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“the most difficult challenges of our times”
Related Statistics (17)……………………………………………………. 24
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Our Particular Moment in Time on This Planet Earth Could Be the Best of Times

That we must somehow work through all of the challenges listed in the ten point summary of “the
most difficult challenges of our times” (see p. 4-6) is a very sobering realization—and one of a
few key realizations which has convinced this writer that we are a critical point in the evolution
of spiritual understanding.

And yet arriving at a full appreciation of the difficulty of our current circumstances is both
difficult and risky, as arriving at such a point without also having sufficient faith and wisdom,
and access to appropriate resources could be overwhelming, and lead to many people losing hope
and becoming desperate. After all, consider that in one of the documents which has assisted
many people to a fuller awareness of the implications of “peak oil” (the “Hirsch Report”, see p. 8-
9), the suggestion is made that successful risk management of such a profound change in human
affairs will require that large scale mitigation activity commence ten years before the actual
“peak” occurs.

How much more time, might we imagine, will be needed for the profound changes in human
affairs necessary to overcome all of the “most difficult challenges of our times”?

Who can we turn to to assure us that we—collectively—will avoid an outcome in which many
people learn of these difficult challenges in a way that leads to a loss of hope and a feeling of
desperation?

There is a profound and critical need for human beings—collectively—to be

1) much more organized and deliberate about “… bringing to the fore what is
often hidden: how many good people there are, how many ways there are
to do good, and how much happiness comes to those who extend help, as
well as to those who receive it.”

2) much more multifaceted and participation-friendly in our approaches to
peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability

3) much more resourceful in the use of the storehouses of accumulated wisdom
and “embodied energy” which are now accessible to us.

Fortunately, there is much potential which could be translated into a positive outcome. Another
way of saying this is: at no other time in the course of history have so many people had access to
so much along the lines of resources necessary to overcoming the challenges of their times.

We have the resources necessary to overcome the challenges of our times.

The IPCR Initiative is dedicated to assisting fellow human beings, wherever they may be, who
are also trying to fill in the blank in the statement below:

In the best of times, even the most profound challenges can be overcome; for in the best of times,
____________________ is/are nurtured, supported, and sustained by family, friends, teachers,
mentors, elders, and the everyday influences of community life and cultural traditions.



7

The IPCR Workshop Primer

Introduction

There are three implied propositions in the content of the IPCR website which can be
summed up as follows:

1) The 43 observations and statistics in this “Assessment” section (and other related observations
which can be added as further evidence) are indicators of specific “trends” in the larger story of
human evolution on the planet Earth. By bringing these observations and statistics together in
one place, this writer is encouraging readers to look at them very closely, and decide for
themselves which direction the “trends” should go in the future if they were to go in a direction
compatible with interfaith peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability.

2) The Mission Statement of The IPCR Initiative (see Section 5) is an effort to list a set of goals
which summarize (from this writer’s point of view) what would need to happen for those 43
“indicators of specific trends” to go in a direction compatible with interfaith peacebuilding,
community revitalization, and ecological sustainability.

3) The Eight IPCR Concepts encourage and facilitate a “constellation” of initiatives by which the
best (in the view of the participants using these processes) associated with individual spiritual
formation, interfaith peacebuilding, community revitalization, ecological sustainability, etc. can
bubble up to the surface, be recognized as priorities, and therefore be brought forward as
appropriate recipients of peoples time, energy, and money. Many people can realize the wisdom
of deliberately focusing the way they spend their time, energy, and money so that their actions
have positive repercussions on the fields of activity described by the IPCR Mission Statement
goals, and on other related fields of activity (see “105 Related Fields of Activity” in Section 6). As
the ancient Chinese proverb says: “Many hands make much work light.”

The IPCR Initiative understands that the complexity associated with building bridges and
increasing collaboration between diverse communities of people, the urgent need for
resolutions to a significant number of critical issues in the near future—and the seemingly
chronic nature of many of the challenges of our times—suggests a need for problem
solving on a scale most of us have never known before. There has never been a time in
the course of history when both the capacity to cultivate practical wisdom and the
capacity to build a positive and constructive consensus were as important as they are
now. Are we up to the challenge?

Hopefully, the urgency suggested by the content of this “Assessment” will be considered
sufficient to encourage readers (if they have not done so already) to explore the
assessments of many people working in many different fields of activity—and to actively
develop their own assessment of the most difficult challenges of our times. (This writer’s
10 point assessment is on p.22-24) The more people make an effort to arrive at a clear
understanding of the challenges before us, the more likely it is that we will be able build
consensus for the collective action necessary to overcome those challenges.
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A ten point assessment by The IPCR Initiative
of “the most difficult challenges of our times”

Note: The IPCR Initiative is aware that there are many very difficult issues which could be
defined as “the most difficult challenges of our times”. By even making a list at all, The IPCR
Initiative is not suggesting it can offer a definitive assessment.

The purpose of the designations made in the following ten point summary is

a) to help other people appreciate how becoming involved in a comprehensive assessment of the
challenges of our times can be useful for re-framing public discourse

b) to help other people appreciate that these issues “pervade our globe; … are complex due to the
interdependent nature of all modern nation-states; (and) are all interwoven, making it difficult, if
not impossible, to deal with one in isolation from the others….” (see last paragraph of
observation #24 in this document for source reference of this quote)

c) to illustrate how The IPCR Initiative can contribute to the resolution of even the most profound
challenges of our times.

The ten point assessment:

1) Community building associated with energy descent (see Challenges #4, 5, and 6) (as a
result of either wise decisions, key supply shortages, or lack of other options) may or may
not be accompanied by an exponential increase in compassion for our fellow human
beings. Without such an exponential increase, an increase in the need for emergency
assistance to people with basic human needs [as a result of migrations from areas where
carrying capacity has been exceeded (areas such as mega-cities), for example (see Challenge #8)]
may coincide with a decrease in our capacity to respond to such emergencies

2) “Cultures” of violence, greed, corruption, and overindulgence which have become so
common that many of us accept such as inevitable1

3) The source of threats—whether perceived or real—to the identities and/or cherished
meanings of many communities of people is too often linked to religious, spiritual, and/or
moral traditions; and such threats too often result in conflicts which cast a shadow of
negative associations onto such traditions. These negative associations have caused
many people to disassociate from the religious, spiritual, and/or moral traditions linked to
such threats; and have accumulated to such a degree that the real treasured wisdom of
many such traditions now seems as if it is hidden—or remains undiscovered. This is
unfortunate—as such treasured wisdom contains teachings which inspire and encourage
people to
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a) appreciate truth, virtue, love, and peace—and live disciplined lives for the purpose of adhering
to truth, cultivating virtue and love, and maintaining the pathways to enduring peace
b) sacrifice personal desires for the greater good of the whole
c) find contentment and quality of life while consuming less material goods and ecological
services
d) prefer peacebuilding which supports and actualizes mutually beneficial understandings,
forgiveness, and reconciliation—and which abstains from violent conflict resolution—as a way
of bringing cycles of violence to an end
e) use resources carefully, so that there is surplus available for emergency assistance
f) support community life and cultural traditions which “… bring to the fore what is often
hidden: how many good people there are, how many ways there are to do good, and how much
happiness comes to those who extend help, as well as to those who receive it.”

4), 5) and 6) Planet-wide climate chaos and global warming, the end of the era of cheap
oil (“peak oil”), and widespread resource depletion and extinction (the “Triple Crises”)

Consider the following references (with additional corroborating quotes) to pre-
conference (September, 2007) information for a “Teach In: Confronting the Global Triple
Crises—Climate Change, Peak Oil (The End of Cheap Energy), and Global Resource
Depletion and Extinction” (September 14-17, 2007 at The George Washington
University Lisner Auditorium in Washington D.C.) Sponsored by The International
Forum on Globalization (www.ifg.org) and The Institute on Policy Studies

“The planet’s ecological systems are on the verge of catastrophic change for which few
societies are prepared. So far, responses by governments to this emergency are
inadequate, or counterproductive. We call it the “Triple Crisis,” the convergence of three
advancing conditions:

a) Planet-wide climate chaos and global warming (“There is a serious risk of widespread,
catastrophic climate change if we do not begin dramatically reducing global carbon emissions”2)

b) The end of the era of cheap energy (“peak oil”) (“The peaking of world oil production
presents the U.S. and the world with an unprecedented risk management problem…. The world has never
faced a problem like this….”3 )

c) The depletion of many of the world’s key resources: water, timber, fish, fertile soil,
coral reefs; and the expected extinction of 50% of the world’s species.

“All are rooted in the same systemic problem—massive overuse of fossil fuels and the
Earth’s resources; all driven by an economic ideology of hyper growth and consumption
that’s beyond the limits of the planet to sustain.”4

7) The increasing world population and its implications relating to widespread resource
depletion (with special focus on the increasing number of people who are consuming
material goods and ecological resources indiscriminately)
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8) Current trends indicate that we are creating more and more “urban agglomerations”
(cities with a population of more than 1 million people), which require more and more
complex and energy intensive infrastructures, where it is more and more difficult to trace
the consequences of our individuals investments of time, energy, and money—and which
are the least appropriate models when it comes to implementing resolutions to many of
the other challenges included in this list.5 (Note: “Response nodes” for emergency assistance, and
centers for regional and international exchange of “weak link” materials do not require a mega-city
infrastructure base )

9) Any shortages of goodwill in times of unprecedented transition could tilt already
precarious systems into further disarray—and thus erode established systems in even the
most stable communities and regions

10) Sorting out what are real challenges and what are sound and practical solutions is
becoming more and more difficult, as there is now, in many parts of the world, a
multitude of ideas of all kinds coming to the fore in personal, family, community, and
cultural life—all at the same time.

Evidence in Support of The IPCR Initiative’s Ten Point Assessment of
“the most difficult challenges of our times”

Observations, Commentary, and Analysis (24)

1) From Washington Post article “Earth’s Sustainability Not Guaranteed….” (Shankar
Vedantam, March 30, 2005) and from the summary of the Millennium Ecosystem
Assessment, at www.greenfacts.org/en/ecosystems/index.htm#10

“…the most comprehensive analysis ever conducted on how the world’s oceans, dry
lands, forests, and species interact and depend on one another—was made public March
30, 2005 by the United Nations and by several private and public organizations.”

“The effort brought together 1,300 authors from 95 countries—including governments,
civil society groups, scientists from many universities and organizations, indigenous
people, etc.—over a 4 year period, to examine the social, economic and environmental
aspects of ecosystems.” (from Washington Post article)

(Major Findings—from the summary of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment)

a) “Over the past 50 years, humans have changed ecosystems faster and more
extensively than in any period in human history. This has been due largely to rapidly
growing demands for food, freshwater, timber, fiber, and fuel….”
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b) “The changes made to ecosystems have contributed to substantial gains in human well
being and economic development, but these gains have been achieved at growing costs.
These costs include the degradation of many ecosystem services….”
c) “This degradation of ecosystem services could get significantly worse during the next
50 years….”
d) “Reversing the degradation of ecosystems while meeting increasing demands for their
services is a challenge. This challenge can be partially met in the future under scenarious
involving significant changes to policies, institutions, and practices. However, these
required actions will have to be substantial when compared to the actions currently
taken….” (www.greenfacts.org/en/ecosystems/index.htm#10) (Accessed June 9, 2007)

2) From Executive Summary of “Post Carbon Cities: Planning for Energy and Climate
Uncertainty by Daniel Lerch, (http://postcarboncities.net/guidebook) at the website of
Post Carbon Cities (an initiative of The Post Carbon Institute) (Paragraph 1, 2, and 3)
(Accessed August 18, 2007)

“Most credible observers now recognize that our global climate faces radical change in
the coming decades if we do not take immediate and far-reaching action. Peak oil (the
coming high point and subsequent decline of world oil production) is not as widely
understood, but presents a similarly complex set of challenges.

“Time is short to prepare for peak oil and global warming. At current rates of fossil fuel
consumption we will most likely pass peak oil by 2010, and we seriously risk
widespread, catastrophic climate change if we do not begin dramatically reducing global
carbon emissions.

“Post Carbon Cities: Planning for Energy and Climate Uncertainty” provides guidance
and support to local government officials and staff for meeting three critical goals:
breaking community dependence on oil, stopping community contributions to global
warming, and preparing the community to thrive in a time of energy and climate
uncertainty. The most direct strategy for achieving these goals is to reduce consumption
and produce locally: reduce the community's overall consumption, and develop the
capacity of local farmers and manufacturers to provide for the community's basic needs.
The more your community can get its energy and basic goods from local sources, the less
vulnerable it will be to rising and unstable oil prices, and the less it will contribute to
climate change.”

3) From “Zero Carbon Britain”, a document from the Centre for Alternative Technology
(UK) From section “Executive Summary” (paragraphs 1 and 2) (p. 12) at
http://www.zerocarbonbritain.com/images/zerocarbonbritain.pdf (Accessed August 18, 2007)
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“This report is the Centre for Alternative Technology’s considered response to the current
understanding of the global climate.

“Two things have changed in recent years.

• The international scientific consensus on the causes and gravity of climate change has
moved from ‘perhaps’ to ‘certainly’.
• A number of significant positive feedbacks have been identified in the climate system.
Their effect is such that humanity’s greenhouse gas emissions will act merely as a trigger
for much greater and more rapid climatic changes.”

4) From the website of “Transition Culture” at www.transitionculture.org (from Rob
Hopkins notes from a talk by the director of the “Zero Carbon Britain” project, Paul
Allen) (see http://transitionculture.org/2007/08/10/cats-zero-carbon-britain-report)
(paragraph 4) (Accessed August 18, 2007)

“Paul Allen: The Government argues for 60% cuts by 2050, this will not do the job that
climate scientists tell us we need to do. Our emissions are a detonator, a trigger, creating
larger and larger feedback loops, for example, sea absorbs heat better than ice, and
warming seas release methane hydrates, which have a far higher impact on climate. To
avoid runaway feedbacks, we need zero carbon in 20 years. Alongside the climate
challenge is peak oil. We’ve got through half of the world’s total reserves in 150 years.
Another pressing issue is global equity. It is morally unacceptable that the rich get richer
while the poor get poorer.”

5) From the website of The Intergovermental Panel on Climate Change, at www.ipcc.ch
(Accessed August 18, 2007)

“The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has been established by WMO
and UNEP to assess scientific, technical and socio- economic information relevant for the
understanding of climate change, its potential impacts and options for adaptation and
mitigation. It is currently finalizing its Fourth Assessment Report "Climate Change
2007", also referred to as AR4.” (To be released November 2007) This Summary Report
is described by the IPCC website (http://www.ipcc.ch) as follows: “2500+ scientific
expert reviewers, 800+ contributing authors, 450+ lead authors from, 130+ countries… 6
years work, 4 volumes, 1 report” “A comprehensive and rigorous picture of the global
present state of knowledge of climate change.”

6) From Wikipedia article titled Global Warming (see section “Greenhouse Gases in the
Atmosphere”, paragraph 3) (Accessed August 18, 2007)

“On Earth, the major natural greenhouse gases are water vapor, which causes about 36–
70% of the greenhouse effect (not including clouds); carbon dioxide (CO2), which causes
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9–26%; methane (CH4), which causes 4–9%; and ozone, which causes 3–7%.[16][17] Some
other naturally occurring gases contribute very small fractions of the greenhouse effect;
one of these, nitrous oxide (N2O), is increasing in concentration owing to human activity
such as agriculture. The atmospheric concentrations of CO2 and methane have increased
by 31% and 149% respectively above pre-industrial levels since 1750. These levels are
considerably higher than at any time during the last 650,000 years, the period for which
reliable data has been extracted from ice cores. From less direct geological evidence it is
believed that CO2 values this high were last attained 20 million years ago.[18] Fossil fuel
burning has produced about three-quarters of the increase in CO2 from human activity
over the past 20 years. Most of the rest is due to land-use change, in particular
deforestation.[19]”

7) From the “Hirsch Report” [“The Peaking of World Oil Production: Impacts,
Mitigation and Risk Management”—Project Leader: Robert L. Hirsch (SAIC)
Commissioned by the Department of Energy, and dated February, 2005]
[Accessible at the website of Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD)(USA) at
www.bartlett.house.gov/EnergyUpdates/ ]

(in “Summary and Concluding Remarks”)

“Over the past century the development of the U.S. economy and lifestyle has been
fundamentally shaped by the availability of abundant, low-cost oil. Oil scarcity and
several-fold oil price increases due to world oil production peaking could have dramatic
impacts.” (see Point #2: “Oil Peaking Could Cost the U.S. Economy Dearly”, p. 64)

“The world has never faced a problem like this. Without massive mitigation more than a
decade before the fact, the problem will be pervasive and will not be temporary.” (see
Point #3: “Oil Peaking Presents a Unique Challenge”, p. 64)

(in “Executive Summary”)

“The peaking of world oil production presents the U.S. and the world with an
unprecedented risk management problem. As peaking is approached, liquid fuel prices
and price volatility will increase dramatically, and, without timely mitigation, the
economic, social, and political costs will be unprecedented.” (see paragraph 1, p. 4)

“The challenge of oil peaking deserves immediate, serious attention, if risks are to be
fully understood and mitigation begun on a timely basis.” (see point #2, p. 5)

8) From Richard Heinberg’s Museletter #184 titled “A View from Oil’s Peak” (at
http://www.richardheinberg.com/museletter/184 ) (from closing paragraph) (Accessed
September 6, 2007) (from Richard Heinberg’s website at http://www.richardheinberg.com/
[Note: Richard Heinberg is widely acknowledged as one of the world's foremost Peak
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Oil educators. He is a journalist, educator, editor, lecturer, and a Core Faculty member of
New College of California, where collaborative efforts between faculty, students, and a
variety of other “stakeholders” are creating models for “Powerdown” efforts at the
regional and community level. Some of the books he has written: The Party's Over: Oil,
War, and the Fate of Industrial Societies; Powerdown; The Oil Depletion Protocol: A
Plan to Avert Wars, Terrorism, and Economic Collapse; and Peak Everything: Waking
Up to a Century of Declines”]

“The human community’s central task for the coming decades must be the undoing of its
dependence on oil, coal, and natural gas in order to deal with the twin crises of resource
depletion and climate chaos. It is surely fair to say that fossil fuel dependency constitutes
a systemic problem of a kind and scale that no society has ever had to address before. If
we are to deal with this challenge successfully, we must engage in systemic thinking that
leads to sustained, bold action.”

9) From pre-conference information for “Teach In: Confronting the Global Triple
Crises—Climate Change, Peak Oil (The End of Cheap Energy), and Global Resource
Depletion and Extinction” (September 14-17, 2007 at The George Washington
University Lisner Auditorium in Washington D.C.) Sponsored by The International
Forum on Globalization (www.ifg.org) and The Institute on Policy Studies (with other
co-sponsers) From Teach-In Flyer and Draft Program at
http://www.ifg.org/events/Triple_Crisis_Speakers.pdf (see p. 2)

“The Way Forward—Toward New Economies of Sustainability, Equity, Sufficiency and
Peace (‘Less and Local’)”

“The planet’s ecological systems are on the verge of catastrophic change for which few
societies are prepared. So far, responses by governments to this emergency are
inadequate, or counterproductive. We call it the “Triple Crisis,” the convergence of three
advancing conditions:

a) Planet-wide climate chaos and global warming;
b) The end of the era of cheap energy (“peak oil”);
c) The depletion of many of the world’s key resources: water, timber, fish, fertile

soil, coral reefs; and the expected extinction of 50% of the world’s
species.

“All are rooted in the same systemic problem—massive overuse of fossil fuels and the
Earth’s resources; all driven by an economic ideology of hyper growth and consumption
that’s beyond the limits of the planet to sustain.”
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10) From the website of the U.S. Department of Energy (from the homepage, see
“Energy Sources”/”Fossil Fuels”) (paragaraph 1) at
http://www.energy.gov/energysources/fossilfuels.htm (Accessed September 5, 2007)

“Fossil fuels – coal, oil and natural gas -- currently provide more than 85% of all the
energy consumed in the United States, nearly two-thirds of our electricity, and virtually
all of our transportation fuels. Moreover, it is likely that the nation’s reliance on fossil
fuels to power an expanding economy will actually increase over at least the next two
decades even with aggressive development and deployment of new renewable and
nuclear technologies. “

11) From March 14, 2006 special presentation to Congress on the subject of peak oil
by Roscoe Bartlett, Congressman, House of Representatives (R-MD) (USA)
(he has made many such presentations….) (Accessible at
http://www.xecu.net/thorn/PO/PO-March14-2006.html -- excerpts are from
paragraphs 13, 14, and 16 after the [Time: 20:15] entry)

“The United States currently has 5% of the world’s population but uses 25% of the
world’s annual energy production…. This disproportionate consumption of energy
relative to global consumption causes loss of the world’s goodwill…. A more equitable
distribution of resources is in our best interests for a peaceful future.” (from an Army
Corps of Engineer’s Report quoted by Roscoe Bartlett, Congressman, House of
Representatives (R-MD) (USA) in his March 14, 2006 special presentation)

[Special Note: “(Difficulties) can challenge us to maximize our potential for individual personal growth
and mutual benefit.” (p. 7 “Eight Essential Steps to Conflict Resolution” Dudley Weeks)]

12) From April 20, 2005 special presentation to Congress on the subject of peak oil
by Roscoe Bartlett, Congressman, House of Representatives (R-MD) (USA)
(he has made many such presentations….) (Accessible at
www.bartlett.house.gov/EnergyUpdates/

“If, in fact, we have reached peak oil… and I spoke here on the Floor a bit more than 5
weeks ago for an hour on this subject-- and we have had a lot of people come through our
offices and a lot of phone calls and e-mails from all around the world, and I will tell my
colleagues that there is nobody who does not believe that we are either at peak oil or will
shortly be at peak oil.” (p.4)
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13) From May 2, 2006 special presentation to Congress on the subject of peak oil
by Roscoe Bartlett, Congressman, House of Representatives (R-MD) (USA)
(he has made many such presentations….) (Accessible at
www.bartlett.house.gov/EnergyUpdates/

“World proved reserves lifetime for oil is about 41 years, most of this at a declining
availability. Our current throwaway nuclear cycle uses up the world reserve of low-cost
uranium in about 20 years. We will see significant depletion of Earth’s finite fossil
resources in this century. We must act now to develop the technology and infrastructure
necessary to transition to other sources.” (p.5)

14) From “Revisiting Carrying Capacity: Area Based Indicators of Sustainability”, by
William E. Rees, 1996, (at www.dieoff.org/page110.htm) (Accessed June 9, 2007)

“Ecological Footprint—The corresponding area of productive land and aquatic
ecosystems required to produce the resources used, and to assimilate the wastes
produced, by a defined population at a specified material standard of living, wherever on
Earth that land may be located.” (in subsection “’Footprinting’ the Human Economy”; in Box 3 “A
Family of Area-based Sustainability Indicators”)

“Cities necessarily appropriate the ecological output and life support functions of distant
regions all over the world through commercial trade and the natural biogeochemical
cycles of energy and material. Indeed, the annual flows of natural income required by
any defined population can be called its ‘appropriated carrying capacity.’ Since for every
material flow there must be a corresponding land/ecosystem source or sink, the total area
of land/water required to sustain these flows on a continuous basis is the true ‘ecological
footprint’ of the referent population on the Earth.” [see section “Appropriating Carrying
Capacity and Ecological Footprints” (paragraph 5)]

“… as a result of high population densities, the enormous increase in per capita energy
and material consumption made possible by (and required by) technology, and
universally increasing dependencies on trade, the ecological locations of human
settlements no longer coincide with their geographic locations. Twentieth century cities
and industrial regions are dependent for survival and growth on a vast and increasingly
global hinterland of ecologically productive landscapes.” [see section “Appropriating Carrying
Capacity and Ecological Footprints” (paragraph 4)]

15) From Press Release (August 13, 2002) “Londoners Running Up Massive Debt on
Earth’s Resources” at www.citylimitslondon.com/city_limits_press_release.htm
(Accessed June 10, 2007)

“The City Limits Report reveals each Londoner has an ecological footprint of 6.63 global
hectares…. The current calculation for a sustainable footprint is 2.18 global hectares.”
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“Paper and plastics are the biggest hitters in the material and wastes footprint. Paper’s
large contribution is accounted for partly by the large quantities Londoners use,
2,908,000 tonnes (per year)…. Londoners consume less plastic than paper—691,000
tonnes (per year)—but because it is derived from fossil fuel and very little is currently re-
cycled, plastic makes up a large part of the average Londoner’s footprint.”

“Forty one per cent of the Ecological Footprint (2.80 gha) is accounted for by the food
Londoners eat…. In total, London consumes 6.9 million tones of food (per year), more
than three quarters of which is imported. London throws away 560,000 tonnes of food
(per year) as waste.”

16) From “Revisiting Carrying Capacity: Area Based Indicators of Sustainability”, by
William E. Rees, 1996 (at www.dieoff.org/page110.htm) (Accessed June 10, 2007)

“Ecological Deficit—The level of resource consumption and waste discharge by a
defined economy or population in excess of locally/regionally sustainable natural
production and assimilative capacity (also, in spatial terms, the difference between that
economy/population’s ecological footprint and the geographic area it actually occupies).”
[see section “Appropriating Carrying Capacity and Ecological Footprints” (Box 3: “A Family of
Area-Based Sustainability Indicators”)]

“….However, our analysis of physical flows shows that these and most other so-called
‘advanced’ economies are running massive, unaccounted, ecological deficits with the rest
of the planet (Table 1)…. These data emphasize that all the countries listed, except for
Canada, are overpopulated in ecological terms—they could not sustain themselves at
current material standards if forced by changing circumstances to live on their remaining
endowments of domestic natural capital. This is hardly a good model for the rest of the
world to follow.” [see section “Appropriating Carrying Capacity and Ecological Footprints”
(and subsection “’Footprinting’ the Human Economy”, paragraphs 10-11)]

“Ecological Footprint Analysis supports the argument that to be sustainable, economic
growth has to be much less material and energy intensive than at present.” [in subsection
“Addressing the Double-Bind of Sustainability”, see “Bullet” #6]

17) From presentation/essay “The Significance of the Global Ecovillage Movement”
(by Ted Trainer, University of New South Wales, Australia) (see
http://socialwork.arts.unsw.edu.au/tsw/D09The SigOfTheGEM.html
(Accessed June 10, 2007)

“The transition required is so vast that most of us (including me) would say our chances
of achieving it are slight.”
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18) From the “Introduction” to the Ecovillage section of the Findhorn Foundation
website titled (at http://www.findhonr.org/ecovillage/display_new.php) (Accessed June 9,
2007)

“Ecovillage Education at Findhorn is a conscious response to the urgent environmental
call of our times…. The ecovillage model presents itself as an inspiring and viable
solution to eradication of poverty and degradation of the environment, while combining a
supportive social-cultural environment with a low-impact lifestyle….”

“The Findhorn Ecovillage is used as a teaching resource by many university and school
groups as well as by professional organisations. We also design and deliver
Ecovillage/Sustainability Education courses to communities, groups, universities and
municipalities worldwide. For more information contact: esd@findhorn.org

“You are invited to join the ecovillage movement which has grown from 9 "seed"
villages in 1995 (First Intl Conference at Findhorn) to more than 15,000 villages
associated with the Global Ecovillage Network today, including several "Living and
Learning Centers;" villages which have created training programs to assist other
communities.”

19) From the website of UN Habitat—United Nations Human Settlements Programme—
at http://www.unhabitat.org (from “Media Centre/Press Kits” section)

a) from “State of the World’s Cities 2004-5” (foreward by Kofi Annan, UN Sec. Gen.)
(at http://www.unhabitat.org/documents/media_centre/sowc/sgforeward.pdf)

“Many cities face pervasive and persistent problems, including growing poverty,
deepening inequality and polarization, widespread corruption at the local level, high rates
of urban crime and violence, and deteriorating living conditions.”

b) from “Financing Urban Shelters: Global Report on Human Settlements 2005)”
(see article “Sustainable Urbanisation: A Shack by Any Standards”)
at http://www.unhabitat.org/documents/media_centre/ghs/GRHS05F3.pdf

“A shack, about 2 metres long and 2 metres wide, is home to a family composed of
husband, wife and four children. It is just one of 7700 such shacks in a street behind the
residential area in Delhi….”

“The circumstances described above are very similar to those experienced by the vast
majority of the more than 900 million slum dwellers all over the world…”
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c) from “State of the World’s Cities 2006-7” (introduction by Dr. Anna Tibaijuka,
Executive Director of UN-Habitat) (at
http://www.unhabitat.org/documents/media_centre/sowcr2006/SOWCR_ED.pdf)

“… unless concerted action is taken to redress urban inequalities, cities may well become
the predominant sites of deprivation, social exclusion and instability worldwide.”

20) From the New Society Publisher’s summary of “Relocalize Now! Getting Ready for
Climate Change and the End of Cheap Oil” (by Post Carbon Institute contributors,
including Julian Darley) (forthcoming in 2007)( see http://www.amazon.com/Relocalize-
Now-Getting-Climate-Change/dp/0865715459 for more information) (Accessed August
31, 2007)

“This timely guide from The Post Carbon Institute analyses the full depth of the crises of
industrial civilization, outlines the centrality of the global economic system in this crises,
and then proposes a plan for global relocalization of our way of life.”

21) From essay “Embody Peace” (by Dr. Hizkias Assefa) in “The Handbook of
International Peacebuilding: Into the Eye of the Storm” (John Paul Lederach, ed.)
Jossey-Bass, San Francisco 2002

From Lesson 3-- “When we attempt to build peace without being embodiments of peace
ourselves, we inflict violence without even knowing we are doing so. That might be why
we professionals have not been very successful in our peacebuilding efforts, especially
when it comes to going beyond stopping war and transforming relationships and society.”

From Lesson 4—“If indeed peacebuilding is about addressing and transforming root
causes of conflicts, then there is a great deal of peacebuilding work that has to be done in
those societies that are benefiting from the global system at the expense of generating
injustice and crises in other societies.”

From Conclusion—“Working at the subsystem level without addressing the forces at the
larger systemic level that undermine the work at the subsystem level will not lead to any
durable outcome.”

22) From “Sathya Sai Speaks” (Vol. 1-15) (Discourses by Sri Sathya Sai Baba from
the years 1953-1982) (Published by Sri Sathya Sai Books and Publications Trust Prasanthi
Nilayam India) (and from “Meditation Know-How” by Swami Sivananda)
(Note: “Sathya Sai Speaks” Vol. 1-35 can be accessed via the Internet
at http://www.sathyasai.org/search/default.htm) (Accessed June 10, 2007)
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“An undisciplined person is a danger to society; any moment he may run amuck. Man
must recognize what limits, regulations, and do’s and don’ts are laid down by the sages
of the past in order to ensure social security and individual advancement.”

(SSS 14.33 p.181)

“Man has to be continually examining every desire that emerges in his mind, so that he
may suppress or destroy or by-pass or obey. He must learn, from parents, elders,
teachers, friends, and the leaders of the land—(and from) the books written by wise men
of his own as well as other countries—the standards by which he can test his desires.”

(SSS 12.44 p.242)

“Just as you will have to take back with care your cloth that is fallen on a thorny plant, by
removing the thorns slowly one by one; so also, you will have to collect back with care
and effort the dissipated rays of the mind that have been thrown over sensual objects for
very many years.” (Swami Sivananda in “Meditation Know-How” p. 132)

“At present, we have Dharma, in plenty, in books and perhaps, even in the words we
speak. But, without the strength derived from dedication and faith, and from purity of
character and conduct, Dharma is powerless to earn the Grace of God. That is the
situation in which we are today. (SSS 10.22 p.130)

“It is a call and a challenge, for you, to provide comfort and consolation to those in need,
to seek out means and methods to increase the ways in which you can help others and
contribute to their joy.” (SSS 12.49 p.268)

“Your task… is to grow in love, expand that love, practice love, strengthen love, and
finally become Love… love expressed through service to those that draw the love from
you, and by drawing, help to increase it and deepen it.” (SSS 9.30 p.158)

“The mariner uses his compass to guide him aright amidst the dark storm clouds and
raging waves. When Man is overwhelmed by the dark clouds of despair and the raging
confusion of irrepressible desires, he too, has a compass which will point to him the
direction he has to take…. That compass is a Society that is dedicated to the propagation
of Spiritual Discipline.” (SSS 8.21 p.108)

“Dharmo rakshathi rakshithaha—‘Dharma guards its guardians.’” (SSS 5.16 p.90)

23) From the website of “Earth and Religions: Crisis, Opportunity, Convergence”
(subtitled: “An Interfaith/Environmental Conference/Engaging All People in the
Quest for a Sustainable World”) (held June 9-12, 2005) Excerpt from website
section titled “Letter from Satish” (Satish Kumar) (at www.earthandreligion.com)
(Accessed June 10, 2007)
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“Leaders and activists in the environmental and social justice movement often consider
spiritual and religious organizations irrelevant. They see religious pursuit and practice as
being too self-centered and not engaged with the real world. In the same manner,
religious leaders and organizations look upon the environmental and social justice
movements as a waste of time. They believe that the only real change is personal change,
and if all human beings behaved well and lived religiously then the world’s problems will
sort themselves out.”

24) From Chapter 53 of “Te-Tao Ching” (by Lao Tzu) (possibly written in 6th Century B.C.E.,
sufficient evidence unavailable) (translation by Robert G. Hendricks) Ballantine Books
New York 1989

“Were I to have the least bit of knowledge, in walking on a Great Road,
it’s only going astray that I would fear.
The Great Way is very level;
But people greatly delight in tortuous paths.”

25) From “Permaculture and Energy” (by David Holmgren, co-creator of the
“permaculture” concept) (article first written in 1990, published in “Permaculture
Activist” Issue #31 May, 1994) (see subsection titled “Mollison”)
(http://permacultureactivist.net/Holmgren/holmgren.htm) (Accessed June 10, 2007)

“The transition from an unsustainable fossil fuel-based economy back to a solar-based
(agriculture and forestry) economy will (require making best use) of the embodied energy
that we inherit from industrial culture. This embodied energy is contained within a vast
array of things, infrastructure, cultural processes and ideas, mostly inappropriately
configured for the ‘solar’ economy. It is the task of our age to take this great wealth,
reconfigure it, and apply it to the development of sustainable systems.”

26) From “Future Studies in the K-12 Curriculum” by John D. Haas
Social Science Educational Consortium 1988
(cited here for “comprehensive” list, and for perspective on progress since 1988)

“One futurist has called our present predicament a ‘crisis of crises,’ which emphasizes the
complexity and interrelatedness of concurrent crises.

“Those individual crises that comprise the megacrisis are variously named and described
by different authors.
“Lester Brown views the megacrises from the perspective of an ecologist. For Brown,
these are the issues:
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1) The carrying capacity of the planet
2) The “Tragedy of the Commons” (i.e. the dilemma that self-interest pays off

when the individual uses up as much of the social common stock as he or
she is allowed before using his or her own private stock)

a) Overfishing of the ocean ‘commons’
b) Deforestation of the forest ‘commons’
c) Overgrazing
d) Overplowing
e) Overloading air, water, and land (i.e. pollution)

3) Consequences of No. 2
a) Loss of cropland and erosion
b) Polluted oceans (the ‘ultimate sink’)
c) Endangered species
d) Environmentally induced illnesses
e) Inadvertent climate change and natural disasters

4) The overpopulation threat
5) The depletion of energy resources
6) The food shortage (and attendant problems of shortage of arable land and

pollution caused by fertilizers)
7) The economic sphere: unemployment, inflation, scarce capital, and

diminishing returns
8) The unequal distribution of wealth within and between nations, and absolute

and relative poverty
9) The advantages and problems of technology
10) The problems of accommodation and social change

“Willis Harman talks about the ‘five fundamental failures of the industrial era paradigm.’
The industrial paradigm encompasses industrialization, science, materialism, and
pragmatism (utilitarianism plus hedonism). The five failures of the paradigm are:

1) Failure to provide individuals with opportunities to contribute to society and to
be affirmed by society in return (i.e. problems of personal alienation and
efficacy)

2) Failure to foster equitable distribution of power and justice (i.e. the problems
of socioeconomic classes and of rich and poor nations)

3) Failure to foster responsible technology management
4) Failure to provide goals and visions capable of attracting loyalties and

commitments (i.e. the problem of a lack of positive and compelling
images of the future)

5) Failure to maintain the habitability of the planet
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“Finally, this writer (John D. Haas) has developed two lists of global problems: the first
includes problems at the surface in global societies—physical, material, economic,
political problems; and the second lists problems that lie beneath the surface of society—
consciousness, cultural, infrastructural problems. The first list is termed ‘Societal
Problems’ and the second, ‘Cultural Problems.’

“Societal Problems:

1) Hunger and inadequate nutrition: starvation
2) Depletion of natural resources: arable land, water, air, and fossil fuels
3) Extinction of plant and animal species
4) Inequality—between nations and within a single nation—of material wealth,

risk capital, and natural resources
5) Overpopulation by nation, region, or urban areas
6) Economic imperialism: rich nations exploiting poorer nations
7) Threats of wars: nuclear, ‘acquisition,’ and/or ‘redistribution’
8) Plagues, other diseases, and inadequate medical care
9) Environmental degradation: pollution, waste disposal, etc.
10) Crime and other violations of human and property rights
11) Shortages: of medicines, foods, energy, fertilizers, etc.
12) Economic malfunctions: depression, recession, unemployment, inflation
13) Credibility gaps: between and among politicians, scientists, business leaders,

and citizens
14) Illiteracy, overschooling, and overspecialization
15) Guerrila warfare, terrorism, and other forms of violent aggression
16) Social pathologies: superaffluence, conspicuous consumption, and

‘demonstration effects’

“Cultural Problems: (including)

5) The tacit acceptance of a cynical drift in human affairs
6) The tendency toward rampant hedonism, myopic presentism, and unbridled

individualism
7) The lack of positive and hopeful symbols and dreams of global, communal,

conjoint living
10) The lack of a collective will to act when action is necessary

“What is clear from these lists is that, although local manifestations may vary, these
issues pervade our globe; they are complex due to the interdependent nature of all
modern nation-states; they are all interwoven, making it difficult, if not impossible, to
deal with one in isolation from the others; and they are long-term, destined to be with us
for at least the next 25 years.” (from a book published in 1988)
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Evidence in Support of The IPCR Initiative’s Ten Point Assessment of
“the most difficult challenges of our times”

Related Statistics (17)

1) World Population

In 1804, the world population was 1 billion.
In 1927, the world population was 2 billion (123 years later).
In 1960, the world population was 3 billion (33 years later).
In 1974, the world population was 4 billion (14 years later).
In 1987, the world population was 5 billion (13 years later).
In 1999, the world population was 6 billion (12 years later).
As of January 16, 2007 (23.39 GMT EST + 5), the world population was estimated

to be 6,570,255,064

(from www.infoplease.com at www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0883352.html; and U.S. Bureau
of the Census POP Clock estimate at www.census.gov/cgi-bin/ipc/popclockw)
(Both accessed on June 10, 2007)

2) Percent of World Population Living in Urban Areas

“In 1800, only 3% of the world’s population lived in urban areas.”
“In 1900, almost 14% of the world’s population lived in urban areas.”
“In 1950, 30% of the world’s population lived in urban areas. 83 cities had 1 million or

more inhabitants.”
“In 2000, about 47% of the world’s population lived in urban areas. 411 cities had

1 million or more inhabitants.”

(from website of Population Reference Bureau-- see
http://www.prb.org/Educators/TeachersGuides/HumanPopulation/Urbanization.aspx)
(see paragraphs one and two) (Accessed June 9, 2007)

3) Number of Vehicles, Worldwide

“In 1900, only 4,192 passenger cars were in existence (there were no trucks, buses, etc.)”
“In 1968, there were 169,994,128 passenger cars in the world, and 46,614,342 trucks and

buses—for a total worldwide, of 216,608,470 motor vehicles.”
“In 1996, there were 485,954,000 cars registered worldwide, and 185,404,000 trucks and

buses—for a total, worldwide, of 671,358,000 motor vehicles.”
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[from Glenn Elert’s webpage “Number of Cars”—(statistics attributed to various sources)
at http://hypertextbook.com/facts/2001/MarinaStasenko.shtml) (Accessed June 9, 2007)

4) Number of Traffic Fatalities, Worldwide (1998)

“Of the 5.8 million people who died of injuries in 1998, 1,170,694 died as a direct result
of injuries sustained in a motor vehicle accident.”

[cited in “Safety Statistics” section of www.safecarguide.com; (quoted from “Injury: A
Leading Cause of the Global Burden of Disease” by the World Health Organization)
see http://www.safecarguide.com/exp/statistics/idx.htm (in paragraph 6)]
(Accessed June 10, 2007)

5) Television Viewing, United States

“The amount of TV that the average American watches per day: over 4 hours.”
“The number of TV commercials viewed by American children a year: 40,000”
“The number of TV commercials seen by the average American by age 65: 2 million.”

(from the TV Turnoff Network website, see TV Facts and Figures
(http://www.tvturnoff.org/factsheets.htm) (Fact Sheets subsection) (Accessed June 10, 2007)

6) Global Spending on Advertising, Worldwide, 2002

“Global spending on advertising reached $444 billion in 2002.”

(from “Online Features/Vital Signs Facts/Advertising Targets the Young” section of the
Worldwatch Institute website, see http://www.worldwatch.org/node/84)
(Accessed June 10, 2007)

7) Global Consumer Class, 2004

“By virtually any measure—household expenditures, number of consumers, extraction of
raw materials—consumption of goods and services has risen steadily in industrial nations
for decades, and it is growing rapidly in many developing countries.”

“By one calculation, there are now more than 1.7 billion members of ‘the consumer
class’—nearly half of them in the developing world. A lifestyle and culture that became
common in Europe, North America, Japan, and a few other pockets of the world in the
twentieth century is going global in the twenty-first.”
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(from the “Online Features/Consumption/State of Consumption: Trends and Facts”
section of the Worldwatch Institute website at http://www.worldwatch.org/node/810)
(Accessed June 10, 2007)

8) Ecological Footprint Analysis

“If just the present world population of 5.8 billion people (analysis published in 1994)
were to live at current North American ecological standards (say 4.5 ha/person), a
reasonable first approximation of the total productive land requirement would be 26
billion ha (assuming present technology). However, there are only just over 13 billion ha
of land on Earth, of which only 8.8 billion are ecologically productive cropland, pasture
or forest (i.e. only 1.5 ha/person available at best). In short, we would need an additional
2 planet Earths to accommodate the increased ecological load of people alive today. If
the population were to stabilize at between 10 and 11 billion sometime in the next
century, 5 additional Earths would be needed, all else being equal—and this just to
maintain the present rate of ecological decline.”

[from “Revisiting Carrying Capacity: Area Based Indicators of Sustainability” (in
subsection “Appropriated Carrying Capacity and Ecological Footprints”, see paragraph
20) by William E. Rees (1996), see www.dieoff.org/page110htm] (Accessed June 9, 2007)

9) Deaths, Children Younger Than 5 (each year) (worldwide)

“10 million children younger than 5 die every year, more than half from hunger-related
causes. Most of these deaths are attributed, not to outright starvation, but to diseases that
move in on vulnerable children whose goodies have been weakened by hunger. The four
most common childhood illnesses are diarrhea, acute respiratory illness, malaria and
measles. Each of these illnesses is both preventable and treatable. Yet, poverty interferes
in parents’ ability to access immunizations and medicines. Chronic undernourishment on
top of insufficient treatment greatly increases a child’s risk of death.”

(from “Hunger Facts: International/Facts and Figures on Health” section of the Bread for
the World website, see http://www.bread.org/learn/hunger-basics/hunger-facts-
international.html) (Accessed June 16, 2007)

10) Number of Deaths Attributed to Hunger and Poor Sanitation (in the years 1950-2000)

“An estimated 17% (8,549,000 people) of all deaths in the world in 1990 were due to
malnutrition, unsafe water, and (poor) sanitation. If that 17% were applied to the years
(1950-2000), (then we may conclude that) more than 418,000,000 (over 400 million)
people have died of hunger and poor sanitation in the (50 years from 1950-2000)….”
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[in “A Program to End World Hunger: Hunger 2000—Tenth Annual Report of the State
of World Hunger” Bread for the World Institute, see http://www.bread.org/learn/hunger-
reports/hunger-report-pdfs/hunger-report-2000/introduction.pdf) (see Introduction, p. 4)
(excerpt quoted from “The Global Burden of Disease: Summary” by Christopher Murray
and Alan D. Lopez, eds.)] (Accessed June 16, 2007)

11) Deaths by Violent Conflict, 1900-2000

“In the 20th Century, an estimated 191 million people lost their lives directly or indirectly
as a result of conflict, and well over half of them were civilians.”

(from search using “Injuries and Violence Prevention” in the World Health Organization
website, in the section “Facts Sheets” associated with “The World Report on Violence
and Health” by the World Health Organization, Geneva 2002. see
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/world_report/factsheets/en/colle
ctiveviolfacts.pdf (Accessed June 16, 2007)

12) Deaths by Murder or Non-Negligent Manslaughter, United States (1983-2002)

“According to FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation) statistics, in a document titled
‘Crime in the United States, 2002’-- there were an average of 19,969 deaths by murder
or non-negligent manslaughter per year in the United States, during the years 1983-2002”

(from “Crime Index Offenses Reported/United States, 1983-2002” section of the United
States Federal Bureau of Investigation website,
(http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/cius_02/html/web/offreported/02-table01.html)
(Accessed June 10, 2007)

13) Small Arms Statistics, 2003

“There are at least 639 million firearms in the world today, of which 59% are legally held
by citizens.”

“At least 1,134 companies in 98 countries worldwide are involved in some aspect of the
production of small arms and/or ammunition.”

(from the “Publications/Yearbook” section of the Small Arms Survey website, in the
subsection “About the Small Arms Survey 2003”, at
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/files/sas/publications/year_b_pdf/2003/2003SAS_press-
release_yb03_en.pdf) (Accessed June 9, 2007)
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Or—from a document titled “State of the World’s Cities (2004-2005): General
Overview: Urbanization & the Economic Contribution of Cities” (see p. 5)
from UN-Habitat website, at
http://www.unhabitat.org/documents/media_centre/sowc/ContritoCities.pdf
(Accessed June 16, 2007)

“500 million small arms produced by 300 manufacturers in 74 countries are believed to
be in circulation in the world, either legally or outside of regulatory state controls.
Despite this, international trade in small arms is currently highly unregulated. 40% of the
international flow of small arms is attributed to illicit trafficking.”

14) Small Arms Statistics, 2007

(from “Press Release” for “Small Arms Survey 2007: Guns and The City”; see
paragraphs 1 and 2)

“Large-scale and uncontrolled urbanization is often accompanied by decreasing levels of
public safety and appears to be associated with increased rates of armed violence, finds
the 2007 edition of the Small Arms Survey. The drug trade, the availability of weapons,
opportunities for criminal gain, and the social dislocation and anonymity of large cities
all contribute to armed violence. A dearth of employment opportunities and resources in
some cities is a factor in the onset of urban conflicts, from Brazil and Guatemala to South
Africa and India.

“‘Cities are now home to the majority of the world’s population and present particular
challenges for tackling armed violence,’ said Keith Krause, Programme Director of the
Geneva-based Small Arms Survey. ‘Whereas urbanization used to be associated with
industrialization and economic growth, this link has been broken. Today’s urban sprawl
sees 25 million people each year join the one billion people who are living in slums—
often sites of violence and coercion—while the wealthy retreat to gated communities,’
said Krause.”

(in the section “About the Small Arms Survey 2007”; in the subsection “Key Findings” )

“• There are at least 875 million combined civilian, law enforcement, and military
firearms in the world today.
• Civilians own approximately 650 million firearms worldwide, roughly 75 per cent of
the known total. US citizens alone own some 270 million of these, with about 90 firearms
for every 100 people.
• At least 60 states made what could reasonably be interpreted as irresponsible small arms
shipments to 36 countries during the period 2002–04.
• The 2007 Small Arms Transparency Barometer indicates that transparency among the
major exporters of small arms and light weapons remains poor in many countries. Among
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the most transparent are the United States, France, Italy, Norway, the United Kingdom,
and Germany. The least transparent are Bulgaria, North Korea, and South Africa….

“• Large-scale and uncontrolled urbanization appears to be associated with increased
rates of armed violence.
• Rapid urbanization is generally coupled with decreasing levels of public safety, posing
serious challenges to the provision of security and justice.”

From “Small Arms Survey 2007: Guns and The City” [from the the Small Arms Survey
website (see publications tab)] (website address
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/files/sas/publications/yearb2007.html) (Accessed August
31, 2007)

15) The Global Drugs Trade and The Global Arms Trade, 2002

“The global drugs trade and the global arms trade are integral to violence in both
developing and industrialized countries. Even modest progress on either front will
contribute to reducing the amount and degree of violence suffered by millions of people.
To date, however—and despite their high profile in the world arena—no solutions seem
to be in sight for these problems.”

From the “World Report on Violence and Health” (World Health Organization
Geneva 2002) in Chapter 9 “The Way Forward: Recommendations for Action” p. 254
(at http://whqlibdoc.who.int/hq/2002/9241545615.pdf) (Accessed June 16, 2007)

16) Worldwide Military Expenditures, 1996-2005

“According to an estimate by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, world
military expenditures for the years 1996-2005 totaled 8.327 trillion dollars
($8,327,000,000,000) (8,327 billion dollars).

(from “Table on World and Regional Military Expenditures 1988-2005” in “Sipri Data on
Military Expenditure” section of Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
website (http://www.sipri.org/contents/milap/milex/mex_wnr_table.html) (Accessed June 9,
2007)

17) Land (in hectares)(worldwide) which presents no serious limitations to agriculture
(Note: 1 hectare = 2.471 acres)

“Not all the soil which covers the Earth’s ice-free land surface is suited for growing
crops. In fact, of the total area of some 13 billion hectares, a mere 11% represents no
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serious limitations to agriculture. The rest is either too dry, too wet, too poor in nutrients,
too shallow, or too cold.”

(from “Gaia: An Atlas of Planetary Management” by Dr. Norman Myers (Ed.)
Doubleday and Company Garden City 1984 p.24)

18) % of Total Labor Force working as Farmers, U.S., 1790-1990

1790—Farmers made up about 90% of labor force
1840—Farmers made up about 69% of labor force
1850—Farmers made up about 64% of labor force
1860—Farmers made up about 58% of labor force
1870—Farmers made up about 53% of labor force
1880—Farmers made up about 49% of labor force
1890—Farmers made up about 43% of labor force
1900—Farmers made up about 38% of labor force
1910—Farmers made up about 31% of labor force
1920—Farmers made up about 27% of labor force
1930—Farmers made up about 21% of labor force
1940—Farmers made up about 18% of labor force
1950—Farmers made up about 12.2% of labor force
1960—Farmers made up about 8.3% of labor force
1970—Farmers made up about 4.6% of labor force
1980—Farmers made up about 3.4% of labor force
1990—Farmers made up about 2.6% of labor force

[from “A History of American Agriculture 1776-1990 (Farmers and the Land)”
(first accessed at the website of the United States Department of Agriculture,
in August, 2001) (currently accessible at www.about.com, in the section titled
“Inventors”-- web address http://inventors.about.com/library/inventors/blfarm4.htm)]
(Accessed June 16, 2007)



31

The IPCR Workshop Primer

Notes and References

1. Here is one example of evidence which leads to the conclusion stated in “Challenge #2”:

“The global drugs trade and the global arms trade are integral to violence in both developing and
industrialized countries. Even modest progress on either front will contribute to reducing the
amount and degree of violence suffered by millions of people. To date, however—and despite
their high profile in the world arena—no solutions seem to be in sight for these problems.”

From the “World Report on Violence and Health” (World Health Organization
Geneva 2002) in Chapter 9 “The Way Forward: Recommendations for Action” p. 254 (at
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/hq/2002/9241545615.pdf) (Accessed June 16, 2007)

2. Daniel Lerch from Post Carbon Cities: Planning for Energy and Climate Uncertainty (A
Guidebook on Peak Oil and Global Warming for Local Governments) (Free Abridged Version)
http://postcarboncities.net/guidebook (see “Executive Summary” paragraph 4) Post Carbon
Institute 2007 (Accessed August 24, 2007). [Note: There are also two references on p. 11-12 of
this document which provide additional details about the urgency associated with “dramatically
reducing global carbon emissions”].

3. From the “Hirsch Report” [“The Peaking of World Oil Production: Impacts, Mitigation and
Risk Management”]—Project Leader: Robert L. Hirsch (SAIC) Commisioned by the
Department of Energy, and dated February, 2005] [Accessible at the website of Roscoe Bartlett
(R-MD)(USA) at www.bartlett.house.gov/EnergyUpdates/ (Accessed August 24, 2007)] Note:
The first sentence quoted are from the section “Executive Summary” (see paragraph 1 on p. 4)
The second sentence quoted are from the section “Summary and Concluding Remarks” (see Point
#3: “Oil Peaking Presents a Unique Challenge”; on p. 64).

Consider also the following quote from Richard Heinberg:

“The human community’s central task for the coming decades must be the undoing of its
dependence on oil, coal, and natural gas in order to deal with the twin crises of resource depletion
and climate chaos. It is surely fair to say that fossil fuel dependency constitutes a systemic
problem of a kind and scale that no society has ever had to address before. If we are to deal with
this challenge successfully, we must engage in systemic thinking that leads to sustained, bold
action.”

From Richard Heinberg’s Museletter #184 titled “A View from Oil’s Peak” (at
http://www.richardheinberg.com/museletter/184 ) (from closing paragraph) (Accessed September 6,
2007) (from Richard Heinberg’s website at http://www.richardheinberg.com/ [Note: Richard
Heinberg is widely acknowledged as one of the world's foremost Peak Oil educators. He is a
journalist, educator, editor, lecturer, and a Core Faculty member of New College of California,
where collaborative efforts between faculty, students, and a variety of other “stakeholders” are
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creating models for “Powerdown” efforts at the regional and community level. Some of the books
he has written: The Party's Over: Oil, War, and the Fate of Industrial Societies; Powerdown;
The Oil Depletion Protocol: A Plan to Avert Wars, Terrorism, and Economic Collapse; and Peak
Everything: Waking Up to a Century of Declines”]

[Additional Note: Less and less availability of cheap oil will directly impact much more of the
infrastructure of modern industrial society than most of us can easily imagine. (For some
examples, see “The Oil Crash and You” by Bruce Thomson at www.oilcrash.com/roe.htm Note:
Bruce Thomson is a technical writer in New Zealand, and moderator of the RunningonEmpty2
Internet Discussion Forum, which assisted in creating the document.)]

4. From pre-conference information for “Teach In: Confronting the Global Triple Crises—
Climate Change, Peak Oil (The End of Cheap Energy), and Global Resource Depletion and
Extinction” (September 14-17, 2007 at The George Washington University Lisner Auditorium in
Washington D.C.) Sponsored by The International Forum on Globalization (www.ifg.org) and
The Institute on Policy Studies (with other co-sponsers) From Teach-In Flyer and Draft Program
at http://www.ifg.org/events/Triple_Crisis_Speakers.pdf (see p. 2)

5. Consider the following analysis from “Revisiting Carrying Capacity: Area Based Indicators
of Sustainability”, by William E. Rees, 1996, (at www.dieoff.org/page110.htm) (Accessed June 9,
2007) in light of the activity necessary to overcome the challenges of global warming and “peak
oil”….

“Cities necessarily appropriate the ecological output and life support functions of distant regions
all over the world through commercial trade and the natural biogeochemical cycles of energy and
material. Indeed, the annual flows of natural income required by any defined population can be
called its ‘appropriated carrying capacity.’ Since for every material flow there must be a
corresponding land/ecosystem source or sink, the total area of land/water required to sustain these
flows on a continuous basis is the true ‘ecological footprint’ of the referent population on the
Earth.” [see section “Appropriating Carrying Capacity and Ecological Footprints” (paragraph 5)]

“… as a result of high population densities, the enormous increase in per capita energy and
material consumption made possible by (and required by) technology, and universally increasing
dependencies on trade, the ecological locations of human settlements no longer coincide with
their geographic locations. Twentieth century cities and industrial regions are dependent for
survival and growth on a vast and increasingly global hinterland of ecologically productive
landscapes.” [see section “Appropriating Carrying Capacity and Ecological Footprints” (paragraph 4)]

and the following statistics--

From Press Release (August 13, 2002) “Londoners Running Up Massive Debt on
Earth’s Resources” at www.citylimitslondon.com/city_limits_press_release.htm
(Accessed June 10, 2007)

“Forty one per cent of the Ecological Footprint (2.80 gha) is accounted for by the food Londoners
eat…. In total, London consumes 6.9 million tones of food (per year), more than three quarters of
which is imported. London throws away 560,000 tonnes of food (per year) as waste.”



33

Section 4

The IPCR Mission Statement

The Interfaith Peacebuilding and Community Revitalization (IPCR) Initiative is an effort
to facilitate the practical application of the Eight IPCR Concepts (“Community Good
News Networks,” “Community Faith Mentoring Networks,” “Spiritual Friendships,”
“Questionnaires That Help Build Caring Communities,” “Community Visioning
Initiatives for Peace,” “Spiritually Responsible Investing,” “Ecological Sustainability,”
and “IPCR Journal/Newsletters)—at the local and regional level—as a way of
contributing to the following goals:

1) “… bringing to the fore what is often hidden: how many good people there are, how
many ways there are to do good, and how much happiness comes to those who
extend help as well as to those who receive it.”

2) increasing our collective capacity to encourage and inspire individual spiritual
formation—with all the beneficial consequences that follow for individuals,
communities, regions. etc.

3) building trust among people from different faith communities and cultural traditions
4) increasing our capacity to be responsible stewards of our time, energy, and money
5) increasing our capacity to access what is necessary for basic human needs and quality

of life through principles and practices of ecological sustainability and
permaculture, especially in light of the implications of global warming,
ecological footprint analysis, and the “peaking” of our finite supplies of oil

6) increasing our awareness of the countless number of ‘things people can do in the
everyday circumstances of their lives’ which will contribute to peacebuilding,
community revitalization, and ecological sustainability efforts, in our own
communities and regions—and in other parts of the world

7) reducing the incidence of violence—and all the costs associated with war
8) increasing emergency assistance to people with basic human needs
9) reflecting an understanding of the value of silence
10) creating local community and regional publications that provide a format for sharing

the good news which would be identified, encouraged, supported, and sustained
by contributions to the first 9 goals
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Section 5

A List of Related Fields of Activity
[which are in some way—or which are in many ways—

related to the goals of The IPCR Mission Statement (see Section 5)]

accountability indicators, alleviating hunger, alleviating poverty, alternative gifts,
appropriate technology, barter networks, biodynamic agriculture, building civic skills,
building community, car-free zones, character education, citizen participation, citizen
peacebuilding, co-housing, community banks, community development, community
economics, community gardens, community good news networks, community journals,
community land trusts, community membership agreements, community revitalization,
community revolving loans, community self-awareness, community service work,
community supported agriculture, community supported manufacturing, community
visioning initiatives, consensus decision making, cottage industries, creative commons,
cultural diversity, development assistance, disease control, eco-classifieds, ecological
architecture, ecological footprint analysis, ecological tipping points, economic
conversion, edible schoolyards, emergency humanitarian aid, emergency medical
assistance, energy conservation, energy descent pathways, energy farms, fair trade, faith-
based educational institutions, faith mentoring, farmers markets, food co-ops, green
living, green politics, green purchasing, green retrofitting, holistic health care,
homesteading, identifying problems and solutions, inclusive decision-making processes,
individual spiritual formation, inspiring role models, interfaith dialogue, interfaith
peacebuilding, intergenerational projects, local community points of entry, local
currency, locally based food processing, locally grown organic food, low impact transport
systems, medical assistance, meditation, mentoring, neighborhood revitalization, non-
profit human service organizations, non-violent conflict resolution, oil depletion protocol,
peace studies programs, peak oil, permaculture, positive news, powerdown projects,
preventative health care, questionnaire construction, recycling, relocalization, renewable
resources, right livelihood, right livelihood employment listings, rural renaissance,
socially engaged spirituality, socially responsible investing, solutions journalism,
spiritual discipline, spiritual diversity, spiritual friendships, spiritually responsible
investing, sustainable health care, vegetarian nutrition, village design, village industries,
violence prevention, voluntary simplicity, water conservation, win-win conflict
resolution, world population awareness, yoga, zero waste, etc.

1) Special Note: from an article in the Spring 2007 issue of The IPCR Journal/Newsletter:

The Potential for a Wide Range of Workshop Offerings

The IPCR Initiative is currently offering workshops with the goal of introducing The IPCR
Initiative, and The Eight IPCR Concepts—and the goal of making the resources of The IPCR
Initiative as accessible as possible, so people can make use of them. There does exist, however—
and it is worth emphasizing here—both the need and the potential for people (including myself)
to provide workshops at the local community level on all of the 105 fields of activity, so people
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can make best use of resources associated with those concepts. Such a wide range of workshop
offerings would, I believe, be most accessible as workshop offerings from some kind of
community center. If there are any readers of this IPCR Journal/Newsletter who would be
interested in developing the idea of a “wide range of workshop offerings,” please contact me—
Stefan Pasti—at stefanpasti@ipcri.net. Thank you.

“The more we realize the repercussions of our actions on our neighbours and strive to act
according to the highest we are capable of, the more shall we advance in our spiritual
development.” [J.C. Kumarappa in “Why The Village Movement?” Rajchat, Kashi (India) 1960 p. 73]

Everyone is involved when it comes to determining the markets
that supply the “ways of earning a living.” (SP)
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Section 6

The IPCR Vision Statements

Orientation

The IPCR Initiative is aware of an urgent need to build bridges and increase collaboration
between diverse communities of people; both as a response to the implications of global
warming, ecological footprint analysis, and the “peaking” of our finite supplies of oil—
and to be proactive about individual spiritual formation, interfaith peacebuilding, and the
creation of ecologically sustainable communities.

The 45 observations and statistics in the “Assessment” section of this website (and other
related observations which can be added as further evidence) are indicators. Readers are
encouraged to consider these “indicators”—and decide for themselves which direction
the indicators should go in the future if they are to go in a direction compatible with
interfaith peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability.

The Mission Statement of The IPCR Initiative is an effort to list a set of goals which
summarize (from this writer’s point of view) what would need to happen for those 40
“indicators” to go in a direction compatible with interfaith peacebuilding, community
revitalization, and ecological sustainability.

Vision Statement—Part 1: A “Constellation” of Initiatives

There are many important initiatives which are critical to overcoming the challenges of
our times, but which are not quite “coming through the mist as much as they should be.”
The IPCR Initiative can be very helpful in exactly these kinds of circumstances, as The
Eight IPCR Concepts (“Community Good News Networks,” “Community Faith
Mentoring Networks,” “Spiritual Friendships,” “Questionnaires That Help Build Caring
Communities,” “Community Visioning Initiatives for Peace,” “Spiritually Responsible
Investing,” “Ecological Sustainability,” and “IPCR Journal/Newsletters) encourage and
facilitate a “constellation” of initiatives by which the best (in the view of the participants
using these processes) associated with individual spiritual formation, interfaith
peacebuilding, community revitalization, ecological sustainability, etc. can bubble up to
the surface, be recognized as priorities, and therefore be brought forward as appropriate
recipients of peoples time, energy, and money.

Vision Statement—Part 2: The ways we “invest” our time, energy, and money

Many people can realize the wisdom of deliberately focusing the way they spend their
time, energy, and money—so that their actions have positive repercussions on the fields
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of activity described by the IPCR Mission Statement goals, and on other related fields of
activity (see the “105 related fields of activity” in Section 6). As the ancient Chinese proverb
says: “Many hands make much work light.”

One of the central themes of The IPCR Initiative is

“There are countless numbers of ‘things people can do in the everyday circumstances
of their lives’ which will contribute to peacebuilding, community revitalization,
and ecological sustainability efforts, in their own communities and regions—and in
other parts of the world.”

As evidence of the truth of this statement, consider the following list (which is a list of
fields of activity which are in some way—or which are in many ways—related to the
goals of The IPCR Mission Statement):

accountability indicators, alleviating hunger, alleviating poverty, alternative gifts, appropriate
technology, barter networks, biodynamic agriculture, building civic skills, building community,
car-free zones, character education, citizen participation, citizen peacebuilding, co-housing,
community banks, community development, community economics, community gardens,
community good news networks, community journals, community land trusts, community
membership agreements, community revitalization, community revolving loans, community self-
awareness, community service work, community supported agriculture, community supported
manufacturing, community visioning initiatives, consensus decision making, cottage industries,
creative commons, cultural diversity, development assistance, disease control, eco-classifieds,
ecological architecture, ecological footprint analysis, ecological tipping points, economic
conversion, edible schoolyards, emergency humanitarian aid, emergency medical assistance,
energy conservation, energy descent pathways, energy farms, fair trade, faith-based educational
institutions, faith mentoring, farmers markets, food co-ops, green living, green politics, green
purchasing, green retrofitting, holistic health care, homesteading, identifying problems and
solutions, inclusive decision-making processes, individual spiritual formation, inspiring role
models, interfaith dialogue, interfaith peacebuilding, intergenerational projects, local community
points of entry, local currency, locally based food processing, locally grown organic food, low
impact transport systems, medical assistance, meditation, mentoring, neighborhood revitalization,
non-profit human service organizations, non-violent conflict resolution, oil depletion protocol,
peace studies programs, peak oil, permaculture, positive news, powerdown projects, preventative
health care, questionnaire construction, recycling, relocalization, renewable resources, right
livelihood, right livelihood employment listings, rural renaissance, socially engaged spirituality,
socially responsible investing, solutions journalism, spiritual discipline, spiritual diversity,
spiritual friendships, spiritually responsible investing, sustainable health care, vegetarian
nutrition, village design, village industries, violence prevention, voluntary simplicity, water
conservation, win-win conflict resolution, world population awareness, yoga, zero waste, etc.

This writer’s commentary on this list is as follows:

1) The ways we “invest” our time, energy, and money have a direct impact on the “ways
of earning a living” that are available.
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2) People can, one by one, decide to deliberately focus the way they spend their time,
energy, and money so that their actions have positive repercussions on many or all of the
105 fields of activity listed above.

3) The result can be that there are countless “ways to earn a living” which contribute to
the peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability efforts
necessary to overcome the challenges of our times.

Vision Statement—Part 3: Ongoing Re-evaluation of “Moral Compass” is Built-In

How can local communities arrive at practical definitions of “right livelihood”? What
local institutions would be most appropriate as commissioners and overseers of a
resource guide to “right livelihood”? How can leaders at the regional and local
community level assure residents that they understand the challenges of our times, if they
themselves do not participate in the very activities they advocate for overcoming the
challenges of our times? How can our communities change “the way things get done” so
that more people can live in accordance with their moral convictions? Workshops
associated with The IPCR Initiative can identify, discover, create, support, and sustain
comprehensive, practical, and local community specific answers to these questions— and
provide a system by which the answers could be re-evaluated and re-stated on an ongoing
basis. Therefore, it may be said that by its very nature The IPCR Initiative includes a
built-in and ongoing process for re-evaluating and re-stating the “moral compass” of a
community or region.

Vision Statement—Part 4: All of the potential can be realized

The IPCR Initiative understands that the complexity associated with building bridges and
increasing collaboration between diverse communities of people, the urgent need for
resolutions to a significant number of critical issues in the near future—and the seemingly
chronic nature of many of the challenges of our times—suggests a need for problem
solving on a scale most of us have never known before. The IPCR Initiative believes that
the nature of the “Culture Change” necessary to overcome the challenges of our times
will require fully utilizing all the knowledge, tools, and resources accessible to us for the
highest good possible in every area of capacity building (physical, ecological, medical,
spiritual, educational, social, economic, technical, political, etc). A primary objective of
The IPCR Initiative is to encourage the highest possible level of citizen participation, to
increase the likelihood of achieving the highest good possible in every area of capacity
building. Viewed from this perspective, The IPCR Initiative can be seen as a
“constellation” of initiatives which are prerequisite ground work for high levels of citizen
participation in community visioning initiatives.
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Community visioning initiatives, in the past, have been organized for the purpose of
maximizing citizen participation in the planning and development phases of community
revitalization projects. Community visioning initiatives can be described as a series of
community meetings designed to facilitate the process of brainstorming ideas, organizing
the ideas into goals, prioritizing the goals, and identifying doable steps. In 1984, the non-
profit organization Chattanooga Venture [Chattanooga, Tennessee (USA)], organized a
visioning initiative (Vision 2000) that attracted more than 1,700 participants, and
produced 40 community goals—which resulted in the implementation of 223 projects and
programs, the creation of 1,300 permanent jobs, and a total financial investment of 793
million dollars.1

If even a few community visioning initiatives—of the nature advocated by The IPCR
Initiative (“Community Visioning Initiatives for Peace”)—generated results similar to
those achieved in Chattanooga, Tennessee (USA), people in all parts of the world—
keenly attuned when it comes to matters of the heart— could be inspired to carry out
similar visioning initiatives. And if many communities carried out similar visioning
initiatives, and also achieved significant results, our collective capacity to overcome the
challenges of our times could begin to accumulate at an accelerating rate.

Developing, supporting, and participating in a community or regional specific variation
of an IPCR Initiative can be one step in a series of steps which contribute to the
realization that we—collectively—have the resources necessary to overcome even the
most profound challenges of our times. Yes, taking these kind of steps will require, by
their very nature, examples of the transforming power of love, understanding, and
forgiveness—and faith, discipline, and perseverance will be necessary to achieve the
most beneficial results. Still—with the encouragement and support of family, friends,
teachers, mentors, elders, and the everyday influences of community life and cultural
traditions—all the necessary steps can be taken, and all of the potential can be realized.

In The Best of Times

In the best of times, even the most profound difficulties can be overcome; for in the best
of times, whatever is needed to overcome such difficulties is nurtured, supported, and
sustained by family, friends, teachers, mentors, elders, and the everyday influences of
community life and cultural traditions.

Our particular moment in time of this Planet Earth could be the best of times.
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Peacebuilding in its Most Compassionate Form

Peacebuilding in its most compassionate form is not a competitive field of activity.
Viewed in this light, the most valuable forms of peacebuilding will nurture, support, and
sustain the development of an infinite variety of other forms of mutually beneficial
peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability initiatives. The
IPCR Initiative is an effort to nurture, support, and sustain peacebuilding in its most
compassionate form.

_____________________________

Notes and References

1. From a 25 page brochure titled “Revision 2000: Take Charge Again”, received from
Chattanooga Venture. This brochure also included a description of the 40 goals created by
Chattanooga Vision 2000, a detailed description of meetings and meeting schedules, and an
overview “How You Can Make A Difference,” in a question and answer format. This writer also
received from Chattanooga Venture a video, titled “A Community With a Vision,” which
documents the 1984 visioning initiative “Vision 2000”—and a handbook titled “The Facilitator’s
Manual,” subtitled “A Step-by-Step Guide for Groups to: Brainstorm Ideas, Create a Shared
Vision, Develop Plans, Make Choices.” The statistical information associated with the
“Chattanooga Vision 2000” process is also cited in the following source: a detailed overview of
Chattanooga community revitalization efforts in the Boundary Crossers Case Study titled
“Chattanooga: The Sustainable City” , which is located at the website of the James MacGregor
Burns Academy of Leadership, at
www.academy.umd.edu/publications/Boundary/CaseStudies/bcschattanooga.htm
(Accessed June 10, 2007)
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Section 7

23 Different Ways of Describing The IPCR Initiative

1) The IPCR Initiative is aware of an urgent need to build bridges and increase
collaboration between diverse communities of people; both as a response to the
implications of global warming, ecological footprint analysis, and the “peaking” of our
finite supplies of oil—and to be proactive about individual spiritual formation, interfaith
peacebuilding, and the creation of ecologically sustainable communities.

2) The IPCR Initiative understands that the complexity associated with building bridges
and increasing collaboration between diverse communities of people, the urgent need for
resolutions to a significant number of critical issues in the near future—and the seemingly
chronic nature of many of the challenges of our times—suggests a need for problem
solving on a scale most of us have never known before.

3) The IPCR Initiative believes that the nature of the “Culture Change” necessary to
overcome the challenges of our times will require utilizing the best tools we have in
every area of capacity building (physical, ecological, medical, spiritual, educational,
social, economic, technical, political, etc).

4) The IPCR Initiative is approaching the above mentioned needs for community and
regional problem solving and capacity building by providing practical assistance to
people working in the fields of activity described by the IPCR Mission Statement goals,
and people working in the “105 related fields of activity” (see “105 Related Fields of Activity”
on the homepage of the IPCR website).

5) The IPCR Initiative is an accumulation of documents, resources, and observations
brought together to support the propositions that we—collectively—have both the need,
and the potential, to be

a) much more organized and deliberate about “… bringing to the fore what is
often hidden: how many good people there are, how many ways there are
to do good, and how much happiness comes to those who extend help, as
well as to those who receive it.”

b) much more multifaceted and participation-friendly in our approaches to
peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability

c) much more resourceful in the use of the storehouses of accumulated wisdom
and “embodied energy” which are now accessible to us.
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6) The source of threats—whether perceived or real—to the identities and/or cherished
meanings of many communities of people is too often linked to religious, spiritual, and/or
moral traditions; and such threats too often result in conflicts which cast a shadow of
negative associations onto such traditions. These negative associations have caused
many people to disassociate from the religious, spiritual, and/or moral traditions linked to
such threats; and have accumulated to such a degree that the real treasured wisdom of
many such traditions now seems as if it is hidden—or remains undiscovered. This is
unfortunate—as such treasured wisdom contains teachings which inspire and encourage
people to

a) appreciate truth, virtue, love, and peace—and live disciplined lives for the purpose of adhering
to truth, cultivating virtue and love, and maintaining the pathways to enduring peace
b) sacrifice personal desires for the greater good of the whole
c) find contentment and quality of life while consuming less material goods and ecological
services
d) prefer peacebuilding which supports and actualizes mutually beneficial understandings,
forgiveness, and reconciliation—and which abstains from violent conflict resolution—as a way
of bringing cycles of violence to an end
e) use resources carefully, so that there is surplus available for emergency assistance
f) support community life and cultural traditions which “… bring to the fore what is often
hidden: how many good people there are, how many ways there are to do good, and how much
happiness comes to those who extend help, as well as to those who receive it.”

The IPCR Initiative hopes to encourage people—whether they become associated with
The IPCR Initiative or not—to contribute to the realization of the potential for
peacebuilding in all religious, spiritual, and moral traditions.

7) The IPCR Initiative is an effort to apply the storehouses of accumulated wisdom now
accessible to us towards the general goal of integrating spiritual wisdom into the
everyday circumstances of community life—and towards the specific goal of generating
practical responses to the challenges of our times.

8) How can local communities arrive at practical definitions of “right livelihood”? What
local institutions would be most appropriate as commissioners and overseers of a
resource guide to “right livelihood”? How can leaders at the regional and local
community level assure residents that they understand the challenges of our times, if they
themselves do not participate in the very activities they advocate for overcoming the
challenges of our times? How can our communities change “the way things get done” so
that more people can live in accordance with their moral convictions? Workshops
associated with The IPCR Initiative can identify, discover, create, support, and sustain
comprehensive and practical answers to these questions— and provide a system by which
the answers could be re-evaluated and re-stated on an ongoing basis. Therefore, it may
be said that by its very nature The IPCR Initiative includes a built-in and ongoing process
for re-evaluating and re-stating the “moral compass” of a community or region.
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9) The IPCR Initiative is an effort to nurture, support, and sustain that part of the many
“frameworks”1 in the world which contribute positive repercussions to the fields of
activity described by The IPCR Mission Statement goals—and to other related fields of
activity (see “105 Related Fields of Activity” on homepage navigation menu).

However—and this is a most important point—in contrast to the outlook which claims a “right”
to develop an initiative even though such efforts are felt by many as “a threat (perceived or real)
to their identity, or cherished meanings, or both”; this writer would slow or discontinue the
development of this initiative in such circumstances—until such time as communication leads to
better understanding, and circumstances are more mutually beneficial.2

In addition—and this is also a most important point—it is not necessary for any of the readers of
this document, or any of the participants in an IPCR Initiative, to know anything about Sri Sathya
Sai Baba (the most important influence in this writer’s life), or the teachings of Sri Sathya Sai
Baba, to contribute to or benefit from the work of The IPCR Initiative.

And here, as the third important point of this paragraph, this writer would like to affirm with as
clear a statement as he can possibly make, that The IPCR Initiative encourages people, whether
they are going to participate in an IPCR Initiative sponsored activity or not, to use the resources
provided by The IPCR Initiative to nurture, support, and sustain community life and cultural
traditions associated with the particular “frameworks” which give their lives meaning.

This writer—the founder of The IPCR Initiative—believes in affirming the above three
points for the following reasons:

a) these points define an approach to interfaith peacebuilding and community
revitalization which he can support with all his heart
b) the challenges of our times are such that it is essential to “bring to the fore” the
real treasured wisdom of religious, spiritual, and moral traditions (i.e. there is a
profound and critical need for as many people as possible to exercise as much love,
understanding, and forgiveness as possible—in as many ways as possible)
c) this writer understands, by way of the teachings of Sri Sathya Sai Baba, the
existence of a “current”3—which can be recognized according to the degree to which
one has incorporated spiritual understanding into his or her everyday thoughts, words,
and deeds… or by the grace of association with profound spiritual teachings.

10) It may help readers to know that the founder of The IPCR Initiative believes in the
existence of a “current” which can be recognized according to the degree to which one
has incorporated spiritual understanding into his or her everyday thoughts, words, and
deeds… or by the grace of association with profound spiritual teachings. Viewed in this
light, The IPCR Initiative—and all related fields of activity—can be seen as efforts to
contribute to religious, spiritual, and moral “tool boxes”… “tool boxes” (many of which have
been created from centuries of cultural experience) which have been confirmed by saints, sages,
spiritual leaders, and sincere practitioners of all faiths and moral “world views” as
storehouses of accumulated wisdom associated with utilizing that “current” to do good.3
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11) The IPCR Initiative believes that any initiative hoping to build bridges and increase
collaboration along the lines of individual spiritual formation and interfaith peacebuilding
must offer a well-organized, peaceful, constructive, and ongoing building process, which
results in the accumulation of more and more opportunities for people to practice spiritual
wisdom in the everyday circumstances of community life.

12) There are a number of core beliefs which have contributed to the development of
The IPCR Initiative in general, and The Eight IPCR Concepts, in particular. Two
examples of such core beliefs are as follows:

Even now, as you are reading this, truly inspiring contributions of genuine
goodwill are being generated in a variety of ways—and in a variety of
circumstances— by countless numbers of people in communities around
the world.

There are countless numbers of ‘things people can do in the everyday
circumstances of their lives’ which will contribute to peacebuilding,
community revitalization, and ecological sustainability efforts, in their
own communities and regions—and in other parts of the world.

Readers who wish to confirm for themselves the truth of these statements are encouraged
to refer to Sections 5, 11, 12, and 13 of “The IPCR Workshop Primer”.

13) Workshops introducing The Eight IPCR Concepts (“Community Good News
Networks,” “Community Faith Mentoring Networks,” “Spiritual Friendships,”
“Questionnaires That Help Build Caring Communities,” “Community Visioning
Initiatives for Peace,” “Spiritually Responsible Investing,” “Ecological Sustainability,”
and “IPCR Journal/Newsletters”) can be a starting point for many practical collective
efforts, based and sustained at the local community and regional level, and representing
contributions towards the goals listed in The IPCR Mission Statement. This writer is
confident that applying these concepts—at the local community and regional level—will
provide for each of us more and more opportunities to contribute towards such goals,
more and more understanding about why we would want to contribute—and more and
more opportunities to encourage and support each other in the process.

14) Participating in IPCR Concept Introduction Workshops at intervals—over a long
period of time—will make it possible for participants to come in contact with a valuable
variety of input and experiences relating not only to the IPCR concepts, but to many other
peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability initiatives as well.
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15) There are many important initiatives which are critical to overcoming the challenges
of our times, but which are not quite “coming through the mist as much as they should
be.” The IPCR Initiative can be very helpful in exactly these kinds of circumstances, as it
encourages and facilitates a “constellation” of initiatives by which the best (in the view of
the participants using these processes) associated with individual spiritual formation,
interfaith peacebuilding, community revitalization, ecological sustainability, etc. can
bubble up to the surface, be recognized as priorities, and therefore be brought forward as
appropriate recipients of peoples time, energy, and money. Many people can realize the
wisdom of deliberately focusing the way they spend their time, energy, and money so that
their actions have positive repercussions on the fields of activity described by the IPCR
Mission Statement goals, and on other related fields of activity (see “105 related fields of
activity” on homepage navigation menu). As the ancient Chinese proverb says: “Many hands
make much work light.”

16) Specifically, the contributions the IPCR Initiative hopes to make are as follows:

a) inspire, encourage, and support the creation of many local community specific and
regional specific variations of the “…Towards Higher Common Ground….” Survey—so
that the actual survey takes place in as many ways as possible (For more information about the
“… Towards Higher Common Ground…” Survey, see the “Core Documents” section)

b) introduce The Eight IPCR Concepts through workshops offered at the local
community level

c) actively develop the concept of “Questionnaires That Help Build Caring
Communities”, administer such questionnaires at the local community level, and then
share compilations of the responses (with summary and conclusions)

d) actively contribute to the planning, preparation, and realization of “Community
Visioning Initiatives for Peace” at the community and regional levels

e) help to establish, and contribute to, local community points of entry acting as
“clearinghouses”, where residents can discover more about the countless number of
“things people can do in the everyday circumstances of their lives” which will contribute
to peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability in their own
communities and regions—and in other parts of the world

f) identify, develop, and create enough descriptions and examples of the 105 fields of
activity

and generate enough regular feature material in categories such as local community and regional
good news, workshop and conference listings, committee reports, resource reviews, letters to the
editor, “community journal” postings, and links to other useful information and organizations
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to justify monthly local community specific publications of an IPCR Journal/Newsletter
(or a similar publication with a different name….)

g) and combine the resources created by “clearinghouses,” and “community newsletters”
to link many associated efforts—such as those in “A List of Related Fields of Activity”—
and thus assist with outreach, partnership formation, consensus building and development
of service capacity associated with a significant number of peacebuilding, community
revitalization, and ecological sustainability efforts, all at the same time.

17) The IPCR Initiative is providing this assistance as a result of believing that any
community of people, however small in numbers, who follow through on most or all of
the practical assistance described in the six steps mentioned above, will contribute a
“multiplier effect” of a positive nature on whatever goals are decided on at the local
community and regional levels.

18) What can we do—at this particular point in time—in the everyday circumstances of
our lives, to bring the best ideas from the storehouses of accumulated wisdom now
accessible to us and “through the mist”, so that our community building processes will
be most effective in helping us overcome the challenges of our times?

“In the best of times, even the most profound challenges can be overcome; for in the best
of times, ____________________ is/are nurtured, supported, and sustained by family,
friends, teachers, mentors, elders, and the everyday influences of community life and
cultural traditions.”

The IPCR Initiative is an effort to assist fellow human beings in identifying what—from
the storehouses of accumulated wisdom now accessible to us—would best answer the
above question “What can we do…”—and what—from the storehouses of accumulated
wisdom now accessible to us—would best fill in the blank in the above statement.

19) It is possible to see participants in initiatives like the IPCR Initiative as bridge
builders between people focusing on living lightly and building eco-villages and
agriculture-based communities and people focusing on spiritual discipline and inner
development through religious, spiritual, and moral traditions; as bridge builders between
religious, spiritual, moral and cultural traditions; as bridge builders between “developed”
countries and “developing” countries; as bridge builders between rich people and poor
people; as bridge builders between good ideas and financial support; as bridge builders
between right livelihood and marginalized people everywhere; and as bridge builders
between ideals and their practical realization.
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20) In light of the urgent need to build bridges and increase collaboration between
communities of people, all of the documents, information, resources, etc. created by The
IPCR Initiative are viewed as resources which ought to be made as accessible as possible
to people who can make good use of them. Therefore, all such documents and
information (including this document) may be reproduced without permission, and
distributed in any way the user believes will be consistent with the goals listed in The
IPCR Mission Statement.

21) One of the most persistent ironies in life is that with so many opportunities to
provide real assistance to fellow human beings—and with the potential for such
assistance to result in happiness “to those who extend help as well as to those who
receive it”—there are still many, many people in this world who cannot find a “way to
earn a living” providing such assistance. The IPCR Initiative can help to remedy such an
unfortunate irony by helping to create “caring communities”, which are defined here as
follows:

“Caring communities” are communities with residents who are aware of the
depth and range of the challenges of our times, and therefore do their best
to take actions which will have positive repercussions on the fields of
activity described by the IPCR Mission Statement goals, and on other
related fields of activity (see “105 Related Fields of Activity” on homepage
navigation menu).

22) The IPCR Initiative is the result of recognizing and sympathizing with the
difficulties many people are having in their efforts to work towards living in caring
communities.

23) Peacebuilding in its most compassionate form is not a competitive field of activity.
Viewed in this light, the most valuable forms of peacebuilding will nurture, support, and
sustain the development of an infinite variety of other forms of peacebuilding,
community revitalization, and ecologically sustainability initiatives. The IPCR Initiative
is an effort to nurture, support, and sustain peacebuilding in its most compassionate form.
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Notes and References

1. The following passage from the essay “Peacebuilding in its Most Compassionate
Form” (the keynote document on the website of The IPCR Initiative) will help clarify the
meaning of “frameworks” as it is used in this document. For a more detailed discussion
of the cause/effect relationship between “frameworks”, infrastructures, community life,
and cultural traditions, see the section “About ‘Frameworks’, Infrastructures, Community
Life, and Cultural Traditions” in the essay “Peacebuilding in its Most Compassionate
Form”.

As young children grow into adults, the everyday circumstances of community life and cultural
traditions provide “frameworks” by which they “understand their experiences and make
judgments about what is valuable and important”. These “frameworks” shape the way people
come into contact with each other, and the way they interpret facts, issues, and events—and
provide the context by which people decide what are appropriate responses to the circumstances
of their lives. These “frameworks” are often the source of a person’s thoughts about who they
are, how they feel about themselves, how they evaluate other peoples “frameworks”, and how
other people might evaluate their “framework”.

Note: The above passage is by this writer, with ideas (and one partial quote) from Michelle
Maiese (see knowledge based essay "Moral or Value Conflicts", paragraph 3) Beyond
Intractability. Eds. Guy Burgess and Heidi Burgess. Conflict Research Consortium,
University of Colorado, Boulder. Posted: July 2003
<http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/intolerable_moral_differences/>.

2. There is an element of faith and philosophy in the willingness to “slow or discontinue”
development of The IPCR Initiative (if necessary), which is a reflection of this writers
interpretation of the teachings of Sri Sathya Sai Baba—and this writers’ interpretation of
the following concept: “There is an estrangement present between elements that
naturally belong together. Do not try to reunify the situation with force. Allow things to
return to a state of accord naturally, as they will.”] [Quote from Hexagram #38
(“Contradiction”) in The I Ching Workbook Interpretation and Commentary by R.L.
Wing Main Street Books (Spi Edition) 1978

3. There are opportunities in every minute of every day for people to “catch a glimpse”
of this “current” in the process of actively affirming the treasured wisdom from the
teachings of religious, spiritual, and moral traditions. Consider the following “awareness
exercise”:

During the course of any given day—and in ways we may not even be aware of—acts of kindness
and courtesy by practitioners of the Hindu faith inspire Muslims to become better Muslims; acts
of kindness and courtesy by practitioners of the Islamic faith inspire Christians to become better
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Christians; acts of kindness and courtesy by practitioners of the Christian faith inspire Buddhists
to become better Buddhists; and so on.

And consider further: that during the course of our lives, we all require the benefit of
experiences, goods, and services from countless numbers of other people.

To be more specific, this writer now asks you (kind reader) to consider tracing the materials and
“human energy input” associated with the water you use (and drink); the food you eat; the
building structure which you call home; the clothes you wear; the mode of transportation you use;
the fuel for that mode of transportation—and the centuries of cultural experiences which make up
the knowledge and wisdom now accessible via the Internet….

Even if we use only the implications of this very limited exercise, by the end of any given day
countless numbers of people in this world will have had the opportunity—whether they were
aware of it or not—to be a positive influence in the lives of countless numbers of other people
who are practitioners of a faith tradition different than themselves… (end of “awareness” exercise)

[The question therefore becomes: what messages do we give to others by what we do in the
world, and the way we do it?]

In addition, this writer offers the following: just as a glint of reflected sunlight comes
from a fish which suddenly moves in the stream, so any movement in the direction of
truth, virtue, love, and peace has the potential to provide a glimpse of this “current”.
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Section 8

Peacebuilding in its Most Compassionate Form

“Peacebuilding in its Most Compassionate Form” is the document which best represents
The IPCR Initiative as a whole—and the one document this writer would recommend as a
starting point for people who wish to discover for themselves what The IPCR Initiative
is, and what it has to offer. The following “Table of Contents” is provided as a quick
way of accessing the particular elements of this essay:

Introduction……………………………………………………………………….. 54
Something We Should Attend To With Much Care……………………………… 56
We Have the Resources Necessary to Overcome the Challenges of Our Times… 56
Seeing Good… And Seeing Potential for More Good…………………………… 59
The IPCR Mission Statement…………………………………………………….. 59
Some Questions We Will Need to Answer……………………………………….. 60
About “Frameworks”, Infrastructures, Community Life, and Cultural Traditions 61
A Critical Point in the Evolution of Spiritual Understanding……………………. 62
Three Most Important Points………………………………………………………. 65
“Tool Boxes” for Utilizing that “Current” to Do Good…………………………… 66
We can see a “contribution to those ‘tool boxes’” in the efforts to develop the

following IPCR Concepts…

“Community Good News Networks” and “Community Faith Mentoring Networks”
(IPCR Concepts #1 and #2)…………………………………………….. 67

“Questionnaires That Help Build Caring Communities” (IPCR Concept #4)……. 68
“Community Visioning Initiatives for Peace” (IPCR Concept #5)……………….. 70
“Spiritually Responsible Investing” (IPCR Concept #6)………………………….. 71

There is much potential which can be realized by contributing to the
“tool boxes” which assist us in utilizing that “current” to do good………… 73

Ongoing Revitalization of a Communities’ “Moral Compass”……………………. 73
A “Multiplier Effect” of a Positive Nature………………………………………… 73
Creating More and More Meaningful Ways to “Fill in the Blank”………………… 75
Our Particular Moment in Time on This Planet Earth Could Be the Best of Times 76
Peacebuilding in its Most Compassionate Form……………………………………. 77

Appendix 1…………………………………………………………………………. 79
A Ten Point Assessment by the IPCR Initiative of the
“Most Difficult Challenges of Our Times”

Appendix 2………………………………………………………………………….. 81
“Contributions to an Interfaith Point of View”—A collection of quotations
from “Sathya Sai Speaks” (Vol. 1-15), which are particularly relevant to
this writer’s capacity to see good in the world.

Notes and References……………………………………………………………….. 85
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Introduction

In Appendix 1 of this essay, there is a ten point assessment of the most difficult
challenges of our times.1,2 Such an assessment of the challenges of our times has
compelled this writer to the conclusion that there is a profound and critical need for
human beings—collectively—to be

1) much more organized and deliberate about “… bringing to the fore what is
often hidden: how many good people there are, how many ways there are
to do good, and how much happiness comes to those who extend help, as
well as to those who receive it.”

2) much more multifaceted and participation-friendly in our approaches to
peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability

3) much more resourceful in the use of the storehouses of accumulated wisdom
and “embodied energy”3 which are now accessible to us.

There has never been a time in the course of history when both the capacity to cultivate
practical wisdom and the capacity to build a positive and constructive consensus were as
important as they are now. The complexity associated with building bridges and
increasing collaboration between diverse communities of people, the urgent need for
resolution of a significant number of issues in the near future—and the seemingly chronic
nature of many of the challenges of our times—suggest a need for problem solving on a
scale most of us have never known before.

This writer is the founder and outreach coordinator for The Interfaith Peacebuilding and
Community Revitalization (IPCR) Initiative. The IPCR Initiative is now offering a
document titled—“A Project Proposal for ‘Towards Higher Common Ground’: A Survey
of Most Difficult Challenges and Most Valuable Resources”—which advocates that
communities and regions should undertake such surveys, so that public discourse on what
our most difficult challenges are, and what our most valuable resources are, is sufficiently
relevant and constructive. The actual survey (as proposed) would consist of the
following four questions:

1) What are the most difficult challenges of our times?
2) Do we have the resources necessary to overcome the challenges of our times?
3) If your answer to Question #2 is yes, please describe the resources you believe

will contribute the most to helping us—collectively—overcome these
difficult challenges.

4) If your answer to Question #2 is no, please offer any and all sincere, constructive,
relevant, and practical suggestions for what we—collectively—can do to
inspire, encourage, and/or create the resources you believe would be necessary
to overcome these difficult challenges.
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The survey proposal itself provides:

1) an overview of evidence which contributed to this writers sense that there is a need for
a survey like this

2) many examples of what responses to such a survey might look like, as an indication of
how useful such a survey could be.

Well-organized efforts to identify problems and brainstorm solutions are a universally
recognized approach to problem solving which is commonly used in family, community,
business, and government settings in every part of the world. Such efforts would surely
increase participants’ awareness of the storehouses of accumulated wisdom which are our
heritage from the past, and the significant numbers of people who are currently
accumulating valuable experience and establishing constructive understandings relevant
to overcoming the challenges of our times.

Unfortunately, there are many important initiatives which are critical to overcoming the
challenges of our times, but which are not quite “coming through the mist as much as
they should be”.

As supporting evidence for the above statement, consider the following two questions:

1) In your opinion, how many people—at this particular point in time—have a realistic
understanding of the depth and range of the challenges of our times?

2) In your opinion, what percentage of the people now living on this planet will
overcome such challenges as are stated in Appendix 1, and arrive at a point
of time in the future which represents a positive outcome?

This writers’ conclusion: we are going to need many more new approaches to problem
solving, and many more new initiatives, if we are to be successful in overcoming the
challenges of our times.

What can we do—at this particular point in time—in the everyday circumstances of our
lives—to bring the best ideas from the storehouses of accumulated wisdom now
accessible to us and “through the mist”, so that our community building processes will
be most effective in helping us overcome the challenges of our times?

In the best of times, even the most profound challenges can be overcome; for in the best
of times, ____________________ is/are nurtured, supported, and sustained by family,
friends, teachers, mentors, elders, and the everyday influences of community life and
cultural traditions.

This essay, “Peacebuilding in its Most Compassionate Form”, is an effort to assist fellow
human beings in identifying what—from the storehouses of accumulated wisdom now
accessible to us—would best answer the above question “What can we do…”—and
what—from the storehouses of accumulated wisdom now accessible to us—would best
fill in the blank in the above statement.
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Something We Should Attend To With Much Care

Arriving at the belief that a positive outcome is possible is an important step towards
actually achieving a positive outcome, and a step which needs to be attended to with
much care, to encourage practical and constructive public discourse. One way of
attending to this step in our current circumstances would be to “… bring to the fore what
is often hidden: how many good people there are, how many ways there are to do good,
and how much happiness comes to those who extend help, as well as to those who
receive it”… or, in other words, increase our collective awareness of the significant
numbers of people who are currently accumulating valuable experience and establishing
constructive understandings relevant to overcoming the challenges of our times.

The following three pages are offered as:

1) sufficient evidence for the belief that it is possible for our efforts to overcome the challenges of
our times to actually achieve a positive outcome.

2) the beginning of a series of discussion points which will contribute to the realizing the goals of
this essay

We Have the Resources Necessary to Overcome the Challenges of Our Times

There are a number of core beliefs which have contributed to the development of The
IPCR Initiative. Here are three examples:

1) As a result of the unprecedented opportunities created by the expansion of the Internet, we
have now arrived at a very auspicious moment in time… for at no other time in the course of
history has so many people had access to so much in the way of time-tested guidelines, inspiring
role models, and service-oriented initiatives.

2) Even now, as you are reading this, truly inspiring contributions of genuine goodwill are being
generated in a variety of ways—and in a variety of circumstances— by countless numbers of
people in communities around the world.

3) There are countless numbers of ‘things people can do in the everyday circumstances of their
lives’ which will contribute to peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological
sustainability efforts, in their own communities and regions—and in other parts of the world.

And here—in the context of this essay “Peacebuilding in its Most Compassionate
Form”—is a sample of evidence in support of the three above mentioned IPCR core
beliefs:

a) A List of 105 Related Fields of Activity [which are in some way—or which are in many
ways—related to the goals listed in The IPCR Mission Statement (The IPCR Mission Statement is
included in this essay; see p. 6)]
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accountability indicators, alleviating hunger, alleviating poverty, alternative gifts, appropriate
technology, barter networks, biodynamic agriculture, building civic skills, building community,
car-free zones, character education, citizen participation, citizen peacebuilding, co-housing,
community banks, community development, community economics, community gardens,
community good news networks, community journals, community land trusts, community
membership agreements, community revitalization, community revolving loans, community self-
awareness, community service work, community supported agriculture, community supported
manufacturing, community visioning initiatives, consensus decision making, cottage industries,
creative commons, cultural diversity, development assistance, disease control, eco-classifieds,
ecological architecture, ecological footprint analysis, ecological tipping points, economic
conversion, edible schoolyards, emergency humanitarian aid, emergency medical assistance,
energy conservation, energy descent pathways, energy farms, fair trade, faith-based educational
institutions, faith mentoring, farmers markets, food co-ops, green living, green politics, green
purchasing, green retrofitting, holistic health care, homesteading, identifying problems and
solutions, inclusive decision-making processes, individual spiritual formation, inspiring role
models, interfaith dialogue, interfaith peacebuilding, intergenerational projects, local community
points of entry, local currency, locally based food processing, locally grown organic food, low
impact transport systems, medical assistance, meditation, mentoring, neighborhood revitalization,
non-profit human service organizations, non-violent conflict resolution, oil depletion protocol,
peace studies programs, peak oil, permaculture, positive news, powerdown projects, preventative
health care, questionnaire construction, recycling, relocalization, renewable resources, right
livelihood, right livelihood employment listings, rural renaissance, socially engaged spirituality,
socially responsible investing, solutions journalism, spiritual discipline, spiritual diversity,
spiritual friendships, spiritually responsible investing, sustainable health care, vegetarian
nutrition, village design, village industries, violence prevention, voluntary simplicity, water
conservation, win-win conflict resolution, world population awareness, yoga, zero waste, etc.

b) The following list of service-oriented initiatives simply represents some of the
initiatives this writer personally thinks of as especially inspiring, and as such represents
only a small fraction of the many initiatives which might be recognized by the members of
any particular faith community—or by residents of any diverse regional area. [Note: The inclusion
of these initiatives, in the context of this essay—and in the context of any material associated with The
IPCR Initiative—does not suggest or imply any endorsement or support by these initiatives for The IPCR
Initiative.]

1. Alternative Gifts International
2. The Beyond Intractability Knowledge Base Project
3. Big Brothers, Big Sisters
4. Bread for the World
5. Camphill Communities
6. Catholic Relief Services
7. Center for Disease Control and Prevention
8. Co-op America
9. Countryside and Small Stock Journal
10. Crystal Waters Permaculture Village
11. Doctors without Borders
12. EcoVillage at Ithaca
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13. EcoVillage Training Center at The Farm
14. EcoVillage Training through The Findhorn Foundation
15. Global Ecovillage Network
16. Greater DC Cares
17. Green Books
18. Habitat for Humanity
19. Heifer International
20. Human Rights Watch
21. The Hunger Site
22. Interfaith Youth Core
23. International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
24. New Society Publishers
25. Oxfam International
26. Peace Corps
27. The Permaculture Activist
28. Post Carbon Institute
29. Powerdown Projects (New College of California)
30. Religions for Peace
31. Right Livelihood Awards
32. Sarvodaya Shramadana Movement
33. Transition Culture
34. Un-Habitat (UN Human Settlements Program)
35. Worldwatch Institute
36. World Food Programme
37. World Health Organization

c) “In the Greater Washington D.C. area (USA), there are

approximately 2,400 places of worship
well over 1,200 non-profit human service organizations (with services ranging

from food and clothing supplies for needy, homeless shelters, alcohol and drug
abuse rehabilitation, healthcare, employment assistance, etc.)

well over 1,000 civic associations and advisory neighborhood commissions
over 1,000 public and private schools
over 350 continuing care retirement communities, independent living retirement

communities, assisted living/group homes, nursing care facilities and home
health care agencies for elders

over 200 men’s and women’s service clubs
over 125 fire departments and rescue squads
over 50 hospitals
over 50 central and district police stations
over 50 universities, community colleges and theological seminaries
over 30 boys and girls clubs
a multitude of businesses large and small
and many, many local, state, and federal government offices and agencies

(from a database compiled in 1996 by this writer)
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d) The cross country torch relay for the 1996 Summer Olympics in Atlanta, Georgia
(USA) began April 27 in Los Angeles and ended July 19 in Atlanta. Of the
approximately 10,000 torch-carriers, about 5,000 were “community heroes selected by
local United Way panels based on nominating essays.” Thirty-seven of the eighty-five
torch-carriers in the Greater Washington D.C. area were “community heroes.” A
graphic—in the newspaper article referenced for this information—listed all thirty-seven
“community heroes.” (see the Washington Post on June 13, 1996) What follows are
some of the brief descriptions, included in that graphic, of those “community heroes”:

“who does volunteer work with the elderly”; “who is active in the Big Brother program in
the District”; “who does volunteer work with AIDS patients and people infected with
HIV”; “who does volunteer work at hospitals”; “who is active in literacy programs for
children”; “who does a range of neighborhood volunteer work”; “who helps abandoned,
orphaned and disabled children”; “who does volunteer work with children and elderly in
poor neighborhoods”4

Seeing Good… and Seeing Potential for More Good

As commentary on the extensive evidence cited above, this writer would like to suggest
that it is because of a particularly wide range in his capacity to see good in the efforts of
people from many different faith communities and cultural traditions, that the above
evidence can be brought together in one place. He would also like to suggest that the
same wide range in his capacity to see good is why he sees so much potential for more
good. This capacity to see good, and to see potential for more good, is a result of this
writers “world view”—the way he “understands (and interprets) his experiences, and
makes judgments about what is valuable and important”.5

Much of The IPCR Initiative consists of concepts and tools which have been developed
because this writer believes there is both the need—and the potential—for people in
communities around the world to be much more resourceful in the use of the storehouses
of accumulated wisdom and “embodied energy” which are now accessible to us.

From this point of view—a wide-ranging capacity to see good, and to see much potential
for more good—it will be useful to look at The IPCR Mission Statement, a few of the
difficulties in realizing the goals listed in that statement, and what the IPCR Initiative
offers as ways of overcoming those difficulties.

The IPCR Mission Statement

The Interfaith Peacebuilding and Community Revitalization (IPCR) Initiative is an effort
to facilitate the practical application of the Eight IPCR Concepts (“Community Good
News Networks,” “Community Faith Mentoring Networks,” “Spiritual Friendships,”
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“Questionnaires That Help Build Caring Communities,” “Community Visioning
Initiatives for Peace,” “Spiritually Responsible Investing,” “Ecological Sustainability,”
and “IPCR Journal/Newsletters)—at the community and regional level—as a way of
contributing to the following goals:

1) “… bringing to the fore what is often hidden: how many good people there are, how
many ways there are to do good, and how much happiness comes to those who
extend help as well as to those who receive it.”

2) increasing our collective capacity to encourage and inspire individual spiritual
formation—with all the beneficial consequences that follow for individuals,
communities, regions. etc.

3) building trust among people from different faith communities and cultural traditions
4) increasing our capacity to be responsible stewards of our time, energy, and money
5) increasing our capacity to access what is necessary for basic human needs and

quality of life through principles and practices of ecological sustainability and
permaculture, especially in light of the implications of global warming,
ecological footprint analysis, and the “peaking” of our finite supplies of oil

6) increasing our awareness of the countless number of ‘things people can do in
the everyday circumstances of their lives’ which will contribute to
peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability efforts,
in our own communities and regions—and in other parts of the world

7) reducing the incidence of violence—and all the costs associated with war
8) increasing emergency assistance to people with basic human needs
9) reflecting an understanding of the value of silence
10) creating local community and regional publications that provide a format for

sharing the good news which would be identified, encouraged, supported,
and sustained by contributions to the first 9 goals

Some Questions We Will Need to Answer

This writer believes it is fair to suggest that the ten goals listed in The IPCR Mission
Statement (above) can be advanced in many ways with contributions of time, energy, and
money by people from many different faith communities and cultural traditions.
However, as many of us know by the experiences of our lives, there are many difficult
challenges associated with advancing these goals. One particularly difficult challenge—
which is designated by The IPCR Initiative as a “most difficult challenge of our time”
(and which is part of a ten point assessment of “the most difficult challenges of our times” used in many
IPCR documents, and included in Appendix 1)—is described as follows:

“The source of threats—whether perceived or real—to the identities and/or cherished
meanings of many communities of people is too often linked to religious, spiritual, and/or
moral traditions; and such threats too often result in conflicts which cast a shadow of
negative associations onto such traditions. These negative associations have caused
many people to disassociate from the religious, spiritual, and/or moral traditions linked to
such threats; and have accumulated to such a degree that the real treasured wisdom of
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many such traditions now seems as if it is hidden—or remains undiscovered. This is
unfortunate—as such treasured wisdom contains teachings which inspire and encourage
people to

1) place a high priority on the development of truth, virtue, love, and peace—and live disciplined
lives for the purpose of adhering to truth, cultivating virtue and love, and maintaining the
pathways to enduring peace
2) sacrifice personal desires for the greater good of the whole
3) find contentment and quality of life while consuming less material goods and ecological
services
4) prefer peacebuilding which supports and actualizes mutually beneficial understandings,
forgiveness, and reconciliation—and which abstains from violent conflict resolution—as a way
of bringing cycles of violence to an end
5) use resources carefully, so that there is surplus available for emergency assistance
6) support community life and cultural traditions which ‘… bring to the fore what is often
hidden: how many good people there are, how many ways there are to do good, and how much
happiness comes to those who extend help, as well as to those who receive it.’”

What is it that happens, in the everyday influences of community life and cultural
traditions, which causes such treasured wisdom to be overshadowed by threats, violent
conflicts, and other experiences with negative associations? What could happen instead,
in the everyday influences of community life and cultural traditions, which would cause
threats, violent conflicts, and other experiences with negative associations to be
overshadowed by the treasured wisdom described above? Which basic elements of
community life and cultural traditions lead to cycles of mutually beneficial
understandings, and which lead to cycles of violence? If we are to overcome the
challenges of our times, a majority of people on this planet will need to know the answers
to these questions.

About “Frameworks”, Infrastructures, Community Life, and Cultural Traditions

This writer believes that having a better understanding of the cause/effect relationships
between “frameworks” (as described below), infrastructures, community life, and cultural
traditions will assist us in moving towards answers to the above questions. After offering
the following five propositions, this writer will provide commentary which, hopefully,
will help clarify these important cause/effect relationships.

1) As young children grow into adults, the everyday circumstances of community life and
cultural traditions provide “frameworks” by which they “understand their experiences and make
judgments about what is valuable and important”. These “frameworks” shape the way people
come into contact with each other, and the way they interpret facts, issues, and events—and
provide the context by which people decide what are appropriate responses to the circumstances
of their lives. These “frameworks” are often the source of a person’s thoughts about who they
are, how they feel about themselves, how they evaluate other peoples “frameworks”, and how
other people might evaluate their “framework”.6
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2) “Real education must be judged by the concern for others which it promotes.”7

3) “Intractable conflict usually involves some threat—perceived or real—to (a person’s) identity,
or cherished meanings, or both.”8

4) There are now significant occurrences of conflict in the world which are a result of people
feeling that there is “some threat—perceived or real—to their identity, or cherished meanings, or
both.”8

5) And there are now many people whose life circumstances—whether perceived or real—seem
so difficult that they interpret threats, such as described above, as threats to their very existence.
In such circumstances, many people come to the conclusion that it is necessary to resort to
violence—to either save their lives, or to sacrifice their lives in a way that affirms the
“framework” which gave their life meaning.

Again: what is it that happens, in the everyday influences of community life and cultural
traditions, which causes such treasured wisdom (as described above) to be overshadowed
by threats, violent conflicts, and other experiences with negative associations? Part of
what happens is people interpret circumstances as threats (whether perceived or real)—
and whole infrastructures are created, supported, and sustained as a way of preventing the
perceived-or-real threat from having a negative impact on their identities, their cherished
meanings—or their very lives. Unfortunately, a possible side effect of this kind of
“action-reaction” cycle is that too much time, energy, and money can be invested in
creating, supporting, and sustaining “defensive” infrastructures. And when too much
time, energy, and money are invested in “defensive” infrastructures… what happens to
ideas associated with reducing the possibility of perceiving threats in the first place by
creating, supporting, and sustaining whole infrastructures associated with peacebuilding,
reconciliation, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability? Such ideas are
overshadowed, and receive less attention, and less support. This writer believes, as stated
in the introduction to this essay, that there has never been a time in the course of history
when both the capacity to cultivate practical wisdom and the capacity to build a positive
and constructive consensus were as important as they are now. Are we up to the
challenge?

A Critical Point in the Evolution of Spiritual Understanding

The IPCR Initiative believes that any initiative hoping to build bridges and increase
collaboration along the lines of individual spiritual formation and interfaith peacebuilding
must offer well-organized, peaceful, constructive, and ongoing community building
processes, which result in the accumulation of more and more opportunities for people to
practice spiritual wisdom in the everyday circumstances of community life. But how will
it be possible to do this when even the most gentle and kindhearted people of one
religious tradition are perceived as a “threat” to the identity or cherished meanings of
another religious tradition? That we must somehow work through all of the challenges in
Appendix 1 (including the one described above) is a very sobering realization—and one
of a few key realizations which has convinced this writer that we are at a critical point in
the evolution of spiritual understanding.
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And yet arriving at a full appreciation of the difficulty of our current circumstances is
both difficult and risky, as arriving at such a point without also having sufficient faith and
wisdom—and access to appropriate resources—could be overwhelming, and could lead
to many people losing hope and becoming desperate. After all, consider that in one of the
documents which has assisted many people to a fuller awareness of the implications of
“peak oil” (the “Hirsch Report”), the suggestion is made that successful risk management of
such a profound change in human affairs will require that large scale mitigation activity
commence ten years before the actual “peak” occurs.9

How much more time, might we imagine, will be needed for the profound changes in
human affairs necessary to overcome all the challenges described in Appendix 1? Who
can we turn to to assure us that we—collectively— will avoid an outcome in which many
people learn of the challenges of our times in a way which leads to a loss of hope and
feelings of desperation? How can we—collectively—arrive at a point where a significant
majority of the people currently living on this planet have sufficient faith and wisdom—
and access to appropriate resources—to make genuine contributions towards overcoming
the challenges of our times? This writer believes—and hopes many other people share
this belief—that if we are to overcome the challenges of our times we will need not only
the resources which innovators can prove the existence of by scientific method; we will
also need the resources which people of faith believe exist as a result of inner experience.

As an example of this point of view, consider the following: one proposition of The
IPCR Initiative is that—for the current generation to overcome the challenges of our
times—each person will need to do his or her part, and trust that the others involved will
do their part. To repeat: each person will need to do his or her part, and trust that the
others involved will do their part. From the point of view of this writer, one of the
“others” involved is the source and origin (with such names as have been ascribed to it) of all the
spiritual gifts necessary to nurture, support, and sustain a peaceful and happy way of life.
Do we believe that the source and origin of all things is doing its part? Are we really
doing our part? When the going gets difficult in our personal lives, will we have enough
faith to continue to do our part? And will we have enough wisdom to understand that it
is just as important for others to maintain their faith, as it is for us to maintain ours?
How will we be able to trust others, and others be able to trust us, if each of us sees our
different pathways to wisdom as a threat, instead of a discovery from which we all might
benefit?

We are at a critical point in the evolution of spiritual understanding. Fortunately, there is
much potential which could be translated into a positive outcome. Another way of saying
this is: at no other time in the course of history have so many people had access to so
much along the lines of resources necessary to overcoming the challenges of their times.
We have the resources necessary to overcome the challenges of our times. And whether
we know it or not, there are many people who are actively involved in translating the
potential energy now accessible to us into positive and constructive initiatives… many
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people who are already on the pathways to resolving many of the challenges in Appendix
1. Unfortunately, there are still many initiatives critical to overcoming the challenges of
our times which are “not quite coming through the mist as much as they should be”… too
many “frameworks” and infrastructures which have been developed as a reaction to
violence, or the threat of violence, and not enough “frameworks” and infrastructures
which have been developed along the lines of peacebuilding, reconciliation, community
revitalization, and ecological sustainability.

This writer believes that there is now a profound and critical need for as many people as
possible to exercise as much love, understanding, and forgiveness as possible—in as
many ways as possible. Because this is what he believes, his feelings towards anyone
who is sincerely trying to cultivate love, understanding, and forgiveness is that he would
like to encourage them and assist them, in any way possible.

The IPCR Initiative is an accumulation of documents, resources, and observations
brought together to support the propositions that we—collectively—have both the need,
and the potential, to be

1) much more organized and deliberate about “… bringing to the fore what is often
hidden: how many good people there are, how many ways there are to do good,
and how much happiness comes to those who extend help, as well as to those
who receive it.”

2) much more multifaceted and participation-friendly in our approaches to
peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability

3) much more resourceful in the use of the storehouses of accumulated wisdom
and “embodied energy” which are now accessible to us.

What can we do—at this particular point in time—in the everyday circumstances of our
lives, to bring the best ideas from the storehouses of accumulated wisdom now accessible
to us and “through the mist”, so that our community building processes will be most
effective in helping us overcome the challenges of our times?

“In the best of times, even the most profound challenges can be overcome; for in the best
of times, ____________________ is/are nurtured, supported, and sustained by family,
friends, teachers, mentors, elders, and the everyday influences of community life and
cultural traditions.”

Here this writer would like to remind readers that this essay, “Peacebuilding in its Most
Compassionate Form”, is an effort to assist fellow human beings in identifying what—
from the storehouses of accumulated wisdom now accessible to us—would best answer
the above question “What can we do…”—and what—from the storehouses of
accumulated wisdom now accessible to us—would best fill in the blank in the above
statement.
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Three Most Important Points

In the section “About the Writer of This Essay” at the end of this document, this writer
affirms that the most important influence in his life has been, and continues to be, Sri
Sathya Sai Baba (age 81, with a main residence in Puttaparthi, India). In 1997, this writer
completed a 301 page arrangement of selected quotations from “Sathya Sai Speaks” (Vol.
1-11, first U.S. editions) (discourses by Sri Sathya Sai Baba from the years 1953-1982).
That document is an unpublished manuscript which has only recently been made
accessible to many people by its inclusion in the website of The IPCR Initiative
(www.ipcri.net) This writer hereby attributes the inspiration for the approach and
substance of The IPCR Initiative, his personal capacity to see good in the efforts of
people from many different faith communities and cultural traditions, and his personal
faith in a positive outcome regarding the challenges of our times to close contact, over
many years, with the wisdom and compassion in the teachings of Sri Sathya Sai Baba.

And yet—and this is a most important point—in contrast to the outlook which
claims a “right” to develop an initiative even though such efforts are felt by many
as “a threat (perceived or real) to their identity, or cherished meanings, or both”;
this writer would slow or discontinue the development of The IPCR Initiative in
such circumstances—until such time as communication leads to better
understanding, and circumstances are more mutually beneficial.10

In addition—and this is also a most important point—it is not necessary for any
readers of this document, or any participants in activities associated with The
IPCR Initiative, to know anything about Sri Sathya Sai Baba (the most important
influence in this writer’s life), or the teachings of Sri Sathya Sai Baba, to contribute to
or benefit from the work of The IPCR Initiative.

And here, as the third most important point of this section, this writer would like
to affirm with as clear a statement as he can possibly make, that The IPCR
Initiative encourages people, whether they are going to participate in an IPCR
Initiative sponsored activity or not, to use (at no cost)21 the resources provided by
The IPCR Initiative to nurture, support, and sustain community life and cultural
traditions associated with the particular “frameworks” which give their lives
meaning.

This writer—the founder of The IPCR Initiative—believes in affirming the above three
points for the following reasons:

1) these points define an approach to interfaith peacebuilding and community
revitalization which he can support with all his heart
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2) the challenges of our times are such that it is essential to “bring to the fore” the
real treasured wisdom of religious, spiritual, and moral traditions (i.e. there is a
profound and critical need for as many people as possible to exercise as much
love, understanding, and forgiveness as possible—in as many ways as possible).

3) this writer understands, by way of the teachings of Sri Sathya Sai Baba, the
existence of a “current”11—which can be recognized according to the degree to
which one has incorporated spiritual understanding into his or her everyday
thoughts, words, and deeds… or by the grace of association with profound
spiritual teachings.

“Tool Boxes” For Utilizing That “Current” To Do Good

This writer does not hesitate to affirm that he has a ways to go towards the goal of
realizing his spiritual potential. And yet the teachings of Sri Sathya Sai Baba are such
that he can understand the existence of a “current”, which is active in all circumstances of
everyday life, in communities around the world. Consider the following quotation:

“The Divine principle that is in every one is like the electric current that
illuminates the bulbs… of different colours and different candle powers.
The same God shines in and through every one, whatever be the creed,
colour, tribe, or territory.”12

The IPCR Initiative is an effort to apply the accumulated wisdom now accessible to us
towards the general goal of integrating spiritual wisdom into the everyday circumstances
of community life—and towards the specific goal of generating practical responses to the
challenges of our times. Viewed in this light, The IPCR Initiative—and all related fields
of activity—can be understood as contributions to religious, spiritual, and moral “tool
boxes” (many of which have been created from centuries of cultural experience) which have been
confirmed by saints, sages, spiritual leaders, and sincere practitioners of all faiths and
moral “world views” as storehouses of accumulated wisdom associated with utilizing that
“current” to do good.13

Appendix 2 is a four page collection of quotations from “Sathya Sai Speaks” (a collection
of discourses by Sri Sathya Sai Baba). Appendix 2 is included in this document to help readers
understand some of the inspiration for this writers’ view of religious, spiritual, and moral
traditions as “tool boxes” which assist us in utilizing that “current” to do good.

The following four sections of this essay provide some examples of the efforts The IPCR
Initiative is making to contribute to the “tool boxes” which assist us in utilizing that
“current” to do good.



67

The IPCR Workshop Primer

We can see a “contribution to those ‘tool boxes’” in the efforts to develop the
following IPCR Concepts…

a) “Community Good News Networks” and “Community Faith Mentoring Networks”
(IPCR Concepts #1 and #2)

“Community Good News Networks”—is a name for participation by local community
residents in an ongoing process of actively discovering, sharing, encouraging, and
creating good news, for the purpose of “… bringing to the fore what is often hidden: how
many good people there are, how may ways there are to do good, and how much
happiness comes to those who extend help as well as to those who receive it.” One way
to begin creating “Community Good News Networks” is as follows: ongoing
intergenerational programs—programs that bring together elders of the community with
young people (ages 5-18) of the community—are created at appropriate meeting places
such as local places of worship. Such intergenerational programs would include the
following activities: 1) collecting and sharing good news articles, stories, etc., and
making contributions to “Good News Reference Resources,” specific to local
communities and regions 2) sending notecards of gratitude and encouragement—and
invitations to visit—to people who are making good news in the local community or
region 3) inspirational sharing meetings featuring “good news makers” from the local
community or region. As more and more good news is discovered, shared, and created,
participants can give special attention to identifying the “good news makers” who are
associated with a religious or spiritual worldview, and who live near their specific
meeting place. A local “Community Faith Mentoring Network” could then be
established to facilitate matching people of all ages with “faith mentors” in their local
community.

Even now, as you are reading this, truly inspiring contributions of genuine goodwill
are being generated in a variety of ways—and in a variety of circumstances—

by countless numbers of people in communities around the world.

“Community Faith Mentoring Networks”-- A “Faith Mentor” can be defined as “a
person, who by word, action, and presence, models a meaningful lifestyle, clarifies
important life issues, and provides guidance for deepening spirituality in a caring and
accepting environment.”14 Do most of us believe that we already have a “faith mentor” in
our lives, and are progressing, consciously and deliberately, towards the full realization
of our spiritual potential? Those of us who have had a “faith mentor” in our lives, or
have one now, know how much of a difference such a person has made in our lives…
surely, we can then sympathize with others who would like to have such a person in their
lives, but do not. While the development of a faith mentoring relationship often takes
place within a particular faith community, “Community Faith Mentoring Networks”
would be a partnership among many different places of worship and faith traditions, for
the purpose of 1) increasing our collective capacity to encourage and inspire individual
spiritual formation—with all the beneficial consequences that follow for individuals,



68

The IPCR Workshop Primer

communities, regions, etc. and 2) building trust among people from different faith
communities and cultural traditions. Applied at the local community and regional level,
“Community Good News Networks” and “Community Faith Mentoring Networks” can
create ongoing opportunities for people of one particular faith community or cultural
tradition to experience the highest ideals of all local community specific and regional
specific faith communities and cultural traditions, as representatives of such ideals are
better appreciated, more easily recognized—and more numerous— in the everyday
circumstances of community life.

We reap what we sow.

b) We can see a “contribution to those ‘tool boxes’” in the efforts to develop
“Questionnaires That Help Build Caring Communities” (IPCR Concept #4)

And here are 6 sample questions from The IPCR Spring 2007 “Building Caring
Communities” Questionnaire15:

6. Arriving at Working Definitions of “Right Livelihood”

Consider what ways of earning a living you would identify as “right livelihood.”

Now imagine a local community resource guide relating to employment, apprenticeships,
training, and volunteer opportunities associated with “right livelihood.”

And further: imagine a committee commissioned to produce such a “right livelihood”
resource guide…. And the individuals who make up the committee commissioned to
produce such a resource guide….

a) What background (qualifications, experiences, etc.) would you like such individuals to
have?

b) What local institutions would you consider most appropriate to commission such a
resource guide, and oversee its production?

7. Cultivating Sympathy and Compassion

Please name 5 people—who you know personally, and/or who you have been influenced
by—who have inspired in you the qualities of sympathy for the suffering of others, and
willingness to express compassion in ways which might alleviate some of such suffering.

a) What does your local community do—specifically, as a community—to nurture,
encourage, support, and inspire-- to cultivate-- such persons, and thus to attract other such
people to move into your local community?
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If even a few community visioning initiatives—of the nature advocated by The IPCR
Initiative (“Community Visioning Initiatives for Peace”)—generated results similar to
those achieved in Chattanooga, Tennessee (USA), people in all parts of the world—
keenly attuned when it comes to matters of the heart— could be inspired to carry out
similar visioning initiatives. And if many communities carried out similar visioning
initiatives, and also achieved significant results, our collective capacity to overcome the
challenges of our times could begin to accumulate at an accelerating rate.

Developing, supporting, and participating in a community or regional specific variation
of an IPCR Initiative can be one step in a series of steps which contribute to the
realization that we—collectively—have the resources necessary to overcome even the
most profound challenges of our times. Yes, taking these kind of steps will require, by
their very nature, examples of the transforming power of love, understanding, and
forgiveness—and faith, discipline, and perseverance will be necessary to achieve the
most beneficial results. Still—with the encouragement and support of family, friends,
teachers, mentors, elders, and the everyday influences of community life and cultural
traditions—all the necessary steps can be taken, and all of the potential can be realized.

d) We can see a “contribution to those ‘tool boxes’” in the efforts to develop the concept
of “Spiritually Responsible Investing” (IPCR Concept #6)

The following is an excerpt from a paper (titled “Spiritually Responsible Investing:
Integrating Spiritual Wisdom into the Everyday Circumstances of Community Life”)
which was presented (in absentia—by a graduate student there) at the “Faith, Spirituality,
and Social Change” (FSSC) Conference held at the University of Winchester,
Winchester, United Kindgom, April 14-15, 2007

(From the introduction)

“To begin this discussion of Spiritually Responsible Investing, I would like to offer three
propositions, and one definition.

“The first proposition is:

There are countless numbers of “things people can do in the everyday circumstances of
their lives” which will contribute to peacebuilding, community revitalization, and
ecological sustainability efforts, in their own communities and regions—and in other
parts of the world.

“The second proposition is:

The ways we “invest” our time, energy, and money have a direct impact on the “ways of
earning a living” that are available.
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“The third proposition is:

The most advanced societies are the ones which are successful at integrating spiritual
wisdom into the everyday circumstances of community life.

“And the one definition:

Spiritually Responsible Investing can be defined as investments of time, energy, and
money which increase our capacity to integrate spiritual wisdom into the everyday
circumstances of community life.”
Also included in that FSSC paper was reference to the list of related fields of activity
which was brought forward earlier in this essay (see p. 3), and commentary on that list.

The commentary on that list included:

“2) People can, one by one, decide to deliberately focus the way they spend their time,
energy, and money so that their actions have positive repercussions on many or all of the
105 fields of activity (see p. 3).

3) The result can be that there are countless ‘ways to earn a living’ which contribute to
the peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability efforts
necessary to overcome the challenges of our times.”

And here are the concluding comments from that paper (titled “Spiritually Responsible
Investing: Integrating Spiritual Wisdom into the Everyday Circumstances of Community
Life”)

“In Summary, I would like to return again to the question brought forward earlier in this
discussion: “What can individuals do to inspire and encourage Spiritually Responsible
Investing in the communities where they live?

“And I would now like to respond to that question in this way:

“I believe that any community of people, however small in numbers, who participate in
ongoing “Community Good News Networks” and annual “Community Visioning
Initiatives for Peace”—and who combine the resources created by local community
points of entry clearinghouses and “Community Journal/Newsletters” to link many
associated efforts (like the 32 fields of activity mentioned in the paper as it was presented)—will
surely be assisting with outreach, partnership formation, consensus building, and
development of service capacity associated with a significant number of peacebuilding,
community revitalization, and ecological sustainability efforts, all at the same time….

“And here is my closing statement—my message to you in the context of this conference
on “Faith, Spirituality, and Social Change”:
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“Such communities of people will surely provide living proof of the third proposition
mentioned in this discussion—that The most advanced societies are the ones which are
successful at integrating spiritual wisdom into the everyday circumstances of community
life.”21

There is much potential which can be realized by contributing to the “tool boxes”
which assist us in utilizing that “current” to do good

We have both the need—and the potential-- to be much more resourceful in the use of the
storehouses of accumulated wisdom and ‘embodied energy’ which are now accessible to
us.

There is much potential which can be realized by contributing to the “tool boxes” which
assist us in utilizing that “current” to do good.

The IPCR Initiative stands ready to do its part to help people attain the faith, wisdom, and
resources necessary to overcome the challenges of our times.

Ongoing Revitalization of a Communities’ “Moral Compass”

How can local communities arrive at practical definitions of “right livelihood”? What
local institutions would be most appropriate as commissioners and overseers of a
resource guide to “right livelihood”? How can leaders at the regional and local
community level assure residents that they understand the challenges of our times, if they
themselves do not participate in the very activities they advocate for overcoming the
challenges of our times? How can our communities change “the way things get done” so
that more people can live in accordance with their moral convictions? Workshops
associated with The IPCR Initiative can identify, discover, create, support, and sustain
comprehensive and practical answers to these very relevant questions— and provide a
system by which the answers can be re-evaluated and re-stated on an ongoing basis.
Therefore, it may be said that by its very nature The IPCR Initiative includes a built-in
and ongoing process for re-evaluating and re-stating the “moral compass” of a
community or region. And it may also be said that such a “moral compass” would
incorporate any genuine and sincere contributions from participants associated with any
religious, spiritual, or moral tradition without any damage to the genuine and sincere
parts of the “framework” which gives meaning to their lives.

A “Mutiplier Effect” of a Positive Nature

The IPCR Initiative is aware of an urgent need to build bridges and increase collaboration
between diverse communities of people; both as a response to the implications of global
warming, ecological footprint analysis, and the “peaking” of our finite supplies of oil—
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and to be proactive about individual spiritual formation, interfaith peacebuilding, and the
creation of ecologically sustainable communities.

The IPCR Initiative understands that the complexity associated with building bridges and
increasing collaboration between diverse communities of people, the urgent need for
resolutions to a significant number of critical issues in the near future—and the seemingly
chronic nature of many of the challenges of our times—suggests a need for problem
solving on a scale most of us have never known before.

Assessments of the challenges of our times such as the one offered in Appendix 1 provide
evidence that there is a profound and critical need for human beings—collectively—to be

1) much more organized and deliberate about “… bringing to the fore what is
often hidden: how many good people there are, how many ways there are
to do good, and how much happiness comes to those who extend help, as
well as to those who receive it.”

2) much more multifaceted and participation-friendly in our approaches to
peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability

3) much more resourceful in the use of the storehouses of accumulated wisdom
and “embodied energy” which are now accessible to us.

Specifically, the contributions The IPCR Initiative hopes to make along the lines
described by the three goals listed above are as follows:

1) inspire, encourage, and support the creation of many local community specific and regional
specific variations of the “…Towards Higher Common Ground….” Survey22—so that the actual
survey takes place in as many ways as possible (For more information about the “… Towards Higher
Common Ground…” Survey, see the “Core Documents” section of this website)

2) introduce The Eight IPCR Concepts through workshops23 offered at the local community level

3) actively develop the concept of “Questionnaires That Help Build Caring Communities”,
administer such questionnaires at the community and/or regional level, and then share
compilations of the responses (with summary and conclusions)

4) actively contribute to the planning, preparation, and realization of “Community Visioning
Initiatives for Peace” at the community and regional levels

5) help to establish, and contribute to, local community points of entry acting as
“clearinghouses”, where residents can discover more about the countless number of “things
people can do in the everyday circumstances of their lives” which will contribute to
peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological sustainability in their own communities
and regions—and in other parts of the world

6) identify, develop, and create enough descriptions and examples of the 105 fields of activity

and generate enough regular feature material in categories such as local community and regional
good news, workshop and conference listings, committee reports, resource reviews, letters to the
editor, “community journal” postings, and links to other useful information and organizations
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to justify monthly local community specific publications of an IPCR Journal/Newsletter (or a
similar publication with a different name….)

7) and combine the resources created by “clearinghouses,” and “community newsletters” to link
many associated efforts—such as those in “A List of Related Fields of Activity” (see p. 3)—and
thus assist with outreach, partnership formation, consensus building and development of service
capacity associated with a significant number of peacebuilding, community revitalization, and
ecological sustainability efforts, all at the same time.

The IPCR Initiative is providing this assistance as a result of believing that any
community of people, however small in numbers, who follow through on most or all of
the practical assistance described in the seven steps mentioned above, will contribute a
“multiplier effect” of a positive nature on whatever goals are decided on at the local
community and regional levels.

Creating More and More Meaningful Ways to “Fill in the Blank”

As stated earlier, this writer believes—and hopes many other people share this belief—
that if we are to overcome the challenges of our times we will need not only the resources
which innovators can prove the existence of by scientific method; we will also need the
resources which people of faith believe exist as a result of inner experience. The IPCR
Mission Statement codifies this belief into goals relevant to overcoming the challenges of
our times. Workshops introducing The Eight IPCR Concepts (“Community Good News
Networks,” “Community Faith Mentoring Networks,” “Spiritual Friendships,”
“Questionnaires That Help Build Caring Communities,” “Community Visioning
Initiatives for Peace,” “Spiritually Responsible Investing,” “Ecological Sustainability,”
and “IPCR Journal/Newsletters”) can provide for each of us more and more opportunities
to contribute towards such goals, more and more understanding about why we would
want to contribute—and more and more opportunities to encourage and support each
other in the process.

By incorporating spiritual wisdom into the everyday circumstances of daily life, it will be
more and more possible for people of every religious, spiritual, and moral tradition to feel
and experience the “current” referred to by the following quotations:

“The Divine principle that is in every one is like the electric current that illuminates the
bulbs… of different colours and different candle powers. The same God shines in and
through every one, whatever be the creed, colour, tribe, or territory.”12

“Let not the bulb think that it is shining through its own will; let it be humble, that it is
but an instrument, used by the current, to shed light.”24

In this way, The IPCR Initiative—and all related fields of activity—can be understood as
contributions to religious, spiritual, and moral “tool boxes” (many of which have been created
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from centuries of cultural experience) which have been confirmed by saints, sages, spiritual
leaders, and sincere practitioners of all faiths and moral “world views” storehouses of
accumulated wisdom associated with utilizing that “current” to do good.13 In this way,
The IPCR Initiative has much to offer which will assist us in fully utilizing all the
knowledge, tools, and resources accessible to us for the highest good possible in every
area of capacity building (physical, ecological, medical, spiritual, educational, social,
economic, technical, political, etc).

The IPCR Initiative sympathizes with the difficulties many people are having in their
efforts to work towards living in caring communities, and would like to do everything
possible to make resources accessible to those people who can make good use of them.
The IPCR Initiative therefore encourages people to view the documents created by The
IPCR Initiative as documents that may be copied without permission25—and used to
nurture, support, and sustain community life and cultural traditions associated with the
particular “frameworks” which give their lives meaning. Hopefully, this kind of policy
will help facilitate the kind of problem solving which will create many meaningful
answers to the challenge of filling in the blank in the following statement (initially
offered in the introduction to this essay):

In the best of times, even the most profound challenges can be overcome; for in the best
of times, ____________________ is/are nurtured, supported, and sustained by family,
friends, teachers, mentors, elders, and the everyday influences of community life and
cultural traditions.

Our Particular Moment in Time on This Planet Earth Could Be the Best of Times

There are many important initiatives which are critical to overcoming the challenges of
our times, but which are not quite “coming through the mist as much as they should be.”
The IPCR Initiative can be very helpful in exactly these kinds of circumstances, as it
encourages and facilitates a “constellation” of initiatives by which the best (in the view of
the participants using these processes) associated with individual spiritual formation,
interfaith peacebuilding, community revitalization, ecological sustainability, etc. can
bubble up to the surface, be recognized as priorities, and therefore be brought forward as
appropriate recipients of peoples’ time, energy, and money. Many people can realize the
wisdom of deliberately focusing the way they spend their time, energy, and money so that
their actions have positive repercussions on the fields of activity described by the IPCR
Mission Statement goals, and on other related fields of activity (see “105 related fields of
activity” on p. 3). As the ancient Chinese proverb says: “Many hands make much work
light.”

One of the most persistent ironies in life is that with so many opportunities to provide real
assistance to fellow human beings—and with the potential for such assistance to result in
happiness “to those who extend help as well as to those who receive it”—there are still
many, many people in this world who cannot find a “way to earn a living” providing such
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assistance. The IPCR Initiative can help to remedy such an unfortunate irony by helping
to create “caring communities”, which are defined here as follows:

“Caring communities” are communities with residents who are aware of the
depth and range of the challenges of our times, and therefore do their best
to take actions which will have positive repercussions on the fields of
activity described by the IPCR Mission Statement goals (see p. 6-7),
and on other related fields of activity (see p. 3).

The most advanced societies are the ones which are successful at integrating spiritual
wisdom into the everyday circumstances of community life.

Our particular moment in time on this Planet Earth could be the best of times.

Peacebuilding in its Most Compassionate Form

Peacebuilding in its most compassionate form is not a competitive field of activity.
Viewed in this light, the most valuable forms of peacebuilding will nurture, support, and
sustain the development of an infinite variety of other forms of peacebuilding,
community revitalization, and ecologically sustainability initiatives. The IPCR Initiative
is an effort to nurture, support, and sustain peacebuilding in its most compassionate form.
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(“Peacebuilding in its Most Compassionate Form”, continued)

Appendix 1

Here is a ten point assessment by The IPCR Initiative of “the most difficult
challenges of our times”: [Note: This ten point assessment is excerpted from a 29 page IPCR
document titled “An Assessment of the Most Difficult Challenges of Our Times”, which includes (as
supporting evidence) 26 items of commentary and analysis and 17 statistics].2

1) Community building associated with energy descent (see Challenges #4, 5, and 6) (as a
result of either wise decisions, key supply shortages, or lack of other options) may or may
not be accompanied by an exponential increase in compassion for our fellow human
beings. Without such an exponential increase, an increase in the need for emergency
assistance to people with basic human needs [as a result of migrations from areas where
carrying capacity has been exceeded (areas such as mega-cities), for example (see Challenge #8)]
may coincide with a decrease in our capacity to respond to such emergencies

2) “Cultures” of violence, greed, corruption, and overindulgence which have become so
common that many of us accept such as inevitable26

3) The source of threats—whether perceived or real—to the identities and/or cherished
meanings of many communities of people is too often linked to religious, spiritual, and/or
moral traditions; and such threats too often result in conflicts which cast a shadow of
negative associations onto such traditions. These negative associations have caused
many people to disassociate from the religious, spiritual, and/or moral traditions linked to
such threats; and have accumulated to such a degree that the real treasured wisdom of
many such traditions now seems as if it is hidden—or remains undiscovered. This is
unfortunate—as such treasured wisdom contains teachings which inspire and encourage
people to

a) appreciate truth, virtue, love, and peace—and live disciplined lives for the purpose of adhering
to truth, cultivating virtue and love, and maintaining the pathways to enduring peace
b) sacrifice personal desires for the greater good of the whole
c) find contentment and quality of life while consuming less material goods and ecological
services
d) prefer peacebuilding which supports and actualizes mutually beneficial understandings,
forgiveness, and reconciliation—and which abstains from violent conflict resolution—as a way
of bringing cycles of violence to an end
e) use resources carefully, so that there is surplus available for emergency assistance
f) support community life and cultural traditions which “… bring to the fore what is often
hidden: how many good people there are, how many ways there are to do good, and how much
happiness comes to those who extend help, as well as to those who receive it.”

4), 5) and 6) Planet-wide climate chaos and global warming, the end of the era of cheap
oil (“peak oil”), and widespread resource depletion and extinction (the “Triple Crises”)
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Consider the following references (with additional corroborating quotes) to pre-conference
(September, 2007) information for a “Teach In: Confronting the Global Triple Crises—
Climate Change, Peak Oil (The End of Cheap Energy), and Global Resource Depletion
and Extinction” (September 14-17, 2007 at The George Washington University Lisner
Auditorium in Washington D.C.) (USA) Sponsored by The International Forum on
Globalization (www.ifg.org) and The Institute on Policy Studies

“The planet’s ecological systems are on the verge of catastrophic change for which few
societies are prepared. So far, responses by governments to this emergency are
inadequate, or counterproductive. We call it the “Triple Crisis,” the convergence of three
advancing conditions:

a) Planet-wide climate chaos and global warming (“There is a serious risk of widespread,
catastrophic climate change if we do not begin dramatically reducing global carbon emissions”27)

b) The end of the era of cheap energy (“peak oil”) (“The peaking of world oil production
presents the U.S. and the world with an unprecedented risk management problem…. The world has never
faced a problem like this….”28 )

c) The depletion of many of the world’s key resources: water, timber, fish, fertile soil, coral
reefs; and the expected extinction of 50% of the world’s species.

“All are rooted in the same systemic problem—massive overuse of fossil fuels and the
Earth’s resources; all driven by an economic ideology of hyper growth and consumption
that’s beyond the limits of the planet to sustain.”29

7) The increasing world population and its implications relating to widespread resource
depletion (with special focus on the increasing number of people who are consuming
material goods and ecological resources indiscriminately)

8) Current trends indicate that we are creating more and more “urban agglomerations”
(cities with a population of more than 1 million people), which require more and more
complex and energy intensive infrastructures, where it is more and more difficult to trace
the consequences of our individuals investments of time, energy, and money—and which
are the least appropriate models when it comes to implementing resolutions to many of
the other challenges included in this list.30 (Note: “Response nodes” for emergency assistance, and
centers for regional and international exchange of “weak link” materials do not require a mega-city
infrastructure base )

9) Any shortages of goodwill in times of unprecedented transition could tilt already
precarious systems into further disarray—and thus erode established systems in even the
most stable communities and regions

10) Sorting out what are real challenges and what are sound and practical solutions is
becoming more and more difficult, as there is now, in many parts of the world, a
multitude of ideas of all kinds coming to the fore in personal, family, community, and
cultural life—all at the same time.
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Appendix 2

This writer hereby attributes the inspiration for the approach and substance of The IPCR
Initiative, his personal capacity to see good in the efforts of many people from different
faith communities and cultural traditions, and his personal faith in a positive outcome
regarding the challenges of our times to close contact, over many years, with the wisdom
and compassion in the teachings of Sri Sathya Sai Baba.

Here are a collection of quotations from “Sathya Sai Speaks” (Vol. 1-15), which are
particularly relevant to this writer’s capacity to see good in the world. He thinks of the
quotations in this arrangement as contributions to an interfaith point of view, and so it has
been given that title.

Contributions to an Interfaith Point of View
(from the Discourses of Sri Sathya Sai Baba)

(with one quote from the Rg Veda)
(this arrangement is an unpublished arrangement by this writer)

[Note: The quotations below are from “Sathya Sai Speaks” (Vol. 1-15) (Discourses given by Sri Sathya
Sai Baba during the years 1953-1982) The particular quotations have been referenced using the
abbreviation “SSS” for “Sathya Sai Speaks”. The remaining parts of the citation-- for example 7.3 p.16--
refers to Volume 7, Chapter 3, page 16. The “Sathya Sai Speaks” series is published by the Sri Sathya Sai
Books and Publications Trust Prasanthi Nilayam India (Additional Note: “Sathya Sai Speaks” Vol. 1-35
can be accessed via the Internet athttp://www.sathyasai.org/search/default.htm)

A) “… lamps lit from the same flame….”

1) “All men are lamps lit from the same flame which is God.” (SSS 7.3 p.16)
2) “It is the same substance poured into different moulds. (SSS 2.2 p.5)
3) The Divine principle that is in every one is like the electric current that

illuminates the bulbs… of different colours and different candle powers.
The same God shines in and through every one, whatever be the creed,
colour, tribe, or territory.” (SSS 8.22 p.115)

B) “All beings are images of the Universal Atma….”

1) “When you clarify and sanctify your Vision and look at them through the
Atmic eye, the eye that penetrates beyond the physical (with all its
attributes and appurtenances), then, you will see the others as Waves on
the Ocean of the Absolute, as the ‘thousand heads, the thousand eyes,
thousand feet’ of the Supreme Sovereign person or ‘Purusha’ sung in the
Rgveda.” (SSS 13.8 p.38)
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2) “All beings are images of the Universal Atma, in the names and forms they
have apparently assumed.” (SSS 11.54 p.306)

3) “All the 1000 names of thousand faced society connote only the one God that
plays in those 1000 roles. The One appears as if it is enshrined in the
1000 bodies. This is the truth you have to realize and cherish as the most
precious in life.” (SSS 11.47 p.278)

C) “There is a road from each heart to the Source of all Joy….”

1) “There is a road from each heart to the Source of all Joy, namely, God. Each
one will come in his own good time, at his own pace, through his own
inner urge, along the path that God will reveal to him as his own.”

(SSS 11.3 p.20)
2) “… in the spiritual path, each one has to move forward from where he already

is, according to his own pace, in the light of the lamp which each one
holds in his own hand.” (SSS 6.7 p.37)

D) “All… are pilgrims proceeding along the path….”

1)“… the path of devotion… is a spiritual discipline of the heart and results in
Love and service to all as fellow pilgrims to the same divine goal.”

(SSS 13.24 p.136)
2) “All are pilgrims on the road; some going fast, some going slow, that is all.

The goal is the same for you all, though the roads may be many.”
(SSS 2.35 p.206)

3) “All men in all countries are pilgrims proceeding along the path towards God.
The progress of each is decided by the discipline adapted, the character
formed, the ideal kept in view, the leadership chosen, and the faith
implanted.” (SSS 8.25 p.135-136)

4) “So, you may speak different languages or use different sound-signals, and
follow different habits of food and dress-- and even of worship and prayer.
But, they are all… instruments for your uplift and progress….”

(SSS 3.38 p.216-217)
5) “The basic truths of religion are not tarnished by the evil men practice or the

competitive propaganda they indulge in.” (SSS 11.54 p.307)
6) “Do not damage the faith of anyone, in virtue and divinity. Encourage others

to have that faith by demonstrating in your own life that virtue is its own
reward….” (SSS 5.50 p.277)

7) “… Sai wants the votaries of each religion to cultivate faith in its own
excellence, and realize its validity by its own intense practice. That is the
Sai religion, the religion that feeds and fosters all religions and emphasizes
their common greatness.” (SSS 13.23 p.131)

8) “Love your religion, so that you may practice it with greater faith; and, when
each one practices his religion with faith, there can be no hatred in the
world, for all religions are built on universal love.” (SSS 5.44 p.246)
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E) “… the Seva of the Lord keeps you always in His Presence….”

1) “God appears before you as a blind beggar, an idiot, a leper, a child, a decrepit
old man, a criminal, or a madman. You must look behind those veils for
the Divine embodiment of love, power, and wisdom—the Sai—and
worship Him through selfless service to humanity.” (SSS 13.8 p.38)

2) “His Glory, His Compassion, His Grace—these are inscrutable; they shape
themselves in manifold forms, as He wills.” (SSS 8.28 p.159)

3) “People do not understand the ways of God. How can they know why a
particular event takes place at a particular time in a particular manner. He
alone can know.” (SSS 7.7 p.43)

4) “Even if you falter in the adoration of God, do not falter in the service of the
living God, who has assumed human shape and is moving all around you
in such large numbers and wearing such manifold costumes of apparel and
speech!” (SSS 10.39 p.264)

5) “You must be happy that the Seva of the Lord keeps you always in His
Presence, and ever vigilant to carry out His behests.” (SSS 4.24 p.137)

6) “’Sarvathah pani padam, sarvathokshi siro mukham’, says the Githa. All
hands are His; all feet, all eyes, and all faces and mouths are His; He
works through all hands, He walks through all feet, He sees through each
eye, He eats and speak through every mouth. Everything is He. Every
step is His, every look, every speech, every act is His. That is the lesson
that Seva instills.” (SSS 11.22 p.115-116)

7) “Let not the bulb think that it is shining through its own will; let it be
humble, that it is but an instrument, used by the current, to shed light.”

(SSS 7.38 p.195)

F) “We too can discover the Lord through His Footprints….”

1) “God has a million names, Sages and Saints have seen Him in a million
Forms; they have seen Him with eyes closed and eyes open. They have
extolled Him in all the languages and dialects of man; but yet, His glory is
not exhausted.” (SSS 8.22 p.119)

2) “We too can discover the Lord through His Footprints, which can be
discovered everywhere, provided sincere search is made with trained eyes.
You can find the footprints wherever there is beauty, virtue, humility,
justice, truth, love and peace.” (SSS 6.37 p.185)

3) “Yes, the lesson is: recognize His Footprints in every thing of beauty, every
act of goodness, every tear of gratitude, every sign of compassion….”

(SSS 9.17 p.89)
4) “God is not to be spoken of as coming down or going up, since He is

everywhere, available for your becoming aware of Him, through beauty,
truth, goodness, strength, love or any one of the divine attributes.”

(SSS 8.3 p.13)



84

The IPCR Workshop Primer

G) “… co-mingle and become more and more composite.”

1) “The Universe is the Field where God sports. Be aware of this fact, every
moment of consciousness, and there is nothing more you need for a happy
existence. For, you will then contact God in every thing through every
thought at every place and at every moment. His Leela is evident in the
smallest flower and the most distant star. The joy that you can derive
from the contemplation of these proofs of providence is indescribable.”

(SSS 13.16 p.80-81)
2) “In the beginning, the Adored and the Adorer are distant and different; but, as

the Sadhana becomes more confirmed and consolidated, they co-mingle
and become more and more composite.” (SSS 7.48 p.240)

3) “When merged, the ego is dissolved; all symbols and signs of the particular,
like name, form, caste, colour, creed, nationality, church, sect, and the
rights and duties consequent thereon, will fade.” (SSS 7.48 p.240)

H) “Truth is one; sages speak of It variously.”

1) “There is only one God; He is omnipresent.” (SSS 11.54 p.312)
2) “… every name is but a facet, a part, a ray, of the Supreme. The spiritual

discipline consists in recognizing and becoming aware of the One that
supports and sustains the many. That is the precious gem of wisdom that
one must secure and treasure.” (SSS 13.24 p.136)

3) “God has a million names, Sages and Saints have seen Him in a million
forms; they have seen Him with eyes closed and eyes open. They have
extolled Him in all the languages and dialects of man; but yet, His Glory is
not exhausted.” (SSS 8.22 p.119)

4) “Truth is one; the sages speak of It variously.” (Rg Veda)
(from www.storytellingmonk.org)

5) “When it is known and appreciated that the One manifested Itself as the many
and that the One is known by many names, there is really no scope for
hatred or irreverence.” (SSS 13.39 p.226)
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Notes and References

1. This ten point assessment is excerpted from a 29 page document titled “An
Assessment of the Most Difficult Challenges of Our Times” (accessible at the IPCR
website at www.ipcri.net), which includes (as supporting evidence) 26 items of
commentary and analysis and 17 statistics (from various sources).

2. The IPCR Initiative is aware that there are many very difficult issues which could be
defined as “the most difficult challenges of our times”. By even making a list at all, The
IPCR Initiative is not suggesting it can offer a definitive assessment.

The purpose of the designations made in the ten point assessment offered is:

a) to help other people appreciate how becoming involved in a comprehensive assessment of the
challenges of our times can be useful for re-framing public discourse
b) to help other people appreciate that these issues “pervade our globe; … are complex due to the
interdependent nature of all modern nation-states; (and) are all interwoven, making it difficult, if
not impossible, to deal with one in isolation from the others….” [From John D. Haas “Future
Studies in K-12 Curriculum” Social Science Educational Consortium 1988 (page number not retrieved)]
c) to illustrate how The IPCR Initiative can contribute to the resolution of even the most
profound challenges of our times.

3. Here are two quotations which may help readers with the concept of “embodied
energy”:

“The energy invested in a particular thing during its life from cradle to grave, is called the
‘embodied energy’ of that object. The amount of embodied energy that an item contains
depends on the technology used to create it (the origin of material inputs, how they were
created and transported, etc.) the nature of the production system, and the distance the
item travels from inception to purchase.”

[from State of the World 2004 (Special Focus: The Consumer Society) Worldwatch
Institute Washington D.C. 2004 p. 36-37]

From “Permaculture and Energy” (by David Holmgren, co-creator of the
“permaculture” concept) (article first written in 1990, published in “Permaculture
Activist” Issue #31 May, 1994) (see subsection titled “Mollison”)
(http://permacultureactivist.net/Holmgren/holmgren.htm) (Accessed June 10, 2007)

“The transition from an unsustainable fossil fuel-based economy back to a solar-based
(agriculture and forestry) economy will (require making best use) of the embodied energy
that we inherit from industrial culture. This embodied energy is contained within a vast
array of things, infrastructure, cultural processes and ideas, mostly inappropriately
configured for the ‘solar’ economy. It is the task of our age to take this great wealth,
reconfigure it, and apply it to the development of sustainable systems.”
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4. The brief descriptions of "community heroes"—and the information in the paragraph
above these descriptions—are from an article titled “Blazing An Olympian Trail” by Paul
Duggan in The District Weekly section of the Washington Post, on June 13, 1996. (The
brief descriptions of “community heroes” are in a graphic titled “Olympic Torchbearers”, see p. 2.) [This
article can be accessed through most public library websites, using the “Washington
Post” Archives provided in the “Research Tools” section, and searching for “Paul
Duggan” on “June 13, 1996”. Note: A valid library card would be needed to access such
“Research Tools”. (Confirmed October 14, 2007)]

5. A partial quote from Michelle Maiese (see knowledge based essay "Moral or Value
Conflicts", paragraph 3) Beyond Intractability. Eds. Guy Burgess and Heidi Burgess.
Conflict Research Consortium, University of Colorado, Boulder. Posted: July 2003
<http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/intolerable_moral_differences/>.

6. By this writer, with ideas (and one partial quote) from Michelle Maiese (see
knowledge based essay "Moral or Value Conflicts", paragraph 3) Beyond Intractability.
Eds. Guy Burgess and Heidi Burgess. Conflict Research Consortium, University of
Colorado, Boulder. Posted: July 2003
<http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/intolerable_moral_differences/>.

7. Sri Sathya Sai Baba from Sathya Sai Speaks Vol. 15, Chpt. 33, p. 178 Sri Sathya Sai
Books and Publications Trust Prasanthi Nilayam India (Note: Vol. 8 contains discourses
delivered by Sri Sathya Sai Baba during the years 1981-1982)

8. Michelle LeBaron in "Cultural and Worldview Frames." (paragraph 2) Beyond
Intractability. Eds. Guy Burgess and Heidi Burgess. Conflict Research Consortium,
University of Colorado, Boulder. Posted: August 2003
<http://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/cultural_frames/>.

9. From the “Hirsch Report” [“The Peaking of World Oil Production: Impacts,
Mitigation and Risk Management”—Project Leader: Robert L. Hirsch (SAIC)
Commissioned by the Department of Energy, and dated February, 2005] [Accessible at the
website of Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD)(USA) at www.bartlett.house.gov/EnergyUpdates/ ]

(in “Summary and Concluding Remarks”)

“Over the past century the development of the U.S. economy and lifestyle has been
fundamentally shaped by the availability of abundant, low-cost oil. Oil scarcity and
several-fold oil price increases due to world oil production peaking could have dramatic
impacts.” (see Point #2: “Oil Peaking Could Cost the U.S. Economy Dearly”, p. 64)

“The world has never faced a problem like this. Without massive mitigation more than a
decade before the fact, the problem will be pervasive and will not be temporary.” (see
Point #3: “Oil Peaking Presents a Unique Challenge”, p. 64)
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[Additional Note: Less and less availability of cheap oil will directly impact much more of the
infrastructure of modern industrial society than most of us can easily imagine. [For some examples, see
“The Oil Crash and You” by Bruce Thomson at www.oilcrash.com/roe.htm (Note: Bruce Thomson is a
technical writer in New Zealand, and moderator of the RunningonEmpty2 Internet Discussion Forum,
which assisted in creating the document.)]

10. There is an element of faith and philosophy in this willingness (if necessary) to “slow
or discontinue” development of The IPCR Initiative (if necessary), which is a reflection
of this writers interpretation of the teachings of Sri Sathya Sai Baba—and this writers’
interpretation of the following concept: “There is an estrangement present between
elements that naturally belong together. Do not try to reunify the situation with force.
Allow things to return to a state of accord naturally, as they will.”] [Quote from Hexagram
#38 (“Contradiction”) in The I Ching Workbook (An Interpretation with Commentary) by R.L. Wing
Main Street Books (Spi Edition) 1978

11. Two particular quotations in Appendix 2—A) 3) and E) 7)—may be especially helpful in
appreciating this concept of a “current”. In addition, readers may also find it helpful to review
the contents of footnote #3 and footnote #21. From his own personal experience, this writer
offers the following: just as a glint of reflected sunlight comes from a fish which suddenly moves
in the stream, so any movement in the direction of truth, virtue, love, and peace has the potential
to provide a “glimpse” of this “current”-- or a way of “feeling” the good results of this “current”.
Eventually (however), no matter what anyone may say on the subject, a full appreciation of this
concept of “current” can only be arrived at by learning first hand—from direct experience—what
spiritual wisdom is, and how to live in accordance with such wisdom in the everyday
circumstances of one’s daily life. [Note: The IPCR Initiative is most interested in helping to
develop well-organized, peaceful, constructive, and ongoing community building processes,
which result in the accumulation of more and more opportunities for people to practice spiritual
wisdom in the everyday circumstances of community life.]

12. Sri Sathya Sai Baba from Sathya Sai Speaks Vol. 8, Chpt. 22, p. 115 Sri Sathya Sai
Books and Publications Trust Prasanthi Nilayam India (Note: Vol. 8 contains discourses
delivered by Sri Sathya Sai Baba during 1968)

13. There are opportunities in every minute of every day for people to “catch a glimpse”
of this “current” in the process of actively affirming the treasured wisdom from the
teachings of religious, spiritual, and moral traditions. Consider the following “awareness
exercise”:

During the course of any given day—and in ways we may not even be aware of—acts of kindness
and courtesy by practitioners of the Hindu faith inspire Muslims to become better Muslims; acts
of kindness and courtesy by practitioners of the Islamic faith inspire Christians to become better
Christians; acts of kindness and courtesy by practitioners of the Christian faith inspire Buddhists
to become better Buddhists; and so on.

And consider further: that during the course of our lives, we all require the benefit of
experiences, goods, and services from countless numbers of other people.
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To be more specific, this writer now asks you (kind reader) to consider tracing the materials and
“human energy input” associated with the water you use (and drink); the food you eat; the
building structure which you call home; the clothes you wear; the mode of transportation you use;
the fuel for that mode of transportation—and the centuries of cultural experiences which make up
the knowledge and wisdom now accessible via the Internet….

Even if we use only the implications of this very limited exercise, by the end of any given day
countless numbers of people in this world will have had the opportunity—whether they were
aware of it or not—to be a positive influence in the lives of countless numbers of other people
who are practitioners of a faith tradition different than themselves… (end of “awareness” exercise)

[The question therefore becomes: what messages do we give to others by what we do in the
world, and the way we do it?]

14. Sondra Higgins Mattheia in “Faith Mentor: Mediating God’s Grace Through
Interpersonal Relationships” Dissertation: Thesis (Ph.D) School of Theology at
Claremont (CA) 1989 p. 61

15. The following excerpt from the introduction to that document—“The IPCR Spring
2007 “Building Caring Communities” Questionnaire—may help readers understand how
such questionnaires can be useful to community building efforts. [Note: For the definition of
“Caring communities” used by The IPCR Initiative, see p. 20.]

“Organizations and communities of people often use questionnaires and surveys to
identify problems and resources, and to build consensus for collective action. Here are
five ways questions like those included in this section can help build caring communities:

a) A local community or regional information services provider could publish the questions,
receive and organize the responses, and then publish a compilation of the responses
b) Residents of a local community could discuss the compilation of responses in small group
settings
c) If there was a “Community Journal” at a central location in the community, attributed (or
anonymous) responses to the questionnaire could be accumulated in the “journal”, providing a
constructive framework for public discourse
d) Annual questionnaires can become part of a traditional community event which includes
evaluating, summarizing, and celebrating successful initiatives in the areas of peacebuilding,
community revitalization, and ecological sustainability—and contributions to a “community
yearbook”
e) The use of questionnaires for the specific purpose of helping to build caring communities will
surely bring forth comments and suggestions on how to improve such questionnaires, and will
thus assist in building a resource base of “most helpful questions” for future use….”

16. This writer

17. This writer

18. This writer
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19. Sri Sathya Sai Baba from Sathya Sai Speaks Vol. 8, Chpt. 21, p. 108 Sri Sathya Sai
Books and Publications Trust Prasanthi Nilayam India (Note: Vol. 8 contains discourses
delivered by Sri Sathya Sai Baba during 1968)

20. The above statistics are from “Revision 2000: Take Charge Again”, a brochure this
writer received from Chattanooga Venture. These statistics are also accessible in a
detailed overview of Chattanooga community revitalization efforts titled “Chattanooga:
The Sustainable City”, at the website for the James MacGregor Burns Academy of
Leadership at
www.academy.umd.edu/publications/Boundary/CaseStudies/bcschattanooga.htm
(Accessed June 10, 2007)

21. Much of the inspiration for this writers’ approach to developing the concept
“Spiritually Responsible Investing” originated from his reading of the book “Why the
Village Movement?”, by J.C. Kumarappa (the edition this writer has includes the 1939 edition
foreward by Mahatma Gandhi, and was printed on handmade paper in Rajchat, Kashi in 1960).

Here are a few key passages from that book:

“… every article in the bazaar has moral and spiritual values attached to it… hence it behooves us
to enquire into the antecedents of every article we buy…. (Yet this) is an arduous task, and it
becomes almost impossible for ordinary persons to undertake it when the article comes from far
off countries. Therefore, it is that we have to restrict our purchase to articles made within our
cognizance. This is the moral basis of Swadeshi.” (p. 72-73)

“If we feel it is beyond us to guarantee the concomitant results of all our transactions, it
necessarily follows that we must limit our transactions to a circle well within our control. This is
the bed rock of swadeshi… The smaller the circumference, the more accurately can we guage the
results of our actions, and (the) more conscientiously shall we be able to fulfill our obligations as
trustees.” (p.79)

“We do not live unto ourselves, and the more we realize the repercussions of our actions on our
neighbors and strive to act according to the highest we are capable of, the more shall we advance
in our spiritual development.” (p.73)

“The function of work should be to practice our ideal of life.” (p. 183)

Here also is some biographical information about J.C. Kumarappa:

“In 1935, the India National Congress formed the All India Village Industries
Association (AIVIA) for the development of (the) rural economy (in India), with
Gandhiji as President and Kumarappa as Secretary and Organiser. Between 1935-1939,
Kumarappa established the AIVIA headquarters at Maganwadi, developed various
experiments of rural technologies, and helped others to reorganize village industries all
over the country. (At Maganwadi), he edited a monthly journal, “Gram Udyog Patrika,”
and wrote a book, ‘Why the Village Movement?’ for AIVIA.” [Note excerpted from “Brief
Life Sketch of J.C. Kumarappa (1892-1960) at the website of the Kumarappa Institute of Gram Swaraj
(KIGS) www.kigs.org]
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22. The full title of the document referred to is “A Project Proposal for ‘Towards Higher
Common Ground’: A Survey of Most Difficult Challenges and Most Valuable
Resources” (and it is accessible at the website of The IPCR Initiative). As mentioned in
the “Introduction” to this essay, the proposal itself provides

a) an overview of evidence which contributed to this writers sense that there is a need for
a survey like this

b) many examples of what responses to such a survey might look like, as an indication of
how useful such a survey could be.

The actual survey (as proposed) would consist of the following four questions:

a) What are the most difficult challenges of our times?
b) Do we have the resources necessary to overcome the challenges of our times?
c) If your answer to Question #2 is yes, please describe the resources you believe

will contribute the most to helping us—collectively—overcome these
difficult challenges.

d) If your answer to Question #2 is no, please offer any and all sincere,
constructive, relevant, and practical suggestions for what we—
collectively—can do to inspire, encourage, and/or create the resources
you believe would be necessary to overcome these difficult challenges.

23. The Eight IPCR Concepts are:

“Community Good News Networks,” “Community Faith Mentoring Networks,” “Spiritual
Friendships,” “Questionnaires That Help Build Caring Communities,” “Community Visioning
Initiatives for Peace,” “Spiritually Responsible Investing,” “Ecological Sustainability,” and
“IPCR Journal/Newsletters”

In general, IPCR Concept Introduction Workshops could include discussion of the IPCR
assessment of the ten “most difficult challenges of our times”, The IPCR Mission
Statement, what contributions The Eight IPCR Concepts could make to overcoming the
challenges of our times, and how to begin applying the concepts in everyday community
life.

Specifically, IPCR workshop discussion could “branch out” using content from any of
the sections in “The IPCR Workshop Primer” (see the “Core Documents” section of the
IPCR website, at www.ipcri.net). Here are some examples of content in that document
which can be used as starting points for IPCR workshop discussion:

a) the 7 points describing what the IPCR Initiative hopes to contribute in the “Capability
Statement” (Section 3) (see p. 20 of this document)

b) the 105 Related Fields of Activity (Section 6) (see p. 3 of this document)

c) the 4 parts of “The IPCR Vision Statement” (Section 7)

d) the 23 Different Ways of Describing The IPCR Initiative (Section 8)
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e) the 60 sample questions in the “Building Caring Communities” Questionnaire
(Section 11)

f) the 78 Inspiring Role Models (Section 13)

g) the 75 Service-Oriented Initiatives (Section 14)

In addition to focusing on material provided by this “Workshop Primer”, IPCR workshop
discussion can also be supplemented by other material on the IPCR website (at
www.ipcri.net), by comments contributed to the IPCR Community Journal (at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ipcri/), by material on the Internet associated with the 105
related fields of activity listed in Section 6, and by other related material accessible
through the Internet, or by personal experience. There is much that can be done to
generate goodwill and promote peace that has not yet been done. There is much potential
which can be explored in the context of IPCR Workshop discussion.

24. Sri Sathya Sai Baba from Sathya Sai Speaks Vol. 7, Chpt. 38, p. 195 Sri Sathya Sai
Books and Publications Trust Prasanthi Nilayam India (Note: Vol. 7 contains discourses
delivered by Sri Sathya Sai Baba during 1967)

25. The formal version of The IPCR Copyright Policy is as follows: “In light of the
urgent need to build bridges and increase collaboration between diverse communities of
people, all of the documents, information, resources, etc. created by The IPCR Initiative
are viewed as resources which ought to be made as accessible as possible to people who
can make good use of them. Therefore, all such documents and information (including
this document) may be reproduced without permission, and distributed in any way the
user believes will be consistent with the goals listed in The IPCR Mission Statement.
[Please note: Quotes, statistics, and other copyrighted material used in IPCR documents
have been appropriately attributed to their copyrighted sources. Readers may thus be
assured that The IPCR Initiative encourages and supports the proper referencing of
copyrighted material to their copyrighted sources.]”

26. Here is one example of evidence which leads to the conclusion stated in “Challenge
#2”:

“The global drugs trade and the global arms trade are integral to violence in both
developing and industrialized countries. Even modest progress on either front will
contribute to reducing the amount and degree of violence suffered by millions of people.
To date, however—and despite their high profile in the world arena—no solutions seem
to be in sight for these problems.”

From the “World Report on Violence and Health” (World Health Organization
Geneva 2002) in Chapter 9 “The Way Forward: Recommendations for Action” p. 254
(at http://whqlibdoc.who.int/hq/2002/9241545615.pdf) (Accessed June 16, 2007)

27. Daniel Lerch from Post Carbon Cities: Planning for Energy and Climate
Uncertainty (A Guidebook on Peak Oil and Global Warming for Local Governments)
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(Free Abridged Version) http://postcarboncities.net/guidebook (see “Executive
Summary” paragraph 4) Post Carbon Institute 2007 (Accessed August 24, 2007).

Here also are two references which provide additional details about the urgency
associated with “dramatically reducing global carbon emissions”:

From “Zero Carbon Britain”, a document from the Centre for Alternative Technology
(UK) From section “Executive Summary” (paragraphs 1 and 2) (p. 12) at
http://www.zerocarbonbritain.com/images/zerocarbonbritain.pdf (Accessed August 18, 2007)

“This report is the Centre for Alternative Technology’s considered response to the current
understanding of the global climate.

“Two things have changed in recent years.

• The international scientific consensus on the causes and gravity of climate change has
moved from ‘perhaps’ to ‘certainly’.
• A number of significant positive feedbacks have been identified in the climate system.
Their effect is such that humanity’s greenhouse gas emissions will act merely as a trigger
for much greater and more rapid climatic changes.”

From the website of “Transition Culture” at www.transitionculture.org (from Rob
Hopkins notes from a talk by the director of the “Zero Carbon Britain” project, Paul
Allen) (see http://transitionculture.org/2007/08/10/cats-zero-carbon-britain-report)
(paragraph 4) (Accessed August 18, 2007)

“Paul Allen: The Government argues for 60% cuts by 2050, this will not do the job that
climate scientists tell us we need to do. Our emissions are a detonator, a trigger, creating
larger and larger feedback loops, for example, sea absorbs heat better than ice, and
warming seas release methane hydrates, which have a far higher impact on climate. To
avoid runaway feedbacks, we need zero carbon in 20 years. Alongside the climate
challenge is peak oil. We’ve got through half of the world’s total reserves in 150 years.
Another pressing issue is global equity. It is morally unacceptable that the rich get richer
while the poor get poorer.”

28. From the “Hirsch Report” [“The Peaking of World Oil Production: Impacts,
Mitigation and Risk Management”]—Project Leader: Robert L. Hirsch (SAIC)
Commisioned by the Department of Energy, and dated February, 2005] [Accessible at the
website of Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD)(USA) at www.bartlett.house.gov/EnergyUpdates/
(Accessed August 24, 2007)] Note: The first sentence quoted is from the section “Executive
Summary” (see paragraph 1 on p. 4) The second sentence quoted is from the section
“Summary and Concluding Remarks” (see Point #3: “Oil Peaking Presents a Unique
Challenge”; on p. 64).

Consider also the following quote from Richard Heinberg:

“The human community’s central task for the coming decades must be the undoing of its
dependence on oil, coal, and natural gas in order to deal with the twin crises of resource
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depletion and climate chaos. It is surely fair to say that fossil fuel dependency constitutes
a systemic problem of a kind and scale that no society has ever had to address before. If
we are to deal with this challenge successfully, we must engage in systemic thinking that
leads to sustained, bold action.”

From Richard Heinberg’s Museletter #184 titled “A View from Oil’s Peak” (at
http://www.richardheinberg.com/museletter/184 ) (from closing paragraph) (Accessed
September 6, 2007) (from Richard Heinberg’s website at http://www.richardheinberg.com/
[Note: Richard Heinberg is widely acknowledged as one of the world's foremost Peak
Oil educators. He is a journalist, educator, editor, lecturer, and a Core Faculty member of
New College of California, where collaborative efforts between faculty, students, and a
variety of other “stakeholders” are creating models for “Powerdown” efforts at the
regional and community level. Some of the books he has written: The Party's Over: Oil,
War, and the Fate of Industrial Societies; Powerdown; The Oil Depletion Protocol: A
Plan to Avert Wars, Terrorism, and Economic Collapse; and Peak Everything: Waking
Up to a Century of Declines”]

[Additional Note: Less and less availability of cheap oil will directly impact much more of the
infrastructure of modern industrial society than most of us can easily imagine. (For some
examples, see “The Oil Crash and You” by Bruce Thomson at www.oilcrash.com/roe.htm Note:
Bruce Thomson is a technical writer in New Zealand, and moderator of the RunningonEmpty2
Internet Discussion Forum, which assisted in creating the document.)]

29. From pre-conference information for “Teach In: Confronting the Global Triple
Crises—Climate Change, Peak Oil (The End of Cheap Energy), and Global Resource
Depletion and Extinction” (September 14-17, 2007 at The George Washington
University Lisner Auditorium in Washington D.C.) Sponsored by The International
Forum on Globalization (www.ifg.org) and The Institute on Policy Studies (with other
co-sponsers) From Teach-In Flyer and Draft Program at
http://www.ifg.org/events/Triple_Crisis_Speakers.pdf (see p. 2)

30. Consider the following statistics and observations:

“In 1800, only 3% of the world’s population lived in urban areas.”
“In 1900, almost 14% of the world’s population lived in urban areas.”
“In 1950, 30% of the world’s population lived in urban areas. 83 cities had 1 million or

more inhabitants.”
“In 2000, about 47% of the world’s population lived in urban areas. 411 cities had

1 million or more inhabitants.”

(from website of Population Reference Bureau-- see
http://www.prb.org/Educators/TeachersGuides/HumanPopulation/Urbanization.aspx)
(see paragraphs one and two) (Accessed June 9, 2007)
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From “Revisiting Carrying Capacity: Area Based Indicators of Sustainability”, by
William E. Rees, 1996, (at www.dieoff.org/page110.htm) (Accessed June 9, 2007) (Especially
in light of the activity necessary to overcome the challenges of global warming and “peak
oil”….)

“Cities necessarily appropriate the ecological output and life support functions of distant
regions all over the world through commercial trade and the natural biogeochemical
cycles of energy and material. Indeed, the annual flows of natural income required by
any defined population can be called its ‘appropriated carrying capacity.’ Since for every
material flow there must be a corresponding land/ecosystem source or sink, the total area
of land/water required to sustain these flows on a continuous basis is the true ‘ecological
footprint’ of the referent population on the Earth.” [see section “Appropriating Carrying
Capacity and Ecological Footprints” (paragraph 5)]

“… as a result of high population densities, the enormous increase in per capita energy
and material consumption made possible by (and required by) technology, and
universally increasing dependencies on trade, the ecological locations of human
settlements no longer coincide with their geographic locations. Twentieth century cities
and industrial regions are dependent for survival and growth on a vast and increasingly
global hinterland of ecologically productive landscapes.” [see section “Appropriating Carrying
Capacity and Ecological Footprints” (paragraph 4)]

and the following statistics--

From Press Release (August 13, 2002) “Londoners Running Up Massive Debt on
Earth’s Resources” at www.citylimitslondon.com/city_limits_press_release.htm
(Accessed June 10, 2007)

“Forty one per cent of the Ecological Footprint (2.80 gha) is accounted for by the food
Londoners eat…. In total, London consumes 6.9 million tones of food (per year), more
than three quarters of which is imported. London throws away 560,000 tonnes of food
(per year) as waste.”
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Brief Descriptions of The Eight IPCR Concepts

Special Note: Workshop Discussion associated with each concept can draw on the material provided by
the IPCR website (at www.ipcri.net), and from a variety of other material and resources. Here three related
fields of activity [from “A List of (105) Related Fields of Activity” (see Section 5)] and one sample
question each [from The IPCR Spring 2007 “Building Caring Communities” Questionnaire (see Section
10)] are included with each IPCR concept, as examples.

“Community Good News Networks”—is a name for participation by local community
residents in an ongoing process of actively discovering, sharing, encouraging, and
creating good news, for the purpose of “… bringing to the fore what is often hidden: how
many good people there are, how may ways there are to do good, and how much
happiness comes to those who extend help as well as to those who receive it.” One way
to begin creating “Community Good News Networks” is as follows: ongoing
intergenerational programs—programs that bring together elders of the community with
young people (ages 5-18) of the community—are created at appropriate meeting places
such as local places of worship. Such intergenerational programs would include the
following activities: 1) collecting and sharing good news articles, stories, etc., and
making contributions to “Good News Reference Resources,” specific to local
communities and regions 2) sending notecards of gratitude and encouragement—and
invitations to visit—to people who are making good news in the local community or
region 3) inspirational sharing meetings featuring “good news makers” from the local
community or region. As more and more good news is discovered, shared, and created,
participants can give special attention to identifying the “good news makers” who are
associated with a religious or spiritual worldview, and who live near their specific
meeting place. A local “Community Faith Mentoring Network” could then be
established to facilitate matching people of all ages with “faith mentors” in their local
community.

Even now, as you are reading this, truly inspiring contributions of genuine goodwill
are being generated in a variety of ways—and in a variety of circumstances—

by countless numbers of people in communities around the world.

Related Fields of Activity—intergenerational projects, positive news, solutions journalism

Example Question for Discussion:

22. When future generations look back into the past for examples of peacebuilding,
community revitalization, and ecological sustainability, what do you hope they will find?

a) What individuals, organizations, or institutions will such future generations rely upon
to provide records of peacebuilding, community revitalization, and ecological
sustainability efforts of the past—especially peacebuilding, community revitalization, and
ecological sustainability efforts at the local community and regional level?
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“Community Faith Mentoring Networks”-- A “Faith Mentor” can be defined as “a
person, who by word, action, and presence, models a meaningful lifestyle, clarifies
important life issues, and provides guidance for deepening spirituality in a caring and
accepting environment.”1 Do most of us believe that we already have a “faith mentor” in
our lives, and are progressing, consciously and deliberately, towards the full realization
of our spiritual potential? Those of us who have had a “faith mentor” in our lives, or
have one now, know how much of a difference such a person has made in our lives…
surely, we can then sympathize with others who would like to have such a person in their
lives, but do not. While the development of a faith mentoring relationship often takes
place within a particular faith community, “Community Faith Mentoring Networks”
would be a partnership among many different places of worship and faith traditions, for
the purpose of 1) increasing our collective capacity to encourage and inspire individual
spiritual formation—with all the beneficial consequences that follow for individuals,
communities, regions, etc. and 2) building trust among people from different faith
communities and cultural traditions. Applied at the local community and regional level,
“Community Good News Networks” and “Community Faith Mentoring Networks” can
create ongoing opportunities for people of one particular faith community or cultural
tradition to experience the highest ideals of all local community specific and regional
specific faith communities and cultural traditions, as representatives of such ideals are
better appreciated, more easily recognized—and more numerous— in the everyday
circumstances of community life.

We reap what we sow.

Related Fields of Activity—individual spiritual formation, inspiring role models, right
livelihood

Example Question for Discussion:

34. Please complete the following sentence (in as many ways as you believe might be
helpful to people who might read what you have written).

“If only there was a way to _________________.”

“Spiritual Friendships”-- Currently, the “deepening of spirituality in a caring,
accepting environment,” mentioned in connection with the “faith mentor” definition, is
most often achieved within the context of specific faith communities, and faith-oriented
family environments. This “deepening of spirituality in a caring, accepting environment”
can be deliberately accelerated by the cultivation of “Spiritual Friendships.” One way of
developing “Spiritual Friendships” is as follows… Within a particular faith
community—or among people from different religious, spiritual, or moral traditions—
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few examples here will bring forth many more examples, and thus assist in building a
resource base for future questionnaires that help build caring communities. Some
example questions: 1) How many people do you know as more than acquaintances (i.e.
as people with whom you have a personal relationship with “defined guidelines,
reasonable expectations, reciprocal considerations, and clear plans for the future”) within
walking distance of your current home? 2) Please name 5 people—who you know
personally, and/or who you have been influenced by—who have inspired in you the
qualities of sympathy for the suffering of others, and willingness to express compassion
in ways which might alleviate some of such suffering. a) What does your local
community do—specifically, as a community—to nurture, encourage, support, and
inspire-- to cultivate-- such persons, and thus to attract other such people to move into
your local community? 3) In the best of times, even the most profound challenges can
be overcome; for in the best of times, ____________________ is/are nurtured,
supported, and sustained by family, teachers, mentors, elders, and the everyday
influences of community life and cultural traditions. Please “brainstorm” on the subject
of what would best fill in the blank in the above statement. 4) What are the most
difficult challenges of our times? Do we have the resources necessary to overcome the
challenges of our times? 5) “Overcoming the challenges of our times will require fully
utilizing all the knowledge, tools, and resources accessible to us for the highest good
possible in every area of capacity building (physical, ecological, medical, spiritual,
educational, social, economic, technical, political, etc).” Please check the box (or boxes)
which best corresponds to the way you view the above statement (agree, agree in some
ways, have different view—or different way of understanding our present circumstances,
disagree is some ways, disagree… also— if you checked the box “have different view…”
please state your different view….) 6) Consider the following excerpt from the “World
Report of Violence and Health: Summary (Recommendations for Action)” (by WHO):
“The global drugs trade and the global arms trade are integral to violence in both
developing and industrialized countries. Even modest progress on either front will
contribute to reducing the amount and degree of violence suffered by millions of people.
To date, however—and despite their high profile in the world arena—no solutions seem
to be in sight for these problems.”2 Do you believe “no solutions seem to be in sight for
these problems?” Why or why not? 7) How would your statement read? “The person
who will help me the most is the person who _____________________.”

Ongoing community and individual self-examination increases a community’s
collective capacity to encourage and inspire individual spiritual formation.

Related Fields of Activity—identifying problems and solutions, community self-
awareness, building consensus

Example Question for Discussion:

15. For the question below, please check the box which best corresponds to the way you
view of the following statements:
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9. Please consider this brief description of community visioning initiatives in general,
and of Chattanooga “Vision 2000” [Chattanooga, Tennessee (USA)] in particular.

Community visioning initiatives have, in the past, been used most often for the purpose of
maximizing citizen participation in the planning and development phases of community
revitalization efforts. Community visioning initiatives can be described as a series of community
meetings designed to facilitate the process of brainstorming ideas, organizing the ideas into goals,
prioritizing the goals, and identifying doable steps. In 1984, the non-profit organization
Chattanooga Venture [Chattanooga, Tennessee (USA)] organized a visioning initiative that
attracted more than 1,700 participants, and produced 40 community goals—which resulted in the
implementation of 223 projects and programs, the creation of 1,300 permanent jobs, and a total
financial investment of 793 million dollars.3

Now consider the following statement:

“The mission of a community visioning initiative (in the area where I am a resident)
should be to encourage 100% citizen involvement/participation in identifying, creating,
and gathering together all ideas for collective effort that

a) ________________________
b) ________________________
c) ________________________

and then, further, to organize these ideas into goals, identify doable steps associated with
such goals… and then facilitate the development of a coalition of citizens with the
necessary faith, resources, patience, and perseverance to work through the steps and
realize the goals.”

Please fill in the blanks in the above statement.

“Spiritually Responsible Investing”-- The way we “invest” our time, energy, and
money has a direct impact on the “ways of earning a living” that are available. As J.C.
Kumarappa expresses it in his book “Why the Village Movement?”: “A buyer hardly
realizes he owes any duties at all in his everyday transactions.” (And yet), “… every
article in the bazaar has moral and spiritual values attached to it…. Hence it behooves us
to enquire into the antecedents of every article we buy….”4 But, as we ourselves well
know—and as is illustrated by “A Look At Statistics” in Chapter 2—the task of inquiring
into the spiritual history of every article we buy (and, similarly, the task of inquiring into
the consequences of our “investments” of time and energy) is becoming increasingly
complex… and is, for most of us, simply beyond our capacity to accomplish. This level
of complexity in our everyday circumstances should not discourage us to the point of
abdicating our roles as responsible stewards of our time, energy, and money—for that
would only increase the distrust and violence we are, hopefully, trying to minimize.
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Instead, we can make it a priority to careful channel our “investments” of time, energy,
and money into either activities which are in accordance with our spiritual convictions (as
indicated by a full disclosure of information, which is readily available)—or circles of
activity which are closer to the community we live in [“The smaller the circumference,
the more accurately can we gauge the results or our actions and (the) more
conscientiously shall we be able to fulfil our obligations as trustees.”5] An IPCR
Journal/Newsletter can contribute to the careful channeling of our “investments” of time,
energy, and money by serving as a “clearinghouse” for “’things people can do in the
everyday circumstances of their lives’ which will contribute to peacebuilding, community
revitalization, and ecological sustainability efforts, in their own communities and
regions—and in other parts of the world.” “… (The) more we realize the repercussions
of our actions on our neighbours and strive to act according to the highest we are capable
of, the more shall we advance in our spiritual development.”6

Everyone is involved when it comes to determining the markets
that supply the “ways of earning a living.”

Related Fields of Activity—village industries, alternative gifts, emergency humanitarian aid

Example Question for Discussion:

7. Consider keeping a record of all of your “investments” of time, energy, and money for
one month. And then, after one month, make a list of what goals receive the most
significant “investments” of time, energy, and money—and rank each most significant,
next most significant, etc., using 1 as most significant, 2 as next most significant, and so
on.

“Ecological Sustainability”-- Consider: the increasing world population, and the
increasing number of people who are consuming material goods and ecological services
indiscriminately. Evidence is accumulating which suggests that “(the) planet’s ecological
systems are on the verge of catastrophic change for which few societies are prepared.”7

A September, 2007 conference program is focusing on the “Triple Crisis,” a
“convergence of three advancing conditions7:

1) Planet-wide climate chaos and global warming; (“Most credible observers now recognize that
our global climate faces radical change in the coming decades if we do not take immediate and
far-reaching action.8”)

2) The end of the era of cheap energy (“peak oil”) (“The human community’s central task for the
coming decades must be the undoing of its dependence on oil, coal, and natural gas in order to
deal with the twin crises of resource depletion and climate chaos.9”)

3) The depletion of many of the world’s key resources: water, timber, fish, fertile soil, coral
reefs; and the expected extinction of 50% of the world’s species.
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“All are rooted in the same systemic problem—massive overuse of fossil fuels and the
Earth’s resources; all driven by an economic ideology of hyper growth and consumption
that’s beyond the limits of the planet to sustain.”7 Everyone is involved when it comes to
determining the markets that supply the “ways of earning a living.” Ecovillages,
permaculture, spiritually responsible investing (becoming more responsible “stewards” of
our time, energy, and money) energy descent pathways, relocalization, and powerdown
projects are among the many practical and appropriate responses to the challenges of our
times. “The transition from an unsustainable fossil-fuel based economy back to a solar
based economy (agriculture and forestry) will (require making best use of) the embodied
energy we inherit from industrial culture. This embodied energy is contained within a
vast array of things, infrastructure, cultural processes, and ideas…. It is the task of our
age to take this great wealth, reconfigure it, and apply it to the development of
sustainable systems.”10

Many hands make much work light.

Related Fields of Activity—world population awareness, permaculture, energy descent
pathways

Example Question for Discussion:

6. Consider what ways of earning a living you would identify as “right livelihood.”

Now imagine a local community resource guide relating to employment, apprenticeships,
training, and volunteer opportunities association with “right livelihood.”

And further: imagine a committee commissioned to produce such a “right livelihood”
resource guide…. And the individuals who make up the committee commissioned to
produce such a resource guide….

a) What background (qualifications, experiences, etc.) would you like such individuals to
have?

b) What local institutions would you consider most appropriate to commission such a
resource guide, and oversee its production?

“IPCR Journal/Newsletters”-- A collective effort by even a small community, to apply
the seven previously mentioned IPCR concepts, would easily identify, develop, and
create enough-- “good news makers;” descriptions of inspirational sharing meetings
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featuring “good news makers;” examples of questionnaires that help build caring
communities; results at various stages of community visioning initiatives; examples of
carefully channeling our “investments” of time, energy, and money; examples of how we
determine the markets that supply the “ways of earning a living”; statistics associated
with ecological footprint analysis; successful practices associated with building
ecovillages; practical ways of applying the principles of permaculture; examples and
descriptions associated with: energy descent pathways, relocalization efforts and
powerdown projects; village support centers; village industries, cottage industries, and
home industries; community supported agriculture and community supported
manufacturing; community land trusts and co-housing projects; community revolving
loans; ecological tipping points; fair trade practices; extended producer responsibility;
barter networks and local currencies; energy farms; achieving zero waste; building civic
skills and building community; inspiring role models; service-oriented initiatives; right
livelihood employment listings; accountability indicators and statistics; model project
case studies; apprenticeship programs; workshop and conference information; volunteer
work; commentary; essays; letters to the editor; “community journal entries”; resource
reviews; and, in general, “things people can do in the everyday circumstances of their
lives….” -- and links to useful information and organizations-- to justify a monthly
publication of an IPCR Journal/Newsletter… and, by its very nature, such a publication
would be an ongoing contribution to the goals of 1) “… bringing to the fore what is
often hidden: how many good people there are, how many ways there are to do good,
and how much happiness comes to those who extend help as well as to those who receive
it” 2) increasing our collective capacity to encourage and inspire individuals spiritual
formation—with all the beneficial consequences that follow for individuals,
communities, regions, etc. 3) building trust among people from different faith
communities and cultural traditions 4) increasing our capacity to be responsible
“stewards” of our time, energy, and money 5) increasing our capacity to access what is
necessary for basic human needs and quality of life through principles and practices of
ecological sustainability and permaculture, especially in light of the implications of
global warming, ecological footprint analysis, and the “peaking” of oil production 6)
increasing our awareness of the countless number of ‘things people can do in the
everyday circumstances of their lives” which will contribute to peacebuilding,
community revitalization, and ecological sustainability efforts, in our own communities
and regions—and in other parts of the world 7) reducing the incidence of violence—and
all the costs associated with war 8) increasing emergency assistance to people with
basic human needs and 9) reflecting an understanding of the value of silence. Wouldn’t
you like the opportunity to discuss the contents of such a publication with your family,
friends, neighbors, etc.?

Each person must do his or her part, and trust that the others involved will do their part.

Related Fields of Activity—clearinghouse (of “things people can do….”), community
journal “entries”, right livelihood employment listings
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4. J.C. Kumarappa in Why the Village Movement? Akhil Bharat Sarva Seva Sangh Rajchat,
Kashi 1960 p. 78

5. J.C. Kumarappa in Why the Village Movement? Akhil Bharat Sarva Seva Sangh Rajchat,
Kashi 1960 p. 79

6. J.C. Kumarappa in Why the Village Movement? Akhil Bharat Sarva Seva Sangh Rajchat,
Kashi 1960 p. 73

7. There are three specific sections of the text for the “Ecological Sustainability” concept which
are from pre-conference (September, 2007) information for a “Teach In: Confronting the Global
Triple Crises—Climate Change, Peak Oil (The End of Cheap Energy), and Global Resource
Depletion and Extinction” (September 14-17, 2007 at The George Washington University Lisner
Auditorium in Washington D.C.) Sponsored by The International Forum on Globalization
(www.ifg.org) and The Institute on Policy Studies [From Teach-In Flyer and Draft Program at
http://www.ifg.org/events/Triple_Crisis_Speakers.pdf (see p. 2)]

8. This particular wording is direct usage of wording from Daniel Lerch from Post Carbon
Cities: Planning for Energy and Climate Uncertainty (A Guidebook on Peak Oil and Global
Warming for Local Governments) (Free Abridged Version) http://postcarboncities.net/guidebook
(see “Executive Summary” paragraph 4) Post Carbon Institute 2007 (Accessed August 24, 2007).
It is used here in the way that the following definition of sustainability (“Sustainability requires
living within the regenerative and absorptive capacity of the planet.”) is used—as, hopefully,
wording that will become more and more common as a public domain concept.

9. From the “Hirsch Report” [“The Peaking of World Oil Production: Impacts, Mitigation and
Risk Management”]—Project Leader: Robert L. Hirsch (SAIC) Commisioned by the
Department of Energy, and dated February, 2005] [Accessible at the website of Roscoe Bartlett
(R-MD)(USA) at www.bartlett.house.gov/EnergyUpdates/ (Accessed August 24, 2007)] Note:
The first sentence quoted are from the section “Executive Summary” (see paragraph 1 on p. 4)
The second sentence quoted are from the section “Summary and Concluding Remarks” (see Point
#3: “Oil Peaking Presents a Unique Challenge”; on p. 64).

Consider also the following quote from Richard Heinberg:

“The human community’s central task for the coming decades must be the undoing of its
dependence on oil, coal, and natural gas in order to deal with the twin crises of resource depletion
and climate chaos. It is surely fair to say that fossil fuel dependency constitutes a systemic
problem of a kind and scale that no society has ever had to address before. If we are to deal with
this challenge successfully, we must engage in systemic thinking that leads to sustained, bold
action.”

From Richard Heinberg’s Museletter #184 titled “A View from Oil’s Peak” (at
http://www.richardheinberg.com/museletter/184 ) (from closing paragraph) (Accessed September 6,
2007) (from Richard Heinberg’s website at http://www.richardheinberg.com/ [Note: Richard
Heinberg is widely acknowledged as one of the world's foremost Peak Oil educators. He is a
journalist, educator, editor, lecturer, and a Core Faculty member of New College of California,
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where collaborative efforts between faculty, students, and a variety of other “stakeholders” are
creating models for “Powerdown” efforts at the regional and community level. Some of the books
he has written: The Party's Over: Oil, War, and the Fate of Industrial Societies; Powerdown;
The Oil Depletion Protocol: A Plan to Avert Wars, Terrorism, and Economic Collapse; and Peak
Everything: Waking Up to a Century of Declines”]

[Additional Note: Less and less availability of cheap oil will directly impact much more of the
infrastructure of modern industrial society than most of us can easily imagine. (For some
examples, see “The Oil Crash and You” by Bruce Thomson at www.oilcrash.com/roe.htm Note:
Bruce Thomson is a technical writer in New Zealand, and moderator of the RunningonEmpty2
Internet Discussion Forum, which assisted in creating the document.)]

10. David Holmgren from “Permaculture and Energy” (article first written in 1990, published in
“Permaculture Activist” Issue #31 May, 1994) (see subsection titled “Mollison”)
(http://permacultureactivist.net/Holmgren/holmgren.htm) (Accessed June 10, 2007)
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Section 10

The IPCR Spring 2007
“Building Caring Communities” Questionnaire

Organizations and communities of people often use questionnaires and surveys to
identify problems and resources, and to build consensus for collective action. Here are
four ways questions like those included in this section can help build caring communities:

a) A local community or regional information services provider could publish the questions, receive and
organize the responses, and then publish a compilation of the responses
b) Residents of a local community could discuss the compilation of responses in small group settings
c) If there was a “Community Journal” at a central location in the community, attributed (or anonymous)
responses to the questionnaire could be accumulated in the “journal”, providing a constructive framework
for public discourse
d) Annual questionnaires can become part of a traditional community event which includes evaluating,
summarizing, and celebrating successful initiatives in the areas of peacebuilding, community revitalization,
and ecological sustainability—and contributions to a “community yearbook”
e) The use of questionnaires for the specific purpose of helping to build caring communities will surely
bring forth comments and suggestions on how to improve such questionnaires, and will thus assist in
building a resource base of “most helpful questions” for future use….

Special Note: The IPCR Initiative defines “caring communities” as follows:

“Caring communities” are communities with residents who are aware of the depth
and range of the challenges of our times, and therefore do their best to take actions
which will have positive repercussions on the fields of activity described by the IPCR
Mission Statement goals (see Section 5), and on other related fields of activity (see
Section 6).

How to Respond to This Questionnaire
and how to receive a compilation and summary of the results

The IPCR Initiative would greatly appreciate responses to any of the questions in this
questionnaire—especially Question #29… which states: “Please use this space for any
comments, questions, suggestions, recommendations, and/or anything else which has been
‘brought forward’ by participating in this questionnaire.” Special Note: Anyone interested in
responding to this “Building Caring Communities” Questionnaire can be assured that their
responses will remain anonymous by not including any specific references to themselves in the
responses they make. Please direct responses to Stefan Pasti, “Building Caring Communities”
Questionnaire, at stefanpasti@ipcri.net-- or, by post mail, to Stefan Pasti The IPCR Initiative
P.O. Box 163 Leesburg, VA 20178 USA. As mentioned on the front page of this issue, all the
responses received will be compiled and organized, a summary and conclusions will be
formulated, and the resulting document will be made accessible in 5 months time from June 15,
2007. To request this document—“The IPCR Spring 2007 Building Caring Communities
Questionnaire: Responses, Summary, and Conclusions”—please use the contact information
supplied above.
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The IPCR Spring 2007
“Building Caring Communities” Questionnaire

Introduction

The IPCR Initiative realizes that a questionnaire of this nature will be most useful if administered
to as many residents as possible in a specific community, town, city, or region. The offering of
this “IPCR Spring 2007” Questionnaire is, therefore, mostly for the purpose of seeking, and
sharing, information—as part of the process of moving towards that goal. So—in the specific
case of this questionnaire, the only general information that respondents will be asked to provide
about themselves is as follows.

General Information About the Respondent

Please, if you are willing, and in a way that does not identify you, so that you can remain
anonymous—

a) state your age
b) describe where you live (rural area, town, suburb, city), the region you live in (Greater
Metropolitan Washington D.C.; southwestern part of Virginia; the mountains of North Carolina;
etc.), and include the country you live in
(Example: I live in a suburban section of a small town on the outer edge of development
associated with the Greater Washington D.C. Metropolitan area, in the United States)
c) describe your occupation, your “way of earning a living”, or what you do during the course
of any given month which requires the majority of your time
d) describe what you do during the course of any given month which you feel is the most
important or most fulfilling work you do
e) share your reasons for responding to this questionnaire

Special Note to Respondents: When responding to questions, please use additional space on other sheets
of paper, whenever necessary.

1. Home Territory

Please name one—or two—communities/towns/cities/regional areas which you would
identify as your “home territory” [i.e. where you have the most significant personal
reasons for making your home, and living many years of your life… (even if you are not
currently living there)]. Please list your 5 most significant personal reasons for
identifying your “home territory”—and rank them as most significant, next most
significant, etc., using 1 as most significant, 2 as next most significant, and so on.

2. Personal Relationships Within Walking Distance of Home

How many people do you know as more than acquaintances (i.e. as people with whom
you have a personal relationship with “defined guidelines, reasonable expectations,
reciprocal considerations, and clear plans for the future”) within walking distance of your
current home?





110

The IPCR Workshop Primer

5. People, Institutions, etc. Which You Personally Place Your Faith In

During the course of any given day, each of us consciously or unconsciously places our
faith in a variety of people, institutions, organizations, businesses, beliefs, principles,
practices, commonly agreed upon codes of conduct, etc. Consider carefully the ‘things
you do in the everyday circumstances of your life’—and then list 10 people, institutions,
etc. which you personally place your faith in.

6. Arriving at Working Definitions of “Right Livelihood”

Consider what ways of earning a living you would identify as “right livelihood.”

Now imagine a local community resource guide relating to employment, apprenticeships,
training, and volunteer opportunities associated with “right livelihood.”

And further: imagine a committee commissioned to produce such a “right livelihood”
resource guide…. And the individuals who make up the committee commissioned to
produce such a resource guide….

a) What background (qualifications, experiences, etc.) would you like such individuals to
have?

b) What local institutions would you consider most appropriate to commission such a
resource guide, and oversee its production?

7. Cultivating Sympathy and Compassion

Please name 5 people—who you know personally, and/or who you have been influenced
by—who have inspired in you the qualities of sympathy for the suffering of others, and
willingness to express compassion in ways which might alleviate some of such suffering.

a) What does your local community do—specifically, as a community—to nurture,
encourage, support, and inspire-- to cultivate-- such persons, and thus to attract other such
people to move into your local community?

8. Identifying the Most Important Elements of Community Life and Cultural Traditions

In the best of times, even the most profound challenges can be overcome; for in the best
of times, ____________________ is/are nurtured, supported, and sustained by family,
teachers, mentors, elders, and the everyday influences of community life and cultural
traditions.
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Please “brainstorm” on the subject of what would best fill in the blank in the above
statement. Then choose 5-10 items from the “brainstormed list”, and rank them
according to most important, and next most important, using 1 as most important, 2 as
next most important, and so on.

9. Community Visioning Initiatives

Please consider the following brief description of community visioning initiatives in
general, and of Chattanooga “Vision 2000” [Chattanooga, Tennessee (USA)] in
particular.

Community visioning initiatives have, in the past, been used most often for the purpose
of maximizing citizen participation in the planning and development phases of
community revitalization efforts. Community visioning initiatives can be described as a
series of community meetings designed to facilitate the process of brainstorming ideas,
organizing the ideas into goals, prioritizing the goals, and identifying doable steps. In
1984, the non-profit organization Chattanooga Venture [Chattanooga, Tennessee (USA)]
organized a visioning initiative that attracted more than 1,700 participants, and produced
40 community goals—which resulted in the implementation of 223 projects and
programs, the creation of 1,300 permanent jobs, and a total financial investment of 793
million dollars. [Note: The statistics are from “Revision 2000: Take Charge Again”, a brochure
received from Chattanooga Venture. These statistics are also accessible in a detailed overview of
Chattanooga community revitalization efforts titled “Chattanooga: The Sustainable City”, at the website
for the James MacGregor Burns Academy of Leadership.]

Now consider the following statement:

“The mission of a community visioning initiative (in the area where I am a resident)
should be to encourage 100% citizen involvement/participation in identifying, creating,
and gathering together all ideas for collective effort that

a) ________________________
b) ________________________
c) ________________________

and then, further, to organize these ideas into goals, identify doable steps associated with
realizing such goals… and then facilitate the development of a coalition of citizens with
the necessary faith, resources, patience, and perseverance to work through the steps and
realize the goals.”

Please fill in the blanks in the above statement.
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10. Making a Community Visioning Initiative Happen in Your Community

Consider the elements of preparation, education, funding and organization necessary for a
successful “community visioning initiative” in your local community or region.

a) Describe 3 steps that are practical and doable which would help make a “community
visioning initiative” more likely to happen in your local community or region.

b) Describe 3 obstacles or difficulties which would make a “community visioning
initiative” less likely to happen in your local community or region.

11. Accountability Indicators

The IPCR Mission Statement (see Section 4) contains goals which can be understood as
“accountability indicators”. In other words, one of the basic propositions of The IPCR
Initiative is that when groups of people carry out practical applications of The Eight
IPCR Concepts, the results will have a positive effect on the goals listed in the Mission
Statement (i.e. “increase our collective capacity to encourage and inspire individual
spiritual formation,” reduce the incidence of violence,” etc.).

Please “brainstorm” on the subject of what goals you would like your “ideal community”
to have, choose the most important 5-10 goals, and then create an “accountability
indicator” for each goal (i.e. something which is measureable-- or can somehow be
substantiated by the observations and experiences of a significant number of people).

12. Engines of Economic Stability

Many people seem to be worried that “the economy” will collapse if some form of
“consuming less” philosophy becomes more and more accepted… and yet many of the
challenges of our times have chronic elements (see Section 4), suggesting that it may
require decades, generations, or even centuries to overcome such challenges.

a) Please name as many engines of economic stability and methods of economic
conversion as you can which you believe would result in communities that can achieve
reduced consumption, ecological sustainability, and a high quality of life—all at the same
time.
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14. The “Towards Higher Common Ground” Survey

Believing that many of the challenges of our times
are far more deeply rooted than most of us understand;

believing that while the resources we have
are more than sufficient to overcome the challenges of our times and
are now more accessible than at any other time in the course of history

-- such resources are often obscured by the complexity many of us
experience in the everyday circumstances of our lives;

and

believing that well-organized efforts to identify problems and brainstorm solutions
are a universally recognized approach to problem solving

commonly used in family, community, business, and government settings
in every part of the world--

this writer is proposing a project titled “Towards Higher Common Ground: A Survey of
Most Difficult Challenges and Most Valuable Resources”.

The survey would consist of the following four questions:

a) What are the most difficult challenges of our times?

b) Do we have the resources necessary to overcome the challenges of our times?

c) If your answer to Question #2 is yes, please describe the resources you believe
will contribute the most to helping us—collectively—overcome these
difficult challenges.

d) If your answer to Question #2 is no, please offer any and all sincere,
constructive, relevant, and practical suggestions for what we—
collectively—can do to inspire, encourage, and/or create the resources
you believe would be necessary to overcome these difficult challenges.

Please respond to this 4 question survey in as many ways as you believe will be helpful to
people who might read what you have written.

[Note: For more information on the “...Towards Higher Common Ground...” Survey, see Section 21 of this
document, or the “Core Documents” section of The IPCR website at www.ipcri.net)
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23. Approximate % You Are Living in Accordance With Beliefs

Please consider the activities of daily living, the everyday circumstances of your life, and
the “investments” of time, energy, and money which altogether make up the way you live
your life during the course of any given month…. In your opinion, what % of 100% are
you living in accordance with the beliefs, principles, practices, and codes of conduct
associated with the religious, spiritual, moral, or cultural tradition you most closely
identify with?

24. Approximate % Majority of People in Your “Home Territory” Living in Accordance
With Beliefs

Consider the communities/towns/cities/regional areas which you would identify as your
“home territory” [i.e. where you have the most significant personal reasons for making
your home, and living many years of your life… (even if you are not currently living
there)]. Please fill in the blank in the following statement with an estimate between 0%--
100% which you believe most closely resembles the truth.

“The majority of people in the community/town/city/regional area which I consider my
‘home territory’ live about ____ % in accordance with the beliefs, principles, practices,
and codes of conduct associated with the religious, spiritual, moral, or cultural tradition
that they most closely identify with.”

25. If Only There Was A Way To—

Please complete the following sentence (in as many ways as you believe might be helpful
to people who might read what you have written).

“If only there was a way to _________________.”

26. The Person Who Will Help Me The Most--

Please complete the following sentence (in as many ways as you believe might be helpful
to people who might read what you have written).

“The person who will help me the most is the person who _____________________.”
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27. The Guiding Question of The IPCR Initiative

How can the good people of different faith communities and cultural traditions work
together towards the highest ideals each faith community and cultural tradition has to
offer? Please offer as many suggestions as you believe might be helpful to people who
might read what you have written.

28. Any Questions You Would Like To See, But Didn’t See?

Please suggest any questions you believe would help build caring communities (which
are different from the questions in this questionnaire).

29. Any Comments, Suggestions, Recommendations?

Please use this space for any comments, questions, suggestions, recommendations and/or
anything else which has been “brought forward” by participating in this questionnaire.

Sample Closing Comments:

Thank you for participating in this questionnaire. We hope you feel that participating in
this questionnaire has been a valuable life experience, and that the time and energy you
contributed to making your responses will prove to be a contribution to a “good cause”.
If you would like to have a copy of the results that are accumulated after 5 months time
please send us an e-mail at any time—and we will send a compilation of the responses,
and our summary and conclusions, within 3 weeks after November 15, 2007.

_______________________________

1. Mahatma Gandhi from “Gandhi’s Swadeshi: The Economics of Permanence” by Satish
Kumar at http://squat.net/caravan/ICC-en/Krrs-en/ghandi-econ-en.htm (see Paragraph 13 in
section “Principles of Swadeshi”) (Accessed August 22, 2007)

2. Sri Sathya Sai Baba from Sathya Sai Speaks Vol. 8, Chpt. 21, p. 108 Sri Sathya Sai Books
and Publications Trust Prasanthi Nilayam India (Note: Vol. 8 contains discourses delivered by
Sri Sathya Sai Baba during 1968)
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Section 11

A Selection of Most Valuable Resources

A. Structural (relating to possible collaboration strategies)

1) Excerpt from the “Introduction” to State of the Community: Draft 1993 (a 40 page
staple-bound document) by Sustainable Community Roundtable (which was initiated by
the City of Olympia, Washington (USA) in 1991, incorporated as a non-profit
organization in 1992, and has since become something else)

“Many others before us have shaped visions for our community. Some of their ideas are
presented here (on the opposite page). We acknowledge these existing visions to make
two points: First, we see ourselves as part of an ongoing PROCESS of community
visioning. Second, we believe that when people express their highest ideals they discover
that they have more in common than they might have thought.

“We believe that many people are already working on pieces of the ‘sustainable
community’ puzzle. Some find their focus on …. Still others find their focus on…. In the
process, people often become polarized around specific issues and lose sight of common
long term visions. Yet they are all part of the same puzzle; what affects one area has
impacts on other areas. The puzzle will not be solved unless we look at the whole
picture.

“In the pages that follow, we have painted sketches—visions—of several aspects of
sustainable community from the interrelated perspectives of: resource consumption,
natural environment, economy, social environment, education, health, transportation, and
population. For each we have proposed indicators to help track our progress towards this
sustainable future. We also have recognized some of the many wonderful steps in the
right direction that community individuals and groups have already taken.”

“Visioning is the ability to dream the future. Shared visioning is all people working
together to express their various understandings of the issues ahead of us.”

“One reason our visions are believable to us is that they are already visibly emerging in
the steps being taken by creative, farsighted people in our community.”
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B. Surveys and Visioning Initiatives

1) From a 25 page brochure titled “Revision 2000: Take Charge Again”, received from
Chattanooga Venture. This brochure also included a description of the 40 goals created
by Chattanooga Vision 2000, a detailed description of meetings and meeting schedules,
and an overview “How You Can Make A Difference,” in a question and answer format.
This writer also received from Chattanooga Venture a video, titled “A Community With a
Vision,” which documents the 1984 visioning initiative “Vision 2000”—and a handbook
titled “The Facilitator’s Manual,” subtitled “A Step-by-Step Guide for Groups to:
Brainstorm Ideas, Create a Shared Vision, Develop Plans, Make Choices.” The statistical
information associated with the “Chattanooga Vision 2000” process is also cited in the
following source: a detailed overview of Chattanooga community revitalization efforts in
the Boundary Crossers Case Study titled “Chattanooga: The Sustainable City” , which is
located at the website of the James MacGregor Burns Academy of Leadership, at
www.academy.umd.edu/publications/Boundary/CaseStudies/bcschattanooga.htm
(Accessed June 10, 2007)

Community visioning initiatives, in the past, have been organized for the purpose of
maximizing citizen participation in the planning and development phases of community
revitalization projects. Community visioning initiatives can be described as a series of
community meetings designed to facilitate the process of brainstorming ideas, organizing
the ideas into goals, prioritizing the goals, and identifying doable steps. In 1984, the non-
profit organization Chattanooga Venture [Chattanooga, Tennessee (USA)], organized a
visioning initiative (Vision 2000) that attracted more than 1,700 participants, and
produced 40 community goals—which resulted in the implementation of 223 projects and
programs, the creation of 1,300 permanent jobs, and a total financial investment of 793
million dollars.

[Special Note: “Chattanooga Venture’s ‘Vision 2000’… was preceded by a community
survey that revealed Chattanoogans saw the city’s greatest assets as its natural beauty, its
river location, its mountains and public life. The perceived weaknesses: we’re ‘down’
on ourselves, have lost our self confidence, are divided by race and class.” (from the
above mentioned “Boundary Crossers Case Study”)]

2) In 1996, in association with coursework at the University of Maryland, College Park,
Maryland, this writer created a survey and sent it to the over 300 Advisory Neighborhood
Commissioners in Washington D.C. The survey included the questions “What are your
most difficult problems?’ and “What are your most valuable resources?”—and I offered
to mail compilations of the results to anyone who responded. I received about 40 detailed
responses. One general conclusion, supported by organizing the responses into
categories, was that “people” represented the most consistently cited response to both
questions. (All the information and the documents related to this survey were lost in a
computer hard drive accident.)
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3) From “First Annual Beyond Peak ‘Things Might Get Better’ Peak Oil Scenario
Competition” at the website of Beyond Peak (Prepare for Peak Oil and Economic
Collapse—A guide to Self-Sufficiency and Sustainable Living) (at
www.beyondpeak.com)

a) From the “Original Call for Entries” (at
http://www.beyondpeak.com/scenarios/winners.html)

“Peak Oil could lead to many things. From what most Peakers say, these things are all
negative. Almost all agree that it will lead, in one way or other, to The End of The World
As We Know It….”

“We do believe, however, that there is the likelihood of positive scenarios as well as
negative ones….”

“Below are some scenarios that are already available on the Web.” (15)

“(Entries) should not be based on blind optimism nor on the legendary ‘can-do’ spirit of
the [fill in the blank] people. Nor should they (unless you’ve got a really good case) be
based on the hope that humanity will join hands and sing Kumbaya as we all march
lovingly into the future. Humanity hasn’t managed that so far, and is unlikely to do so in
the near future.”

“Keep in mind our current culture(s), our historical successes and failures, and the real
and existing things that are currently in the world that could help us move to a positive
outcome. But don’t overlook all the obstacles, threats, and other problems that could
prevent our success….”

b) From “Writers Pen Scenarios for Peak Oil (by Mick Winter)
(at http://www.energybulletin.net/15820.html)

“Beyond Peak wanted to see if there was anybody out there who was optimistic about
Peak Oil, since most projected scenarios predict (quite reasonably) doom and gloom.

“Well, some people are optimistic, and can actually present some step-by-step reasons for
that optimism.

“Beyond Peak has posted 17 of what it feels are the best and most interesting entries,
including three prize winners.”
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4) From the website of the Global Ideas Bank, at www.globalideasbank.org)

“… producing an annual compendium, running social inventions workshops, and
promoting creative solutions around the world… the Global Ideas Bank (is)… the
greatest ideas site on the Internet today.”

“’500 Ways to Change the World’ is a new compendium of the decades best ideas from
the Global Ideas Bank.”

5) From the website of www.adherents.com:

“100’s” [Books and Lists Ranking People in Various Categories (usually 100 per book)]

“100 Spiritual Leaders Who Shaped World History”

“The Millennium 100: the individuals who had the most impact in the past 1,000 years”

“The 100 Most Influential Books Ever Written: The History of Thought from Ancient
Times to Today”

“The Medical 100: A Ranking of the Most Influential People in Medicine, Past and
Present”

“1,000 years, 1,000 people: Ranking the Men and Women Who Shaped the Millennium”

“The 100 Greatest Inventions of All Time: A Ranking of Past and Present”

6) There are also publications along these lines associated with the fields of
peacebuilding and ecological sustainability….

Examples:

“50 Simple Ways to Save the Planet”
“The Peace Book: 108 Simple Ways to Create a More Peaceful World”
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C. Examples of Collaboration

1) The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment

“…the most comprehensive analysis ever conducted on how the world’s oceans, dry
lands, forests, and species interact and depend on one another—was made public March
30, 2005 by the United Nations and by several private and public organizations.”

“The effort brought together 1,300 authors from 95 countries—including governments,
civil society groups, scientists from many universities and organizations, indigenous
people, etc.—over a 4 year period, to examine the social, economic and environmental
aspects of ecosystems.”

(from a Washington Post article; information also available at
www.millenniumassessment.org)

2) The “Habitat Agenda”

“UN-HABITAT is mandated by the UN General Assembly to promote socially and
environmentally sustainable towns and cities with the goal of providing adequate shelter
for all. The main documents outlining the mandate of the organization (include) the
‘Habitat Agenda.’”

“The ‘Habitat Agenda’ is the main political document that came out of the Habitat II
conference in Istanbul, Turkey from June 3-14, 1996. Adopted by 171 countries… it
contains over 100 commitments and 600 recommendations on human settlements issues.”

(from the “About Us (Our Mission and Declarations)” sections of the UN-Habitat—the
UN Human Settlements Programme website, at www.unhabitat.org)

3) From the website of The Intergovermental Panel on Climate Change, at www.ipcc.ch

“The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has been established by WMO
and UNEP to assess scientific, technical and socio- economic information relevant for the
understanding of climate change, its potential impacts and options for adaptation and
mitigation. It is currently finalizing its Fourth Assessment Report "Climate Change
2007", also referred to as AR4.” (To be released November 2007) This Summary Report
is described by the IPCC website (http://www.ipcc.ch) as follows: “2500+ scientific
expert reviewers, 800+ contributing authors, 450+ lead authors from, 130+ countries… 6
years work, 4 volumes, 1 report” “A comprehensive and rigorous picture of the global
present state of knowledge of climate change.”
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4) The Wellbeing of Nations Survey

“… thirty-seven countries are close to striking a good balance between a healthy
population and a healthy environment, reports The Wellbeing of Nations, a new analysis
of the state of the world launched today in Washington DC. But to truly achieve this
balance, even these 37 countries must greatly improve their environmental efforts.

“The Wellbeing of Nations is a survey that ranks 180 countries by measuring human
development and environmental conservation. The report shows that all countries
enjoying high standards of living are placing undue pressure on the environment….

“… in more than 140 nations, ecosystem stress is higher than human wellbeing—
evidence that most people’s efforts to improve their lot are inefficient and overexploit the
environment.

“The report suggests that a high standard of living is possible without ruining the
environment by changing the way that development is pursued,” says Achim Steiner,
Director General of IUCN—The World Conservation Union. “The report therefore sends
a clear message to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, to be held in
Johannesburg next year. All countries need to recommit themselves to sustainable
development and find practical ways to combine human development with the protection
of ecosystems”.

“The key conditions for combining high human wellbeing and low ecosystem stress are
freedom, good governance, and education”, says the author of the report, Canadian
Robert Prescott-Allen, who also co-wrote the World Conservation Strategy ‘Caring for
the Earth’.

“The Wellbeing of Nations is intended to raise awareness on the necessity of planning
and management for human development and ecosystem protection simultaneously.
Prescott-Allen says: “Human development is intimately entwined with the sustainable
use of nature and its resources. Commitment to human and ecosystem wellbeing should
be every nation’s goal and to achieve this, regular assessments can help build support,
analyse how to achieve it, and track progress.”

[From a news release by the IUCN—The World Conservation Union—(which) was founded in
1948, and brings together 79 states, 112 government agencies, 760 NGO’s, 37 affiliates, and
some 10,000 scientists and expert from 181 countries in a unique worldwide partnership. Its
mission is to influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world to conserve the
integrity and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable and
ecologically sustainable. Within the framework of global conventions, IUCNM has helped over
75 countries to prepare and implement national conservation and biodiversity strategies. IUCN
has approximately 1000 staff, most of who are located in its 42 regional and country offices,
while 100 work at its Headquarters in Gland, Switzerland. (information from
http://app.iucn.org/info_and_news/press/wbon.html)]
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5) The World Yoga Survey

“Following the success of the Yoga in Australia survey in 2005, researchers at RMIT
University of Melbourne and University of Queensland, Australia, are now collaborating
with universities in India, the UK, and the USA to conduct the first ever world survey of
yoga and meditation.” (see www.yogainaustralia.com)

6) The Millennium World Peace Summit of Religious and Spiritual Leaders

“On August 28th through 31st of the year 2000, two thousand of the world’s preeminent
religious and spiritual leaders representing the many faith traditions, gathered at the
United Nations for a Millennium World Peace Summit of Religious and Spiritual
Leaders.”

The central document to come out of that “Summit” was titled “The Millennium World
Peace Summit of Religious and Spiritual Leaders: Commitment to Global Peace.” This
document can be viewed at www.millenniumpeacesummit.com and ends as follows:

“We, as religious and spiritual leaders, pledge our commitment to work together to
promote the inner and outer conditions that foster peace and the nonviolent management
and resolution of conflict. We appeal to the followers of all religious traditions and to the
human community as a whole to cooperate in building peaceful societies, to seek mutual
understanding through dialogue where there are differences, to refrain from violence, to
practice compassion, and to uphold the dignity of all life.”

(Bawa Jain, Secretary General of the Millennium World Peace Summit of Religious and
Spiritual Leaders)

7) The UN Human Settlements Programme “Best Practices and Local Leadership”
Programme

“Good and best practices are initiatives undertaken by two or more partners at the
national, city, or community level that effectively address chronic social, economic, and
environmental problems. The UN-Habitat “Best Practices Database” includes over 1,600
initiatives from 140 countries documented between 1996-2002.”

“Every two years up to 10 outstanding initiatives receive the Dubai International Award
for ‘Best Practices to Improve the Living Environment.’”

(from http://www.unhabitat.org/categories.asp?catid=34)
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8) “Atlas of World History” by Geoffrey Barraclough (ed.) Harper Collins 1999

“Among the large number of works consulted by the contributors, the following (147)
contained valuable maps and other data that have been particularly useful….”

(with 107 contributors, and containing 130 plates….)

9) “The People’s Chronology: A Year-By-Year Record of Human Events from Pre-
history to Present” by James Trager A Henry Holt Reference Book 1992

“… (the) notion that chronology helps demonstrate… that innovations come from people
who build on the work done by their predecessors, indeed that all history grows out of
interrelationships of all facets of life….”

(from back cover review by Robert Krisch, The Los Angeles Times)

10) “The Biographical Dictionary of Christian Missions” Edited by Gerald H. Anderson
Eerdmans 1999

From a review by Todd M. Johnson, co-author of “The World Christian Encyclopedia”,
at www.missionfrontiers.org)

“The year 2000 has provoked a flurry of lists of the ‘best of the millennium’ and ‘best of
the century’ as it relates to books, events, films, people, and other categories. The cable
TV network in the USA, A&E, recently produced a series entitled ‘Biography of the
Millennium: 100 People—1,000 Years.’…. At the top of the list is none other than
Johannes Gutenberg, inventor of the printing press….

“Into this context comes the ‘Biographical Dictionary of Christian Missions’ edited by
Gerald H. Anderson. Over 2,400 signed biographical entries are included. These
represent the work of more than 350 experts, from 45 countries—from a wide range of
academic, missional, and ecclesiastical backgrounds….”
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D. Conferences (Recent)

1) From pre-conference information for “Teach In: Confronting the Global Triple
Crises—Climate Change, Peak Oil (The End of Cheap Energy), and Global Resource
Depletion and Extinction” (September 14-17, 2007 at The George Washington
University Lisner Auditorium in Washington D.C.) Sponsored by The International
Forum on Globalization (www.ifg.org) and The Institute on Policy Studies (with other
co-sponsers) From Teach-In Flyer and Draft Program at
http://www.ifg.org/events/Triple_Crisis_Speakers.pdf (see p. 2)

“The Way Forward—Toward New Economies of Sustainability, Equity, Sufficiency
and Peace (‘Less and Local’)”

“The Planet’s Ecological systems are on the verge of catastrophic change for which
few societies are prepared. So far, responses by governments to this emergency are
inadequate, or counterproductive. We call it the “Triple Crisis,” the convergence of three
advancing conditions:

1) Planet-wide climate chaos and global warming;
2) The end of the era of cheap energy (“peak oil”);
3) The depletion of many of the world’s key resources: water, timber, fish, fertile

soil, coral reefs; and the expected extinction of 50% of the world’s
species.

“All are rooted in the same systemic problem—massive overuse of fossil fuels and the
Earth’s resources; all driven by an economic ideology of hyper growth and consumption
that’s beyond the limits of the planet to sustain.

“Every crisis also brings great opportunity. The seriousness of the situation offers new
incentives to make profound shifts toward more viable economic and social choices. But
we are already at the 11th hour.

“We must start today building new economic paradigms, systems and practices that live
within ecological limits while serving the needs of all peoples. The solutions to each of
these problems are the solutions to all.”

“Key Questions September 14-16, in Washington D.C.
Sixty Speakers will explore the major issues:

How did we get into this and how do we get out?”


